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I N T R O D U C T I O M  

- I f  I were asked uhy.1  had decided t o  wr i t e  ny i4emoirs I would say  f o r  

two main reasons. F i r s t l y  I d id  a c t u a l l y  have q u i t e  an i n t e r e s t i n g  time i n  

the  Royal Navy and thought an account might p o s s i j l y  i n t e r e s t  my family 2s 

w e l l  2s some f r i ends .  Secondly I was spurred  on by my wife,  Una, t o  \ ' r i t e  

down some of the  more i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r t s  of my l i f e .  Apart f ron  ny Midshipmm.'s 

Journa l  I have never kept  a dizry.  I have, however, throughout ny l i f e ,  kept 

photographs and these  have aroused my memory. Coupled with these  I have had 

a number of Sh ip ' s  Magazines such as H.M.S.Tenacious - Her Story ,  Horizons, 

t h e  Journa l  of H.M.S.Newfoundland, H.M.S.Trafdgzr, and "h" Class ,  a magazine 
. . .. 

produced c f t e r  the  war about the  Aust ra l ian  "Pi" C l a s s  Destroyers,  t o  which 

I am indebted. 

I an  g r a t e f u l  t o  many who have helped me t o  produce these  Memoirs. 

I n  p a r t i c u l z r  I must mention Miss Fay Gordon H i l l  who not  only typed the  main 

d r a f t  hut a l s o  made some sens ib le  suggestions. She has  been a g r e a t  he lp  t o  

me. The comments of Pe te r  Colclough, now a c lose  Aust ra l ian  f r i end ,  who served 

with me i n  hoth t h e  Aust ra l ian  des t royers  Nestor and N o r m ,  were invalunble. 

Ted Tooley who w n s  with me i n  the  Walpole a l s o  was very helpful .  Pliss C l a i r e  

rlorman k indly  a5reed t o  produce the  necessary p r i n t s  of t h e  photos f o r  which 

I s o  ~ r a t e f u l .  

Thesc Mcnoirs a r c  dedicated t o  ny two s o w  Pa t r i ck  and i;o,-er ctnd 

t h e i r  f m i l i c s .  

George Crowley 



A C L O S E  S H A V E  

The s t o r y  goes t h a t  the  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  F i r s t  World War were s o  

g r e a t  t h a t  my Mother and Father ,  who a l r eady  had four  ch i ld ren ,  decided 

that they should have another c h i l d  and so ,  on the  9 t h  of June 1916 at 

15 South Park H i l l  ~ o a $  I was born. Thus I w a s  t h e  youngest of f i v e  and 

ny b ro the r  John who was neares t  t o  me i n  age w a s  about four  yea r s  my senior .  

The house, I have s i n c e  discovered, was one of t h e  u g l i e s t  Vic tor ian  horrors  

i n  exis tence .  Try as I w i l l  I do not  remember much of my e a r l y  l i f e  but  

I can, however, r e c a l l  being s e n t  t o  a k indergar ten  two doors down from 

my home and, w h a t  was f a r  worse, on my first day g e t t i n g  l o s t  on the  way back. 

I shall always remember too ,  Chan, our dear  o ld  Nurse who w a s  wi th  us f o r  

yea r s  and years.  Her r e d  name was Camkin and she h d  a sweet s i s t e r  c a l l c d  

Mrs. White who l i v e d  somewhere near  t h e  Zoo. Ny Father  w a s  a brewer. who w x  

i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  wi th  h i s  bro ther  C y r i l  and my Grandfather who a l s o  l i v e d  

i n  Croydon. This w a s  a family business and had been so  f o r  a very long 

time. I th ink  I w a s  always a b i t  f r igh tened  of my Grandfather Crowley 

and r e a l l y  prefer red  my Mother's f a t h e r ,  Grandfather Hooke. I always 

remember my own Father  t e l l i n g  me t h a t  Grandad Booke c a l l e d  a meeting at 

Birdhurs t  where he l i v e d ,  t o  t e l l  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  he had decided t o  

m u r y  again ,  h i s  f i r s t  wife having d ied  some yenrs previously. He s a i d  

he was now going t o  w r y  Miss May Bird. Uncle Joseph, who w a s  r e d l y  

r a t h e r  funny as w e l l  as being c l eve r ,  whispered t o  my f a t h e r  "This has 

r e a l l y  knocked me o f f  my pcrch" whereupon the re  w n s  a g rea t  gus t  of raucous 

mir th  and t h e  more they laughed the  worse i t  became. Everyone I am s u r e  

wondered what dl t h i s  h i l a r i t y  w a a  about. A l l  the  r e l a t i o n s  wondered 

what on e n r t h  would now happcn t o  Birdhurst  but i n  f a c t  she w a s  the  n i c e s t  

poss ib le  person nnd everything went on j u s t  the same. Though she w s s  my 

s t epgrandmothe r  shc  w a s  onc of t h ~  sweetest  people I ever  knew. 

A t  15 South P-sk H i l l  wc used t o  have a Christmzs t r e e  every year  a n d  

t h e o r e t i c a l l y  the  present  on the t o p  of the  t r e e  w a s  given t o  each of t h e  

c h i l d r e n  i n  turn.  I can always remember wai t ing  year a f t e r  year  f o r  my 

turn, b u t ,  s t r m g e  t o  s.ay, I c m o t  r e c a l l  ever  having it. 

Though I was born i n  June in 1916 there  w a s ,  I suppose, t he  

i n e v i t a b l e  problem of who were going t o  bc q godpcucnts. It vru, decided 

t o  ask Cyril, uncle, ~d Ccorgc Dibden, alwnys known M Teddyl both of 

vbc- h,.( lwcn i n  t h e  territorizls with my Father  i n  tho Queens n t  Qoydon. 



A C L O S E  S H A V E  

- 
The s t o r y  g0es.tha.t t he  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  the  F i r s t  World War.were s o  

g r e a t  t h a t  my Mother and Father ,  who already had four  ch i ld ren ,  decided 

t h a t  they should have another c h i l d  and so ,  on the  9 t h  of June 1916 a t  

15 South Park H i l l  ~ o a d ,  I w a s  born. Thus I w a s  t h e  youngest of f i v e  and 

my b ro the r  John who was neares t  t o  me i n  age w a s  about four  years  my senior .  

The house, I have s i n c e  discovered,  was one of t h e  u g l i e s t  Victorian hor ro r s  

i n  ex i s t ence .  T r y  as I w i l l  I do not remember much of my e a r l y  l i f e  but 

I can, however, r e c a l l  being s e n t  t o  a kindergarten two doors down from 

my home and,  what w a s  far worse, on my f i r s t  day g e t t i n g  l o s t  on the  way back. 

I shall always remember too ,  Chan, our dear o ld  Nurse who w a s  with us  f o r  

y e a r s  and years.  Her r e a l  name was Camkin and she had a sweet s i s t e r  c d l c d  

Mrs. White who lived-somewhere near  the  Zoo. My Father  was a brewer who w x  

i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  with his brother  C y r i l  and my Grandfather who a l s o  l i v e d  

i n  Croydon. T h i s  w a s  a family bus iness  and had been s o  f o r  a very long 

time. I t h i n k  I was always a b i t  f r ightened of my Grandfather Crowley 

and r e a l l y  p re fe r red  my Mother's f a t h e r ,  Grandfather Hooke. I always 

remember my own Father  t e l l i n g  me that Grandad Hooke c a l l e d  a neet ing et 

Birdhurs t  where he l i v e d ,  t o  t e l l  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  that he had decided t o  

w r y  a g a i n ,  h i s  first wife having d ied  some years  previously. He s a i d  

he w a s  now going t o  marry Miss May Bird. Uncle Joseph, who was r e d l y  

r a t h e r  funny as w e l l  as being c l eve r ,  whispered t o  my f a t h e r  "This has 

r e a l l y  knocked me off  my perch" whereupon there  was a g rea t  gus t  of rcucous 

mir th  and t h e  more they laughed the  worse it became. Everyone I an s u r e  

wondered what all t h i s  h i l a r i t y  w 3 s  about. A l l  t he  r e l a t i o n s  wondered 

what on e a r t h  would now happen t o  Birdhurst but i n  f a c t  she w a s  the  n i c e s t  

poss ib le  person and everything went on just the  same. Though she w a s  my 

s t epgrandmothe r  shc wcs onc of tho sweetest pcoplc I ever  knew. 

A t  15 South Park H i l l  wc used t o  have a Christ- t r e e  evory ycar  and 

t h e o r e t i c f l y  the  present  on the  t o p  of the t r e e  WCLS given t o  each of the  

c h i l d r e n  i n  turn.  I ccn always remember wait ing year  d t e r  ycar f o r  my 

t u r n ,  b u t ,  s t r ange  t o  Say, I cannot r e c n l l  cver  having i t .  

Though I vrrs born i n  Junc i n  1916 there  vns, I supposc, t he  

i n c v i t o b l c  pmblem of who wcrc going t o  be my godparents. It VM decided 

to ask C y r i l ,  c~y unclo, nnd George Dibden, always known tui Teddy, both of 

uhon hnd bccn i n  the t c r r i t o r i c l s  with ny Fothcr  i n  thc  QUceCJ a t  Croydon. 



They were nov both i n  the  Midd.le.East and a telegram was s e n t  t o  which t h e  

r e p l y  came back, "Bob del ighted",  which w a s  c o r r e c t l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  as "Both 

delighted". It w a s  not long a f t e r  t h i s  t h a t  C y r i l  was k i l l e d .  This  w a s  a  

s a d  blow as he w a s  t he  one i n  the  Crowley family who was a go-get ter  and 

I he l i eve  t h a t  i f  he bad l i v e d  the  rrewery would never have Seen sold.  \ h a t  

a c t u a l l y  occurred was t h a t  a s  the  w a r  went on i t  f.ecane more and more 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  get  t r ayspor t  t o  move the  beer  t o  the  pubs. Another brewery, 

Fremlins I :.elieve, proposed t h a t  they should d e l i v e r  t h e i r  beer  t o  some of 

our pubs i f  we d id  the  same t o  some of t h e i r s  thereby cu t t ing  down the  

t r a n s p o r t  problem.  Af ter  a good dea l  of d iscuss ion  my Father  and Grandfather 

decided t o  s e l l .  This w a s  not only sed  but r e d l y  r a t h e r  s i l l y  as no 

provis ion  w a s  made f o r  e i t h e r  my Father ,  o r  any of h i s  sons,  t o  have access  

t o  becoming a d i rec to r .  

I th ink  I must have been about s i x  o r  seven when we heard we were going 

t o  move t o  H a r t f i e l d  i n  Sussex. By t h i s  time my parents  b.d bought a motor 

c a r ,  n Morris Cowley, and they were both taking d r iv ing  l e s sons  from 

M r .  Gladham. John and I used t o  sit i n  the  back s e a t  and it was not too long 

before  we both  h e w  q u i t e  a l o t  about driving. Soon we paid our f i r s t  v i s i t  

t o  our  new house, Cotchford Wood, which was q u i t e  a t t r a c t i v e  and f a i r l y  la rge .  

It had a b i g  s i t t i n g  room, q u i t e  a  reasonably s i z e d  dining room, a s  f a r  away 

from the  k i tchen as i t  was poss ih le  t o  be and two smal ler  rooms. One was 

a l l o c a t e d  as a study f o r  my parents  and the  o the r  was a nursery. There w a s  

a l s o  a good s i z e d  ki tchen with a pantry,  s c u l l e r y  and l a r d e r  all leading out  

o f  it.  Ups ta i r s  the re  w a s  a n ice  bedroom f o r  my parents ,  a reasonaj~le  room 

Chan, two double bedrooms, q u i t e  a n ice  s i n s l e  roon f o r  ny s i s t e r  p lus  

a room at  the  back with J. bathroom and t i n y  dress ing  roon dongs ide .  Tine 

garden w a s ,  t o  my mind, l a r g e  enough bei.ng two a c r e s  with two a c r e s  of 

woodland. We looked out  towards the  South and could see  G i l l s  Lap i n  Ashdown 

Fores t  nos t  c l ea r ly .  Cotchford Wood w a s  a mile and a hal f  out of the  v i l l q e ,  

down a sndll not very we l l  mde  up p r iva te  road. There were o r i g i n a l l y  not 

m y  houses i n  this private road and we loved i t .  We all went t o  d i f f e r e n t  

ochools. Hary went t o  Woodford in Croydon and w a s  at school with Dorothy 

COX, who l a t e r  b e c m  Diana Winyard, and Peggy Ashcroft. Deter went t o  

BlundelLs which I do not t h i r k  he l i k e d  all t h a t  m c h ;  ).tichael went t o  

Eksthourne College and John t o  Fradf ie ld .  30th  Fe te r  and Michael were good 

at  games but  John, t o  be honest,  was l e s s  p d .  On the  o the r  hand he Dad the 

h e s t  educat ion of u s  all, f i n a l l y  going t o  St .Johnts  C o U e v  Cmhridee t o  

road mdern  l a n g u a p s .  



John and I were s e n t  t o  Eversley at Tunbridge Wells. This  meant 

b i cyc l ing ,  l a r g e l y  down h i l l ,  t o  ca tch  the  8.31 t r a i n  and then walking from 

Tunbridge Wells West t o  Frant  Road which took t e n  minutes. We would ca tch  

the  6,113 hack and then.have the  ted ious  and exhausting problem of biking up 

h i l l  a l l  the  way home. Not too  bad i n  the  summer but  ghas t ly  i n  winter and 

even worse if one had not remembered t o  r e f i l l  t h e  carbide b icycle  lamp. 

I rememher once b ik ing  up the  first h i l l  and, i n  order  t o  make the  climb 

e a s i e r ,  I s t a r t e d  t o  zig-zag ac ross  the  road; down came a working man on a 

h ike  and he r a n  s t r a i g h t  i n t o  me. I was knocked out and woke up i n  bed at 

Cotchford Wood; furthermore I w a s  e n t i r e l y  t o  blme. Fly Father  paid f o r  the  

r e p a i r s  t o  h i s  bike and as f a r  es I know t h a t  w a s  t h e  end of t h i s  s tup id  

episode. 

When I first went t o  Eversley the  headmaster w a s  M r . H i l l  who had a 

Norwegian wife.. I n  those days I stammered a b i t .  Af te r  each meal a boy w a s  
.~ 

c a l l e d  on t o  say  the  La t in  grace and, although I always looked away, I never 

got away wi th  it. The worst th ing  w a s  t h a t  because I w a s  nervous t h i s  tended 

t o  make me s t u t t e r  more than usual. It was not too  long a f t e r  I f i r s t  went . .  

t o  Evers ley  t h a t  we heard t h a t  the  H i l l s  were l eav ing  and i n  due course s tephen 

Goldring took over as Headmaster with h i s  wife Joan. He was a much younger 

man o f  about twenty-eight o r  twenty-nine. The school  was small  and e x i s t e d  i n  

two houses, Eversley and Reverley, and though I do not th ink  I was taught very 

w e l l  I d i d  enjoy this school very wch. There was a very n i c e  master c a l l e d  

k.Mathews who w a s  a superb hockey p layer  of almost i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s tandard  

and a l s o  a very good boxer. The two f o r m  of sp r t  I have always enjoyed most 

hnve been hockey and boxing. I remember not too  long a f t e r  coning t o  Eversley 

when I w a s  changing from my outdoor t o  my indoor shoes I was suddenly a t tacked 

by a boy c a l l e d  Molesworth. This f i g h t  w a s  soon stopped. However, i n  t h e  

break Molesworth and I were t o l d  t o  go up t o  the  top  room and put on boxing 

g loves  and then  t o l d  t o  box it out., I w a s  s o  angry t b t  I p r a c t i c a l l y  slew 

Molesworth. I l e a t n t  l a t e r  t h a t  a s e n i o r  boy had persuaded him t o  a t t a c k  ne. 

I n  due course i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  I wanted t o  jo in  t h e  Navy. Though 

I have f r equen t ly  been asked why, i t  is in f a c t  a d i f f i c u l t  quest ion t o  nnswer. 

We l i v e d  i n  t h e  country we l l  away from the  s e a  and, apa r t  possibly from the  

odd Navy Days at Cbathan, we had very l i t t l e  contact  with s h i p s  a t  all. I do 

hoveoer remember the  "Dick V a l i a n t "  s e r i e s  of books. These were all about a 

young chap c a l l e d  Dick Valiant  and how he joined the  Navy and a l l  the  

t e r r i f y i n g  and exc i t ing  th ings  tha t  happened t o  him. It is alnp possible 



i n  a cur ious  way, t h a t  becouse I was born due t o  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  the  F i r s t  

World War, t h i s  had some s o r t  of e f f e c t  on me. I n  due course I went t o  London 

f o r  t h e  in terv iew f o r  Dartmouth and passed and l a t e r  went back f o r  the  exam 

which, if I passed, would mean I would go t o  Dartmouth. I d id  not pass - 
1 f a i l e d .  Af te r  a l o t  of discussion i t  w a s  decided that I should go t o  t h e  

Naut ica l  College Pangbourne. I bel ieve t h e  s e c r e t a r y  t o  the  owner, S i r  Thomas 

Dev i t t ,  w a s  a f r i end  of ny Mother. I was supposed t o  have an interview but 

t h i s  never i n  f a c t  took place. 

Pangbourne was a Nautical College s t a r t e d  by S i r  Thomas Eevi t t  I th ink  

about 1917 and w a s  b a s i c a l l y  t o  t r a i n  boys f o r  the  Merchant Navy although there  

were oppor tun i t i e s  t o  ge t  a  Navy nomination at about the  age of seventeen 

and a ha l f  and t h i s  was the  object  of my going there .  During my time we a l l  

wore the  usua l  cade t ' s  uniform except that we had a dark blue t ab  on the  

l a p e l s  of our c o l l a r s  while the  Dartmouth product had white tabs.  Looking 

back over many years  I am extremely g r a t e f u l  t o  Pzngbourne. It taught me t o  

do as I was t o l d ;  encouraged us  t o  have good manners and helped us  t o  be 

sportsmen. We a l l  had s p e c i a l  lockers  f o r  our c l o t h e s  and we a l l  had t o  make 

our own bunks; not only t h a t ,  i f  the  bunks were poorly made we were punished. 

What i t  d i d  f o r  me w a s  t o  teach  me t o  look a f t e r  myself. Once I had a minor 

complaint and had t o  spend a few days i n  the  S i c k  Cay i n  a ward with some 

more s e n i o r  cadets.  I never was a grea t  s i n g e r  and when I was inv i t ed  t o  s i n g  

at some s t a g e  the  r e s u l t s  were d isas t rous .  "Sing God Save The King" they cr ied .  

You must be l ieve  me when I t e l l  you that I could not even do tha t .  This  

r e s u l t e d  i n  my being taught t o  do s o  and i t  would be qu i t e  t r u e ,  I th ink ,  t o  

say  that I can now s i n g  it q u i t e  well. 

I n  due course I was confirmed and the  prepara t ion  f o r  ny conf i r r a t ion  

was e x t r e a e l y  wel l  done. I can always reneoSer t h a t  the p r i e s t  who p r e p r e d  

u s  s a i d  t o  ne one day, "You know, Crowley, w'mt you have got t o  resember 

through l i f e  is t o  be loyal". I an not sure  t h a t  I was i n  those days a very 

l o y a l  person s o  t h i s  warning baa been a g r e a t  he lp  t o  me. A s  f a r  as g a w s  

a r e  concerned I played f o r  the  f i r s t  eleven i n  hockey, the  second eleven i n  

c r i c k e t  a ~ d  tt,e t h i r d  f i f t e e n  i n  rugger. Probably my r e a l  s t r eng th  l a y  i n  

boxing a t  which I was very ~ o d .  I used t o  go dovn t o  the  gy=~ nost evenings 

i n  o r d e r  t o  p rac t i se .  L e t r r  on I a l s o  took up fencing and became q u i t e  good 

at  t h a t  too. I was i n  Earbinger Divisioc,  probably the one d iv i s ion  I would 

never bave chosen, but  despi te  t h i s  I enjoyed i t  very well. We used t o  have 



a whalers rowing r a c e  every s p r i n g  t e r n  and the  Chief Cadet Captain, Adsworth- 

Jones,  w a s  determined t h a t  we i n  Harbinger should win. We p rac t i sed  and 

p r a c t i s e d  and because our morale was high we d i d  well. I w a s  t he  bowmln and 

we no; only  won hut romped home miles  ahead of all and sundry. 

I mentioned e a r l i e r  a',out the  Chaplain reminding me of the  importance 

of l o y a l t y  and I s a i d  t h a t  perhaps I had not always been a s  l o y a l  as I ought 

t o  have been. When I was a Cadet Captain I had a habi t  of c r i t i c i s i n g  o t h e r s  

inc luding some of the  Chief Cadet Captains. I w a s  severe ly  hauled over t h e  

coa l s  by the  Chiefs  and, on r e f l e c t i o n ,  r i g h t l y  so. I n  order t o  obta in  a 

Navy Nomination the  entrance cons is ted  of an interview followed by an 

exantination. The in terv iew c a r r i e d  a l o t  of narks and one of the  methods of 

improving onese l f  w a s  t o  a t t end  interview prac t ices .  These were arranged by 

the  Executive O f f i c e r ,  Comnander Jackie  B l a i r ,  together  with a l l  those l i k e l y  
.. 

t o  take  the  interview. They were extremely he lp fu l  as, a f t e r  a dumy run,  
.. 

you were t o l d  w h a t  you d id  poorly and thus  by degrees could improve. It was 

an ex t rao rd ina ry  t h i n g  becouse I f a i l e d  the  f i r s t  exam having had good marks 

f o r  the  interview. My bir thday was such t h a t  I was allowed one more shot  and, 

being s o  keen t o  ge t  i n t o  the  Navy, I took it and bel ieve i t  o r  not I a c t u a l l y  

passed i n  bottom. The r e a l l y  ext raordinary  th ing  w a s  t h a t  David Forbes, much 

b r i g h t e r  than  I, f a i l e d .  H i s  f a t h e r  was dead but h i s  mother asked the  

Admiralty f o r  a copy of a l l  the  mar:cs aqd when these a r r ived  checked them 

discover ing  t o  hc r  de l igh t  t h a t  they had been added up incor rec t ly  and t h a t  

David should have had a fu r the r  two hundred nnrks. She had t h i s  corroborated 

by her  neighbours and then wrote t o  the  Admiralty point ing out  t h e i r  e r r o r  

and asking  f o r  a Navy Nomination f o r  he r  son. This ,  of course, w a s  granted 

her  but I o f t e n  wonder w : u t  would have happened t o  rle i f  soneone had not made 

t h i s  c l e r i c a l  e r r o r .  It w a s  indeed a Close Shave. 

I had passed i n t o  the Navy by inches a f t e r  mj t h i r d  shot and v s s  I 
pleased... So i n  due course I caught the  appropriate  t r a i n  t o  Chsthan a l l  

dressed  up i n  my brand new u r i f o m .  People have o f t en  s a i d  t o  r e  t h a t  i f  you 

e n t e r  one o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  as an o f f i c e r  i t  is dead easy coaplred with e n t e r i n g  

a2 a ra t ing .  I dout t  t h i s  and e s p e c i a l l y  as a result of my own experience i n  

the Navy. Alwst before the  t r a i n  had stopped a t  Chatham t hc rc  was a bellow 

f ~ o m  t h?  Cadct Cunner, ?Cr.Gribbon, "Get moving, p t  your t runks out ,  don' t  

daudlo, hurry  up1,. :'efore we knew what k.ad h i t  us  we were dou5ling here the re  

and cvcrywbcre, l u s ~ i n s  our trunks o u t ,  and heaving thcn i n t o  a wa i t ins  naval 

l o r r y .  NO taxis f o r  u s  as we had t o  p i l e  i n t o  the  sace vehicle.  



It was b l a t a n t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  by the  time we had a r r i v e d  on board H.M.S. 

Frobisher ,  t h e  Training Cruiser ,  l i f e  w a s  not going t o  be a l l  t h a t  easy and 

i t  c e r t a i n l y  was not. \$e d id  three  c r u i s e s  i n  t h a t  s h i p ,  one t o  the  

Mediterranean, one t o  the  West Indies  and one t o  Scandinavia. 'rle had t o  t u r n  

out  every morning except Sundays a t  5.30 a.m. and scrub decks f o r  one hour 

s t a r t i n g  a t  6 a.m. On Fridays,  t he  worst day of the  week, we had t o  &t down 

on our h m d s  and knees and holystone the  decks, and on Sundays we had t o  t u r n  

t o  at 6.30 c.m. t o  mop doxn the  decks. Another th ing  we had t o  do w a s  t o  l i v e  

on a Proadside Mess and one of us  w a t i  de t a i l ed  o f f  d a i l y  a s  "Cook of the  Mess" 

which meant he had t o  l a y  up, c l e a r  away and f i n a l l y  sweep up a f t e r  the  meal. 

I f  t h i s  w a s  poorly done then he was f o r  the  high jump. We were thus l i v i n g  i n  

very  similar condi t ions  t o  the  s a i l o r s  a t  the o ther  end of the  ship.  

During my year i n  Frobisher  I l e a r n t  everything a s a i l o r  had t o  do and 

when I l e f t  I knew i t  +. I could sp l i ce , rope ,  wire, row, s a i l ,  dea l  wi th  

anchors and cables ,  climb the  masts, scrub decks, work i n  the  engine room and 

goodness knows what. I n  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  s h i p  there  were those who joined from 

pub l i c  and grammar schools  and those from Dartmouth and, though I suppose i t  

w a s  l o g i c a l ,  t he re  w a s  always a b a t t l e  between the  Pubs and the  Darts. 

Inva r i ab ly  t h e  Pubs won simply because we were much keener tha? the  Darts  who 

had heen doing naval i n s t r u c t i o n  ever  s ince  they were t h i r t e e n  years  old. 

The c r u i s e s  wcrc fun. Though we were supposed t o  have shore leave  

e x p i r i n e  a t  7 p.m. i n  the  cvcning the re  were exceptions and, when a t  

Alexandria,  w e  werc allowed t o  have th ree  days i n  Cairo. I went and s tayed,  

I th ink ,  at t h o  Mena House Hotel. We saw the g rea t  Fyrmids ,  the Sphinx and 

the  wonderful Museun. We a l s o  saw at l e a s t  one night  club. Tile cos t  of the  

h o t e l  was, as f a r  as I know, paid f o r  by our parents. \Cmn we went t o  

Stockholm we wcre all given leave t o  11.w p.m. I went with some o the r s  t o  a 

r e s t a u r a n t  where we bad a r a t t l i n g  cood meal and then went 'on t o  the  T i v o l i  

Gardens which w a s  r e d l y  supcr  fun. We did have so  much fcn t h a t  I have ne.rer 

forgotten t h i s  wonderful evening. I n  thc  West Ind ics  I cannot renenber a r ~ y  

s p e c i d  l a tc  leave t h a t  we werc given. I do however r emsber  the  cos t  

wonderful swimzing i n  the  z o s t  g lo r ious  hot weather. 

Leaking through ny photograph album of q group with whom I joined t h e  

Frobishcr  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  i n  the war were subs tant ia l .  !'my l o s t  t h c i r  l i v e s  

i n  suhaa r ines ,  some perished i n  des t royers ,  Godfrey S ty le  l o s t  an arm and soze 

d i d  not ~ c t  beyond thc  ran. of L icu tenmt  Co-der. Agaiwt  t h i s ,  a number 



reached t h e  rank of Captain but ,  s.part from a Canadian, I th ink  I was the  only 

one t o  reach  F l a g  %a&. There was however one exception and t h a t  was a Bengali 

c a l l e d  C h a t t e r j i .  We a l l  nicknamed him 'lChatterboxtl and he f i n a l l y  f in i shed  - 
up as Head of t h e  Indiah Navy. 

Probably due t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  I had wr i t t en  t o  Admiral Henderson, whose 

son Ian was wi th  me a t  Pangbourne, I was a p p i n t e d  t o  H.M.S.Berwick, due t o  

s a i l  f o r  the  Far  East  i n  three  monthsf time. There is, as you probably Paow, 

no peace f o r  t h e  wicked hecause i n  the  meantime three  o r  four  of us  were s e n t  

t o  F:.l.4.S.'arham. Sh.e was one of those g r e a t  b ig  battlewagons and I w a s  no t  

over t h r i l l e d  a t  t he  thought of two months i n  t h i s  great ship.  We joined and 

found we were i n  the  Gun Roon wi th  a very l a r g e  nunber of midshipmen. For the  

f i r s t  time I discovered t h a t  sen io r  midshipmen could be as beas t ly  t o  t h e i r  

juniors  as anyone e lse .  I gathered t h a t ,  on the  c r u i s e  before I joined, the  

sen io r  mids damn near ly  k i l l e d  a junior  mid by h o i s t i n g  him up t h e  n a i m a s t  on 

a s o r t  of lanyard  a f f a i r .  I d id  not ca re  f o r  the  sub-l ieutenant  but I d i d  l i k e  

the  paymaster s u b - l i e u t e n a t  c a l l e d  Stanqing. I n  those days i t  was customary 

f o r  the  Captain of these g rea t  s h i p s  t o  have the  midshipmen t o  breakfas t  and 

i n  due course two of u s  were invi ted .  I n  f ac t  i t  was r e a l l y  q u i t e  a p leasant  

occasion. When at Invergordon one of the  steam p i c k e t s  under a Senior Mid 

made a bad e r r o r  going alongside the  j e t t y  and drove such a l a r g e  hole i n  the  

s i d e  t h a t  it sank. Some of the  s t o r i e s  I r e l a t e  sound a b i t  absurd but when 

they s e n t  i n  t h e  second steam picket  boat i t  made an equal ly  s i l l y  manoeuvre 

and sank a longs ide  the  f i r s t  one. Wc a l l  then had t o  wr i t e  i n  our  journals  

how t o  save t h e  day. It was i n  t h i s  s h i p  tha t  I f i r s t  encountered "Dogs of 

W a r " .  One day i n  the  Cun Roon the  c ry  went up "Dogs of War - out Jason:" 

This  was a means of oust ing soneone from the  mess f o r  one reason o r  another.  

A t  t h i s  c ry  everybody was supposed t o  mass round Jason and l i t e r e l l y  chuck 

him ou t  of t h e  G u n  Room. Needless t o  s a y  the  Jasons of t h i s  world r e s i s t e d  

t o  t h e  very b e s t  of t h e i r  a b i l i t y .  It seerdd t o  s e  that a person =er.oved u d c  

t h i s  arrangement of ten  got q u i t e  seve re ly  hurt.  

Jo in ing  the  Berwick a t  Dcvonport w.ts a very d i f f e r e n t  a f f a i r .  She w a s  a 

County Class  Cruiser  of around ten  thousand tons and s o ,  i n  comparison v i t h  

the  W i ,  was much smaller.  The Gun Room too was smll  a n d  we only had 

e i g h t  s e m n  midshipen m.6 one, o r  was i t  tvo, pylslster nidshipcen. The 

sub l i e u t e n a n t  w a s  a very n ice  young ran ca l l ed  k l e m d e r  S i n c l a i r  a . d  l a t e r  

we a l s o  had another  ca l l ed  Henley. L i fe  on board conpared with the  k h a ~  

was, ns far as I vas concerned, almost l i k e  ikavcn. We hnd Chinese cooks and 



s tewards  who were r e a l l y  exce l l en t  and though they  probably made some money 

ou t  of u s  they  d id  i n  f a c t  feed and serve  us  well. The capta in  of the  Ferwick 

w a s  E r i c  R i t c h i e  Fent Who w a s  a pleasant  man and a l s o  a Iceen games player. 

The commander ca l l ed  Cather was, o r  looked, e l d e r l y  and was, I be l ieve ,  a t 0 r y . 3 ~  

and anti-submarine expert.  A s  I th ink  I s a i d  previous ly  I always wanted t o  

j o i n  t h e  Navy and, though I w a s  t o  a c e r t a i n  extent  ha l t ed  i n  my t r acks ,  it 

w a s  c r y s t a l  c l e a r  that Berwick, f o r  me a t  any r a t e ,  w a s  gging t o  be r i g h t  up 

my s t r e e t .  We s a i l e d  from Devonport m d  made our ',ray towards Gibra l ta r .  

I n  those  days all midshipmen had t o  keep a j o u r n j l  which had t o  be presented 

t o  t h e  "Snot t ies '  NurseH about once a foit-night I tti&* I n  t h i s  journal we 

had t o  recount  what we had done, v i t h  s p e c i a l  e n p h i s  on the  s h i p  and olr- 

p a r t  i n  it. Lookiw througn r;rj jo lxnal  f o r  t h i s  per iod  I see  that I had 

included many plans of p laces  vie v i s i t e d ,  examples of c e r t a i n  f a c e t s  of 

seamanship and p i c t u r e s  o r  even photographs of fo re ign  s h i p s  and so  for th .  

Though many men, even t h e  g rea t   els son, s u f f e r  dreadful ly  from s e a  

s i c k n e s s  and the  majori ty of ny group suffered  l ikewise ,  I have never ever  

been seasick.  It was the  same s t o r y  as we sped southwards towards Gib ra l t a r ,  

t h e  ma jo r i ty  o f  the  Gun Room w a s  far from well. Though the  movement of a sh ip ,  

I suppose, W a d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on how you f e e l ,  I always be l ieve  t h a t  smel ls  

such aa cooking and f u e l  o i l  have a g rea t  tendency t o  make one seasick. We 

only  had a s h o r t  s t a y  at G i b r a l t a r ,  a place I have always l iked.  There is, o r  

w a s  i n  those  days, p lenty  t o  buy at a f a i r l y  cheap r a t e  and hundreds of ca fes  

and bars. There were t h r e e  clubs;  one f o r  the  o f f i c e r s  of wardroom rank; 

one f o r  t h e  Warrant O f f i c e r s  and one f o r  the  Gun Room. They were nicknamed 

NOP (Naval O f f i c e r s  Pav i l ion ) ,  WOP (Warrant O f f i c e r s  Pavi l ion)  and GOP (Gun 

Room O f f i c e r s  Pnvilion).  I n  dl these  clubs the re  were f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  e a t i n g ,  

dr inking,  changing and, I suppose, rest ing.  I have never been very lucky at 

gambling but  I do remember one of those rcachinos i n t o  which you put mney,  

t w i s t  some b o b s  and e i t h e r  you get  nothing a t  dl o r  n s d l  p y  out  but ,  

once Fn a blue  w o n ,  the  =chine throws out every penny i t  has. We were 

playing wi th  one of these  mch ines  and I was the  cha:, involved when the  l i g h t s  

went out  t o  ind ica te  that t h e  Club w a s  a b u t  t o  close. I put i n  my k t  coin,  

M d d l e d  a h o b ,  and be l ieve  i t  o r  not the  machine spouted out the  l o t .  Was I 

l u c b ,  o r  dare  I aay f a i ' l y  luc lg ,  cm all ny f r i e n d s  then m i d  I wea t o  buy 

them a l l  a dr ink  on the  vag back. 

% s e a w n  mid8 were all at tached t o  a Division i n  the  .ship and t o  a 

certain ex ten t  we came under the  Divis ional  Officer .  I w e d  at tached t o  t h e  



Foretop and my immediate senior  w a s  a l i e u t e n a n t  c a l l e d  Hopkins. He w a s  very  

kind t o  me and I l i k e d  him very much. He gave me a book when I l e f t  two y e a r s  

l a t e r .  We steamed out of the  Mediterranean and through t h e  Suez Canal having - 
spent  a l o t  i n  A l e x a n d i a ;  on through t h e  Red Sea and be l ieve  me it w a s  hot  - 
I thought I would expire. The one o r  two smdll nnval s loops  s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  

Red Sea had a s p e c i a l  evening r i g  c a l l e d ,  s t r ange ly  enough, "Red Sea Rig". 

This  w w  a white  open necked s h i r t ,  blue t r o u s e r s  and a black cummerbund. 

Then a s h o r t  s t a y  i n  Aden and on t o  Colombo where we s tayed long enough t o  

p lay  some hockey and tennis .  It w a s  not too long before  we a r r i v e d  at 

Singapore. This  r e a l l y  is an Eastern c i t y  where the  shops a r e  f u l l  of "not 

too  good" bargains. Here we a l l  played games, a l l  went shopping and some of 

u s  pene t ra t ed  some of the  l e s s  ordinary places. I always remember one of t h e  

s e n i o r  mids having a meal i n  some posh r e s t a u r a n t  and a l l  he had t o  do w a s  t o  

s i g n  a ch i t .  He s a i d  a f t e r  we l e f t  Singapore that he had go t  away without 

paying a sou. He got a  very nasty shock because some month  l a t e r  when we 

came back t h e r e  was a c a l l e r  who demanded the  money then  and the re  o r  he would 

go and Bee t h e  captain.  Eventually we were o f f  t o  !-iong Kong. Now we were 

r e a l l y  on t h e  China S t a t i o n  and most of us were very exc i t ed  about it. We 

a r r i v e d  o f f  Hong Kong and passed through the  Lymun S t r a i t  i n t o  the  harbour. 

The f l a g s h i p  was H.M.S.Kent, another  County Class  c r u i s e r ,  and the  Comnander- 

in-Chief China S t a t i o n  was A'dmikal S i r  Freder ick  Dreyer, a ta l l ,  E g h l y  

e f f i c i e n t  and r a t h e r  f r ightening  man. Years l a t e r ,  when working f o r  his son 

a l s o  an admiral, I s a i d  t o  h i m ,  "You know, I w a s  a midshipman on the  China 

S t a t i o n  when your f a t h e r  was Commander-in-Chief and de  were scared  s t i f f  of 

him". He r e p l i e d ,  "I be t  you were not a s  scared  of him as we were." 

A midshipvan i n  my day d id  two years  and four  months of which th ree  months 

o r  s o  should i f  possible be spent i n  a  destroyer.  It was i n  a way a s t r ange  

l i f e  because though under i n s t r u c t i o n  you were a l s o  an o f f i ce r .  This  meant 

that t h e r e  were times when you were a c t u a l l y  being taught  and then times vhen 

you were i n  charge of a  tean  of ea i lo ra .  The more s e n i o r  you hecane the  g r e a t e r  

the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  you were given. I n s t r u c t i o n  f e l l  r e a l l y  i n t o  two parts. 

There was t h e  academic s i d e  when we d i d  s o  m y  hours a week with an I n s t r u c t o r  

O f f i c e r  who would teach ue physics,  a language and shipst cons t ruc t ion  from 

tho  t h e o r e t i c a l  point  of view. The ob jec t  of t h i s  was t o  ensure t h a t  we would 

not  be too  r u s t y  when we vent t o  Greenwich, the  a i m  of which was t o  b r a  US 

back t o  r e a l i t y  and i n a t r u c t  u s  in all these subjects. It a l s o  included a 

s h o r t  War Courae, coveriry s t a f f  work, l e c t u r e s  and discussions.  The o the r  

part of our  i n s t r u c t i o n  was l e v e l l e d  n t  the  p ro fess iona l  s i d e  of ou r  dut ies .  



lrle would spend a c e r t a i n  amount of time with the  Gunnery Of f i ce r ,  Torpedo 

O f f i c e r ,  Navigator and S igna l s  Off icer .  We would a l s o  do a few weeks i n  t ? . ~  

Engine Room. There we would do pipe t r a c i n g  and clean the  b o i l e r s ,  a  ghas t ly  

job, at any r a t e  a s  f a r  as I was concerned. We would spend a period i?. ee.ch 

main p a r t  of the  Engine Room Department and l e a r n  how t o  operate thc  

ranoeuvring va lves  e t c .  It taught us  t o  apprec ia te  jus t  what the enzine rocri 

s t a f f  had t o  do when given orders  from the  bridge. Ins t ruc t ion  memt t h a t  w 3  

would have t o  run motor boats ,  s a i l  whalers ,  work on the  fo recas t l e  and :zk? 

p a r t  i n  t h e  many d u t i e s  that cane under the  heading of General Dr i l l .  An 

in7or t an t  p a r t  of a midshipmn's  t r a i n i n g  was l ea rn ing  the  du t i e s  of the  

O f f i c e r  of t h e  !Jatch at s e a  and i n  harbour. He w a s  requi red  t o  undcrstuciy 

O f f i c e r  of t h e  Watch a t  s e a  and l e a r n  how t o  keep s t a t i o n ,  follow i n  the  bf2:rz: 

of t h e  next ahead and be ab le  t o  move the  s h i p  as requi red  bymznoeuvri:!g 

s i g n a l s .  During h i s  time as a midshipman he bad t o  l e a r n  how t o  mvig~k : ,  L! <; . . 
s h i p  both ou t  of s i g h t  of land as w e l l  as when coast ing.  This meant tka-l 11- 

had t o  take  sun,  moon and star s i g h t s  accura te ly  and s a t i s f y  the auth~ri i i , : ; :  

t'hc~t he could,  unaided, f i x  the  s h i p  accurately.  Likcr ise  i n  harbour b.e ::cr 

expected t o  l e a r n  h i s  d u t i e s  including inves t iga t ing  offences and dealir.2 

with emergencies such as f i r e ,  weather and so  for th .  This r e a l l y  would t 2  ki.:. 

l a s t  chance t o  l e a r n  these  d u t i e s  and ye t  still be under ins t ruc t ion .  FKX%S:{ 

enough a midshipman of t h e  watch i n  harbour could be q u i t e  useful .  T 'e  Si~;;la;. 

O f f i c e r  of t h e  Kent made a s i g n a l  t o  a Sub-lieutenant i n  another cruis.?r t c  

t h i s  e f f e c t  "To Sub-lieutenant Smith from C-in-C China F lee t :  Repeir on l-?:lr-:. 

a t  0903 tomorrow Wednesday. Dress f rock  coat and sword". The great  p ; ~ !  W:L: 

that the  S igna l  Of f i ce r  i n  Kent would be the  Of f i ce r  of the  Day m,d kc :I-? 

eoing t o  have the  laugh on the  f rock  coated Sub- l i eu tena t .  Alas, tk.c C:?::::i:: 

cane up and took the  O f f i c e r  of the  klatch %day. The keen midshic-an on \::.kc:. 

took the  f rock  coated Sub-lieutenant down t o  the  Admiral who w a s  not plc2.5~,: 

The S igna l  O f f i c e r  had h i s  leave stopped f o r  s i x  weeks. 

Revert ing back t o  our a r r i v a l  at  Rong Kong. A l l  sh ips  e n t c r i r ! ~  :kc ir.r.:.r 

barbour had t o  pass through Lymun Pass. This was a narrow entrance with qulr: 

s t e e p  rocky s lopes  on each s ide .  From the  Pass inwards there  sccced t o  kc 

nothing but  junks, sampans and o thc r  water c r a f t  w v i n g  i n  all dircct ic:!~.  

Trade, i r r e s p e c t i v e  of what the  r e l a t i o n s  were bctween the Chicese =d kit::.:. 

&overnments, continued by s e a  between China and Rong Kong and vice versa. 

Thc mosent we had secured thc  s h i p  w a s  core o r  l e s s  invaded by Chinese. :>-,.: 

wero looking f o r  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i o n s  and possibly soce hoping t o  

c o l l e c t  i t c w  bought i n  the  so-cal led ltric:?t West. I t  took some ti-c t C  ;u: 



t h ings  more o r  l e s s  s t r a i g h t .  F i n a l l y ,  I gathered,  t h e  Commander gave 

a u t h o r i t y  f o r  a few f i r m  t o  t rade  on board thereby exe r t ing  some form of 

cont ro l .  One of the  extraordinary th ings  t h a t  would occur w a s  when we were 

bound f o r  o the r  p o r t s  up north i n  China, including Weihaiwei, the  n u b e r  of 

Chinese would increase  subs tan t i a l ly  a i d  bel ieve  me i t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n t r o l  

the  import of people. 

We had, l i k e  the  Wardroom and the  Warrant O f f i c e r s '  Mess, Chinese cooks 

and stewards. The Gun Room Mess Head Steward was Ah Ling, r a t h e r  f a t  with a 

l a r g e  and chee r fu l  g r i n  on h i s  face. Then we had Wong Ta i ,  t he  Leading 

Steward, equa l ly  cheerful .  Wong Tai  looked a f t e r  the  wine and kept a record 

of w h a t  we a l l  consumed. Then the re  w a s  Fok A i  who I suppose was a Steward. 

He w a s  r a t h e r  t h i n  and wizened but q u i t e  nice. I cannot reaember now the  nmes 

of t h e  two cooks. These were what I would term the  O f f i c i a l  Chinese, but  as 

they a l l  seemed t o  have t h e i r  wingcrs o r  "makey-learny" i t  was not too easy 

t o  know how many Chinese there  were working f o r  us. 

Our pay as midshipmen was f ive  s h i l l i n g s  a day o r  seven pounds odd a month. 

Gut of that we had t o  pay our mess b i l l  and our wine b i l l  which w a s  r e s t r i c t e d  

t o  f i f t e e n  s h i l l i n g s  a month. I suppose our mess b i l l  would run t o  about 

four  o r  f i v e  pounds a  month. I w a s  r e a l l y  very lucky because my f a t h e r  gave 

me f o r t y  e i g h t  pounds a  year which w a s  c red i t ed  t o  the  Hong Kong and Shanghai 

Bank. This  w a s  r e a l l y  spending money. I forgot  t o  say  t h a t ,  over and above 

our f i v e  s h i l l i n g s  a day, there  were a few Jllowances such as Tropical  

Allowance which might ~ i v e  us another  one pound t en  s h i l l i n g s  o r  one pound 

and f i f t y  pence i n  new money. A t  l e a s t  one midshipan,  who wx the  son of a  

p r i e s t ,  had as f a r  as I know no money from h i s  family at a l l .  This meant that 

he was inva r i ab ly  shor t .  Later  i n  the  w a r  he w a s  k i l l e d  i n  a  destroyer  i n  the  

Mediterranean. 

The China F l e e t  consisted i n  ny day of about e igh t  o r  nine c r u i s e r s ,  two 

c a r r i e r s ,  two and sometimes t h e e  f l o t i l l a s  of des t royers ,  and a host o f  

s l o o p .  I n  a d d i t i o n  fbere  were a  nusber of submarines and a d e p t  ship.  

I n  the  Yangtse and West r i v e r s  there  were q u i t e  a nusber of p u b o a t s  w?Lch 

were r e spons ib le  f o r  pol icing these r ivers . . In the  Yangtse the re  w a s  a l s o  a 

F h g  O f f i c e r  Gun Boats conpletc with s t a f f .  Thcse s d 1  vesse l s  usudlly had 

th ree  o f f i c e r s  - a capta in  who was nor ra l ly  e i t h e r  a sen io r  Lieutennnt o r  

Lieutcnnnt-Comsnder, a F i r s t  Lieutenant and a Doctor. I have always gathered 

t h a t  they r e a l l y  r a t h e r  l i ked  t h e i r  role .  I n  nddi t ion  we always kept R s loop  



at Weihaiwei throughout t h e  winter  and i n  mid winter  i t  would be frozen in.  

I understood t h a t  t h i s  job was p r e t t y  popular too. 

B r i e f l y ,  we would be i n  the  sou th  during the  winter  months and sometimes 

we would be lucky enough t o  ge t  down t o  Aust ra l ia .  When it began t o  ge t  hot 

we would move northwards c a l l i n g  at many p o r t s  on the  way u n t i l  we f i n d l l y  

a r r i v e d  at Weihaiwei. There we would have our  rowing r e g a t t a  and a l s o  have 

a concent ra ted  period of exerc ises .  From Weihaiwei some s h i p s  might go f u r t h e r  

nor th ,  o t h e r s  could go t o  Japan, t h a t  is i f  r e l a t i o n s  were sa t i s f ac to ry .  Let 

me f i r s t  t e l l  you about Shanghai. This  g rea t  c i t y  l i e s  on t h e  Wang Po which 

is  o f f  t h e  Yangtse and it is q u i t e  e x c i t i n g  going up t h i s  mighty r ive r .  Fron 

t h e  seaward s i d e  i t  is poss ib le  t o  s e e  t h e  m d  from t h e  r i v e r  f o r t y  o r  more 

miles  out.  I n  those days p i l o t s  were e s s e n t i a l .  Evidently only the  p i l o t  

would know t h e  exact  s t a t e  of the  r i v e r  and all t h e  way up there  would be many 

junks, l a r g e  sampans as wel l  as q u i t e  a number of steam s h i p s  leaving  the  r i v e r .  

One could s e e  t r e e s ,  people f i s h i n g  and many l i v i n g  on board t h e i r  junks. 

A s  we turned i n t o  the  Wang Po the  ebb o r  flood t i d e  was very strong. Great 

ca re  had t o  be taken t o  a r r i v e  a t  Shanghai at s l a c k  water s o  t h a t  i t  w a s  easy 

t o  t u r n  round t o  face  t o  seaward. A l l  t he  way up you would s e e  a l a r g e  number 

of bodies f l o a t i n g  down stream. So many people l i v e d  a f l o a t ,  l i v i n g  was hard 

and s o  t h e  dea th  r a t e  w a s  enormous. On a r r i v a l  we steamed pas t  all the  

warships present .  These included Chinese, Japanese, American, P o r t u y e s e ,  

I t a l i a n ,  French and Br i t i sh .  A l i t t l e  beyond t h e  main mooring point  the re  

w a s  space t o  t u r n ,  which we d i d  as quickly  as possible.  Then we made our way 

down towards our  berth. Here we secured t o  head and s t e r n  buoys. The aim 

of course was t o  do all t h i s  before t h e  t i d e  turned and we suffered  from the  

e f f e c t  of t h e  f lood o r  ebb which was very s u b s t a n t i a l  indeed. Shanghai w ~ s  i n  

those days an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c i t y  where t h e r e  w a s  g r e a t  wealth and prosper i ty  

alongside d i r e  poverty. There was a B r i t i s h  part, French sec t ion  and Anerican 

a r e a  and s o  on. There was nothing you could not buy i f  you had the  mney. 

One could t r a v e l  by t a x i ,  rickshaw o r  walk. Nearly all t he  rickshaws were 

pu l l ed  by men who, I understood, never l i v e d  t o  a g r e a t  age. We were young 

and used t o  have rickshaw races  which, on r e f l e c t i o n ,  could not have been very 

p leasant  f o r  t h e  "puller". 

We used t o  r e o l i n  about s i x  weeks at  S w h a i  before ve were re l ieved by 

another  warship. A s  cl idshipxn we used t o  look at t h e  shops and o c c a s i o a y  

buy somth ing .  In the evenings wc went t o  some form of n igh t  club, and in some 

of then you pa id  a s r d l  fee  t o  dnnce with a Chinese g i r l -  I remcmber on onc 



occasion having moored up the  motor 'ooat I climbed down the  boom, got a samp&q 

and went ashore  t o  some night  haunt o r  other.  To ny horror  whom d id  I s e e  >u t  

t h e  Gunnery Of f i ce r ,  but he merely s a i d  "Good evening". A l a s ,  i n  the  morning 

I w a s  s e n t  f o r  and my leave  w a s  stopped f o r  a week. Colours i n  the  morning 

w a s  a p r e t t y  exhausting a f f e i r ,  as not only d id  the  Royal Marine Pan& play  

"God Save t h e  King" but a l s o  a l l  the  o the r  n a t i o n a l  a n t h e m  of a l l  tine f o r e i g a  

warships present .  Thus Me werc at the  s a l u t e  f o r  q u i t e  a long time and !/ere 

p r e t t y  worn ou t  by the  t i m *  the  "Carry on" w a s  so-mded. 

Af te r  l eav ing  Shanghai we went up thz  Y a ~ g t s e  t o  Pianking where we s t i g z a  

f o r  a few days. Three of us went shooting which ne,mt r e  !xid t o  grease our  

f e e t  t o  make s u r e  we d i d  not get  o7.e of the  p a y  t e r r i b l e  diszascs.  I cmnst  

now remember how m a y  snipe  we shot  vhen our ?a r ty  w a s  rudely in t e r ru2 ted  by 

t h r e e  Chinese who s a i d  we bad shot one of t h e i r  f r iends .  Iievicg looked et the  

body it more than c l e a r  th??t h? Pad been deed f o r  seve ra l  days. The s t o r y  

of our  v i s i t  t o  China would not be conplete i f  I d i d  not cent ion \leihai!.!ei. 

Th i s  w a s  f u r t h e r  u? nor th  f r o a  the  Ymgtsc ?md r.ot too  far from the  peninsulz 

j u t t i n g  out  eastwards from the  a rea  of Sflailtwg. It was a small i s l a n d  ar.d was 

w e l l  f i t t e d  ou t  with games f a c i l i t i c s .  There was a club f o r  the  o f f i c e r s  and 

one f o r  t h e  t roops  as well.  Therc W ~ E  a smll h o t e l ,  a gol f  course and nary 

o t h e r  countryside a t t r a c t i o n s .  It c i a ;  t he  one plece where we were allowed t o  

e a t  btrawhcrriCs es they d id  not usc h u m  ciL1'Lre here. 'We loved it. One day 

when we were weighing anchor we f o n d  t>at wz had picked up the  anchor l o s t  

many yea r s  previously. I Jlwzys reconher l e r r i o g  c;y Rolex watch t o  be r e p i r e d  

when we were deswtched a t  o ~ c z  t o  the Elediterrznsm f o r  the Abjtssi.-ian War. 

A '  y e a r  l a t e r  when back a t  Glcih~i:;ci I ue7.t t o  c o l l c c t  it and thore i t  w s  

wai t ing  f o r  me. We moved wes tvzds  a: high speed r e f u e l l i ~ <  a t  vmious  places; 

then up through the Suez Ccn.iL, mi f in- i l ly  t o  r e s t  a t  Alexzndria which h d  

i n c i d e n t a l l y  only onc c n t r ~ ~ c c .  :.lc loved Xlzx ss i t  was not too exyensive, 

ve were mcnbcrs of the  two clu3s ar.d thcr?  riJrc 6003 627.cS I a c i l i t i e s ,  

f u r t h e r m r c  wals wcre not too exyxs ivo .  Wc cxerc iscd  f r o a  t i c e  t o  t i n e  bat 

i n e v i t a b l y  spent  a l o t  of tic? i n  hlrbolu. F i n a l l y  we were rclezsed aqd back 

vc vent  t o  China. 

A s  t h c  end of our two ych-s and four contks approached wc had t o  take 

t h e  dreaded Seanxwhi:, cxacination. qe  were cxzzincd by n T'o&"d who 

nothing t o  do with our s h i p  a?d thc rc  vcrc m y  ccbjec ts .  I n  duo C O u r S C  i t  

was ovcr a t  l a s t .  Only two F i r s t  Class Certificates werc gaiced, one by 

R 0 d d  David and onc by nysclf. Beforc this a few of u s  h d  a;lplicd t o  t r i v e l  

back how by thc  Trs s -S ibc r inn  Railway. Thc C o z z ~ n d c r - i n z h i c f  r c fc r rcd  t h i s  



t o  t h e  Admiralty who s a i d  t h i s  would be inopportune s o  we a l l  went back i n  

H.M.S.Kent which was very s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  Berwick. 

We a r r i v e d  s a f e l y  i n  the  United Kingdom and a l l  went on leave. Meanwhile 

we got  our  uniforms changed and a gorgeous gold r i n g  put  on our  s leeves.  The 

courses cons i s t ed  of about s i x  months at the  Royal Naval College a t  Greenwich. 

Here one d id  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  such th ings  a s  s h i p  cons t ruc t ion ,  English,  Naval 

His tory ,  Physics and, of course, t he  Jun io r  Of f i ce r s '  War Course. This course 

w a s  r e a l l y  excel lent  as it taught  u s  t o  think. Not on ly  d id  we have some first 

c l a s s  l e c t u r e s  about the  world s i t u a t i o n  but we d l so  had a l o t  of problems 

t o  solve.  Some were of the  kind when a f t e r  the  ques t ion  had been asked you k d  

t o  g ive  your views i n  two minutes, l a t e r  e q l a i n i n g  the  reasons f o r  your 

decision.  Others  were f a r  more complicated than that and requ i red  much thought 

and study. It was r e a l l y  an in t roduc t ion  t o  artbaby" S t a f f  Course. On completioz 

of our  time at Greenwich we a l l  moved down t o  Portsmouth where we d id  courses 

i n  gunnery, navigat ion,  s i g n a l s ,  phys ica l  t r a in ing ,  torpedo and anti-submarine 

warfare and a shor t  d i v i s i o n a l  course. After  each course t h e r e  was of course 

the  dreaded examination. These e x a m ,  and how we d id ,  decided how long we 

would remain as a Sub-lieutenant before being promoted t o  Lieutenant.  I got  

a F i r s t  C lass  i n  Seamanship and Gunnery and Second Classes  i n  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  

sub jec t s .  F i n a l l y  we completed t h e  courses and I was appointed t o  H.M.S. 

Wellington. I should perhaps jus t  mention t h a t  many of u s  had a c a r  of s o r t s .  

The wealthy subs  had super ca r s ,  t h e  l e s s  wedlthy had o ld  crocks. I had a 

d i l a p i d a t e d  M.G. It was a two-seater wi th  a dicky. It was r e d  and s i l v c r i n e .  

I s o l d  it t o  another  sub c a l l e d  Douglas Voolf and I gathered t h a t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  

t h e  purchase i t  blew up. I got  a note  saying "You w i l l  never ever  s e l l  me 

another  car". . . and I never did. 

I had now f in ished my bas ic  t r a i n i n g  a n 4 d p ~ r t  f r o n  g e t t i n g  my Watchkeeping 

C e r t i f i c a t e ,  w a s  a f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  junior  o f f i ce r .  I n  a l l  i t  had taken ne not 

much l e s s  than  f i v e  years  t o  reach  this stage.  A p a r t  from the  profess ional  

s i d e  it gave me a f i r s t  c l a s s  l ead  i n t o  the  f i c l d  of l eade r sh ip  - a q u a l i t y  

so  i n F r t a n t  t o  a l l  of f i ce r s .  



NEW ZEALAND AND THE PACIFIC - 
When I w a s  busy doing courses at Portsmouth i n  19% I wrote t o  Admiral 

Henderson, who w a s  now Second Sea Lord, asking him whether there  would be any 

chance of my going Eas t  again once I had f in i shed  my courses. He rep l i ed  t h a t  

he would s e e  what he could do. Thus a f t e r  completing my courses, with a F i r s t  

C l a s s  i n  Gunnery and Second Class Passes i n  the  o t h e r s ,  I was appointed t o  

H.M.S.Wellington, a Royal Navy s loop s t a t ioned  i n  New Zealand. I was i n s t r u c t e d  

t o  t ake  passage i n  t h e  one c l a s s  l i n e r  Matororoa. I ar r ived  on hoard and I 

suppose t o  t e l l  t he  t r u t h  I was a l i t t l e  b i t  lonely. F ina l ly  we s a i l e d  away 

hound f o r  Panama and onwards t o  Mew Zealand. The s h i p  tended t o  be r a t h e r  f u l l  

of New Zealanders  a l l  of whon seemed very f r i e n d l y  so  i t   we^ not very long 

before  I found my f e e t .  There was one very n i c e  p a i r  ca l led  Vogel who I 

be l i eve  hera lded from t h e  Wellington area. When we ar r ived  at  Panama they 

very  k ind ly  gave a super  supper par ty  ashore t o  which I w a s  invi ted.  

Though I had been through the  Suez Canal s e v e r a l  times, t h i s  was my 

first time through the  Panama Canal. Whereas t h e  Suez Canal had a drop i n  

l e v e l s  of on ly  a few f e e t ,  here the  drop was s u b s t a n t i a l  and there  w a s  a l a r g e  

number of lock6 t o  pass through and the  f o r e s t s  sometimes came r i g h t  down t o  

t h e  banks on both  s ides .  It w a s  a f a sc ina t ing  t r i p  and one I s h a l l  always 

remember. One day I gathered  there  was t o  be a Fancy Dress dance and my g r e a t  

prohlem was t o  decide w h a t  on e a r t h  I was t o  wear. The harber s a i d  t o  me " m y  

don' t  you go as Adolf H i t l e r  ?I1. This  w a s  before t h e  Second World War, 

concent ra t ion  camps and tor ture .  I decided t o  go as he suggested and f o r  a 

sma l l  sum he made me up. A l l  I did on the  g rea t  day w a s  t o  march around, 

holding my r i g h t  arm at an angle, and saying "Heil Hitler". Don't laugh 

p lease  but I won t h e  first prize! One of the  people I remember is Miss 

R i c k e t t s  who w a s  much o l d e r  than I was but very kind indeed. She i n  f a c t  bad 

s e v e r a l  b o t t l e s  of booze del ivered t o  my cabin and i t  took ce qui te  a t i n e  t o  

d iscover  who the  very  kind donor was. 

On New Year's Eve 1937 we a r r ived  at  Auddand and I w a s  wt by the  un 

I was r e l i e v i n g ,  Lieutenant  VincentJones ,  a l a r g e  man who was, I f e l t ,  very 

happy t o  t h i n k  he was on h i s  way how. He had very kindly a r rWd a g i r l  

p a r t n e r  f o r  t h e  New Year's Eve "do" but  t h i s  w a s  not r e a l l y  ny evening 

a l though I seen  t o  have survived. The Welli@on was only about a thousand 



tons  with a t o t a l  complement of ninety-nine. The o f f i c e r s  cons is ted  of 

the  Captain, Conmander Loriston-Clarke; the  F i r s t  Lieutenant ,  Lieutenant 

Conmander H x r y  Elellor; Lieutenant Nigel Willmott, t he  Navigator and a l s o  

borne f o r  Supply Duties;  myself, a very young and pink Sub-Lieutenark; my 

g rea t  f r i e n d ,  Chief,  a  commissioned ene;ineer, Oert ie  Ho&e; the  Gunner, 

'b.E.:ott and of course a  doctor ,  Surgeon Lieutenant VaughJn-Jones. 

Auckland, which is  s i t u a t e d  i n  the  nor th  e a s t  of North I s l and ,  is t h e  

l a r g e s t  c i t y  i n  New Zealand and, being i n  the  nor th  of the  country, does ge t  

p r e t t y  hot i n  the  summer, which i n c i d e n t a l l y  is our winter.  The Naval Depot 

was a c r o s s  the  water i n  a place c a l l e d  Devonport where the  depot s h i p  lay. 

She was an  o l d  hulk c a l l e d  the  Philome1 but some years  l a t e r  she was scrapped 

and a decent shore harracks w a s  b u i l t  i n  her  place. One normally crossed from 

the  Devonport area t o  Auclcland by f e r r y  soae of which c a r r i e d  ca r s ,  l o r r i e s  

and o t h e r  vehicles .  Glhile I was out  the re  the re  w a s  a t e r r i h l e  acc ident  with 

one of the  c a r  f e r r i e s  which r e su l t ed  i n  seve ra l  c a r s  going over t h e  f r o n t  

edge causing a number of deaths. On our s i d e  of the  water the re  were some 

q u i t e  good games f a c i l i t i e s .  One nust remember t h a t  i n  those days the  New 

Zealand navy w a s  t iny .  The New Zealanders p a r t i a l l y  manned only  two c ~ i s e r s  

and a sweeper and they had a small  shore based group. The o f f i c e r s  were 

t r a i n e d  l a r g e l y  by the  Royal Navy. Those who had wives usual ly  found 

accommodation a t  Takapuna which w a s  not more than  a few miles out of Devonport. 

It is perhaps i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note t h a t  the  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  New Zealand and 

Japan a r e  all more o r  l e s s  the  s.me s ize .  T o h y ,  give o r  take a s m a l l  e r r o r ,  

the  populat ion of the  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  is i n  the  region of f i f t y - f i v e  mi l l ion ,  

t h a t  of Japan is we l l  over a hundred mi l l ion  while t h a t  of New Zealand is 

r e a l l y  sma l l ,  being only about th ree  n i l l i o n .  Both the  Eh-itish I s l e s  a?d 

Japan have t o  t rade  t o  l i v e  while New Zealand my need t rade  but can l a r g e l y  

look a f t e r  he r se l f  without much trouble.  

I an  o f t e n  asked what the  country w a s  l i k e  around Auckland. To t e l l  

the  t r u t h  I never t r a v e l l e d  very f a r  out  of the  genera l  a rea ,  but as soon as 

you go t  away from t h e  c i t y  and all its bui ld ings  you ran i n t o  farming country 

r a t h e r  l i k e  our own i n  EnglezZ. Though it is easy t o  ask what on e a r t h  d i d  

you do when at  Auckland, the f a c t  is that we were not there  very ouch as we 

were caving round the  coas t s  t ra in ing .  

Cue o f  the  first things I discovered w a s  t h a t  though the  Wellington W J s  

s t a t i o n e d  i n  New Zedand  t h i s  was only part of her  dut ies .  She was uaed f o r  



f i v e  months of each year  t r a i n i n g  the  New Zealand Naval Volunteer Reserve, 

followed bj two c r u i s e s  i n  the  Pac i f i c  tak ing  round the  High Commissioner f o r  

Western P a c i f i c ,  first t o  the  eas t e rn  i s l a n d s  then  back t o  Suva and F i j i  before 

do& the  western groGp. ' Fina l ly  we had two months r e f i t t i n g  i n  Austral ia .  

One o f  our  first t a s k s  was t o  go up t o  Canton I s l a n d  i n  the  Phoenix Group 

i n  order  t o  p l a n t  many thousan< coconut t r e e s ,  and I went ashore t o  the  

Agr icu l tu ra l  Department i n  Suva t o  ask  how we should do t h i s .  There were 

v i r t u a l l y  no t r e e s  on Canton Is land a t  all, ye t  Hull I s l and ,  only a llundred 

mi les  away, was covered with t r e e s  and had as a r e s u l t  qu i t e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  

r a i n f a l l .  The Agr icu l tu ra l  Deprtment had s a i d  t h a t  there  w a s  nothing e a s i e r  

than t o  scoop a hole i n  the  ground and put i n  a  coconut seed. What they d i d  

not t e l l  me was t h a t  although the  r a i n f a l l  i n  Suva was s u b s t a n t i a l ,  i n  Canton 

I s l a n d  it w a s  almost n i l .  We planted them as I had been told.  ;,elieve i t  o r  

not t h e  r e s u l t  w a s  d i sas t rous  a s  only about f i v e  ever  emerged. 
.. 

.. 

Most of t h e  Polynesian groups of i s l a n d s  were similar, except t h a t  some 

had a l o t  of t r e e s ,  while  a few such as Canton I s l and  had almost none. They 

were a l l  c o r a l  i s l a n d s  and there  was i n  almost every case an entrance i n t o  

t h e  lagoon. Sometimes it was possible t o  sai l  through the  entrance and anchor 

ins ide .  Sometimes t h e  water through t h e  entrance was too shallow f o r  en te r ing  

i n  which case it w a s  necessary t o  anchor outside.  C a r e h a d  t o  be tiken, ns 

c o r a l  at t h e  bottom o f  the  s e a  i n  these  a r e a s  was not  good holding ground, and 

t h i s  m a n t  keeping steam at f a i r l y  s h o r t  not ice.  Apart from f i s h i n g  t h e r e  w a s  

swimming, bu t  t h e r e  were of course sharks  a d  barracuda which t o  the  swimmer 

were almost as dangerous as sharks. Ashore t h e r e  were t u r t l e s .  Mrs. T u r t l e  

would go round scraping  holes i n  the  sand and s i t t i n g  i n  each hole. She would 

then cover t h e  hole wi th  sand. I n  f a c t  she only l a i d  her eggs, a  l a r g e  number, 

i n  one hole a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  heing a blind. The eggs would remain cooking f o r  

some time by I suppose, baked i n  t h e  sun. Eventually the  eggs would 

break and the  haby t u r t l e s  would energe. They then had the  dangerous job of 

g e t t i n g  down t o  the  sea.  During t h i s  p e r i l o u s  journey they were a t tacked by 

b i r d s  and o t h e r  t u r t l e - e a t i n g  creatures.  Once they  were in the  sea  they were 

s a f e r  except f o r  a t t a c k s  by barracuda. The casua l ty  r a t e  is subs tan t i a l .  

Onc of  the  mst i n t e r c s t i x  th ings  is t b t  t r e e s  b r i w  ra in .  An i s l a n d  

wi th  ahcost no t r e e s  w i l l  ge t  almost no r a i n ,  on the  o ther  hand an i s l a n d  

l i k e  H u l l  which is w e l l  wooded s e e m  t o  bene f i t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  from rain, which 

is SO inpor t an t  t o  those  who l i v c  on a c o r a l  i s land.  I n  a l w e t  a l l  these 

i s l a n d s  the  coconut t r e e  is of p e a t  importance as i t  i e  the  s t a p l o  d ie t .  



The t r e e s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  owned by fami l i e s  who look a f t e r  them most ca re fu l ly  

and t o  s t e a l  another  man's coconuts is a crime of some importance. The most 

a t t r a c t i v e  t h i n g  about the  Polynesian I s l ands  w a s  t h a t  a l l  t h e  na t ives  appewed 

t o  be s o  happy. There were a few occasions when some of the  na t ives  were, i n  

a manner of speaking, sen t  t o  jail, and then they wore odd s k i r t y  th ings  with 

broad arrows on them. I n  some i s l a n d s  there  was an Administrator who offered  

the  s e r v i c e s  of sone "convicts" t o  do such th ings  as washing the  s h i p ' s  s i d e ,  

which they dl seemed t o  enjoy. 

I n  those days the  objec t  w a s  t o  occupy as many of these l i t t l e  i s l a n d s  

as poss ib le  which meant having one o f f i c i a l  on each i s l a n d  more o r  l e s s  f o r  

ever. lale used t o  e r e c t  a board s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i s l a n d  belonged t o  H i s  

rh-itannic Majesty. However these  n o t i c e s  were use le s s  unless  the  i s l a n d s  were 

occupied a s  well .  What we were doing w a s  lay ing  a s t ake  f o r  fu tu re  air bases. 

1 remember on one occasion our representa t ive  on Canton I s l and  complained of 

toothache and a decision had t o  be taken whether t o  allow our  doctor  t o  remove 

the  too th  o r  not. Af te r  a considerable amount of d iscuss ion  i t  w a s  agreed t h a t  

he should remove the  offending tooth. This  he d id ,  o r  thought he did. Imagine 

the  hor ro r  when it w a s  discovered that he had removed the  wrong tooth. 

When we went on these  c r u i s e s  we embarked H i s  Excellency the  High 

Commissioner of the  Glestern Pac i f i c ,  S i r  Harry Luke, h i s  ADC, a very nice young 

man c a l l e d  J o s s  Nicholls,  and sometimes the  Secretary,  Mr.Vaskess. I n  many of 

t h e  i s l a n d s  t h e  High Commissioner would l and  i n  p l a i n  c lo thes  but i n  some of 

the  l a r g e r  and, I suppose, more important i s l ands  he would land i n  f u l l  d res s  

uniform, cocked hat and all, with a l l  t he  ceremony t o  which he w a s  e n t i t l e d .  

Usually t h e r e  was sone s o r t  of leave  f o r  the  s h i p ' s  company at the  var ious  

i s l a n d  s tops .  Frequently there  w a s  a dancing d isp lay  i n  the  l o c a l  hut known 

a s  the  "miniapi". I f ,  when watching these dances, a na t ive  g i r l  came and 

dance6 i n  f r o n t  o f  you, you vere then expected t o  dance t o  he r  t o  the  he6t of 

your a b i l i t y  i n  thanks t o  her. Frequently various ch ie f s  and high-ups would 

bc i n v i t e d  on board and sometimes a few would be allowed t o  f i r e  the  .saluting 

gun. It v a s  ususl t o  approach the  i~lads not too e a r l y  i n  the  aorning v i t h  

cnny look-outs  i n  pos i t ion ,  thus enabling us t o  b v c  as good a chance of 

s p o t t i n g  shoal watcr as possible. When the  Wellington w a s  a b l e  t o  e n t c r  i n t o  

t h e  lagoon i t  w s  v i s e  t o  send i n  one of the motor boats  f i r s t ,  sounding ell 

t h e  way. One of the  g rea t  occupations f o r  the s h i p ' s  c o r n y  uas f ishing.  

It vas extremely easy t o  ca tch  f i s h ,  as sowt imes  dl you needed t o  do was t o  .. - - r 



put a n ice  c l ean  hook i n t o  the  water and, before you could s a y  "Jack Robinson" 

you had hooked a f i sh .  Tropical  f i s h  s t r a i g h t  out o f  the  s e a  were de l i c ious ;  

they  d i d ,  however, d e t e r i o r a t e  from t h e  t a s t e  ~ o i n t  of view very quickly. - 
One of t h e  major catches would be sharks. You could only ca tch  a shark  if 

you had a reasonable bun!< of raw neat  a s  h a i t  and i t  depended on the  hutcher  

how nuch he would spare.  I f  you d id  hook a shark  it was a quest ion of "Clear 

Lower Deckn t o  ge t  the  beas t  out of t h e  water. Once above t h e  water the  usual  

procedure w a s  t o  shoot i t  with z .303 b u l l e t .  

EIany of t h e  smaller  i s l a n d s  would be occupied only by na t ives ,  but i n  

each group t h e r e  would be an adminis t ra tor  who would ge t  around h i s  i s l ands  

f a i r l y  frequently.  

A t y p i c a l  c ru i se  woult! be as follows: 

Arrive Place - Depart 

Sydney Friday 10th June 
+ 

Saturday 18 th  June Suva Monday 20th June 

---------------------------Cross Date Line-------------------------------- . . 

Friday 24th  June Phoenix Group Saturday 25th June 

Wednesday 29th  June Hieu Saturday 9 t h  J u l y  
---------------------------Cross Date Line--------------------------------- 

Monday 18th J u l y  
.. 
Suva & F i j i  Group Saturday 30th  J u l y  * 

Tuesday 4 t h  August Ocean I s l and  Monday 8 t h  A u y s t  

Tuesday 9 t h  August Gi lbe r t  I s l e s  Monday 22nd August 

f i e s d a y  Z3rd August E l l i c e  I s l e s  Tuesday 30th  August 

Wednesday jlst August Rotuoah Friday 2nd Septenber 

+ E n b ~ r k  H i s  Excellency thc  High Comiss ioner  f o r  the  Western Pac i f i c  

Discobark H i s  Excellency the High Comiss ioner  f o r  the  Western P a c i f i c  

h a t  t h e  High Comiss ioncr  d id  was t o  inspect  t h e  i s l a n d  and w e t  the 

va r ious  c h i e f s ,  and at c e r t a i n  i s l a n d s  he would a l s o  r e e t  t he  white 

A&-inistrator.  (Xu doctor would, as f a r  as poss ib le ,  t r e a t  t h e  s i c k  and 

render a r e p o r t  on the  ~ e d i c a l  s t a t e  of the  is land.  Leave, which r e a l l y  

want bath ing  and p icnic  p a r t i e s ,  was al lowed,as we l l  of course as games. 

I n  mst o f  the  is1m.d.s we v i s i t e d  t h c r c  would be f o o t b a l l  and f requent ly  

c r i c k e t  t c m 8 ,  and the  Hcllington w a s  expected t o  provide her  o m  t e a m .  It 

always mazed  me how tho na t ives  would play n very good g m  of f o o t b a l l  i n  



bare  f e e t .  A kick  from a bare-footed na t ive  was r e a l l y  not very funny. 

To s t a r t  with I was a b i t  f r ightened of the  F i r s t  Lieutenant,  Harry Mellor,  

but  as time passed I got t o  l i k e  him very much indeed. He was undoubtedly a 

very  good Number One and r a n  the  s h i p  extremely well.  From him I l e a r n t  

a g r e a t  deal .  Not only d id  I l e a r n  the  a c t u a l  profess ional  s i d e  of ny d u t i e s  

but  a l s o  how t o  l ead ,  a q u a l i t y  which I have found t o  be a r e a l  a s s e t  i n  my 

naval  l i f e .  Harry w a s  good at  games, p a r t i c u l a r l y  c r i c k e t  and hockey, he was 

a l s o  a born a c t o r  and w a s  always the  l i f e  and s o u l  of every Concert Party we 

ever  did. Not only was he good a t  it but I too  w a s  made t o  perform, which I 

d i d  at f i r s t  r a t h e r  incompetently, but l a t e r  I got b e t t e r  and b e t t e r ,  provid~cl  

I d i d  not fo rge t  my words. 

The i s l a n d e r s  were r e a l l y  divided i n t o  three  groups. Those who came 

from the  i s l a n d s  ly ing  t o  the  e a s t  of Aus t ra l i a  who were e happy and cheerfu l  
~~ 

l o t ,  brought up l a r g e l y  or? coconuts and f i s h ,  and were a s  f a r  as I gathered 

never cannibals .  It w a s  those from Polynesia who eventual ly  moved south t o  

form the  Maoris i n  New Zealand. Then the re  were the  Melanesians who came f ron  

t h e  i s l a n d s  more t o  the  nor th  of Aust ra l ia .  They were darker than the 

Polynesians and had f r i z z y  hair. These were purported t o  have been cannibals. 

I n  our v i s i t o i t  was not poss ib le  t o  know whether some were cannibals  o r  not.  

Cer ta in19 some na t ives  and poss ib ly  the  odd white d i d  disappear al together .  

F i n a l l y  t h e r e  were the  Micronesians who came from t h e  i s l ands  t o  the  nor th  ar.d 

west of Aust ra l ia .  They were a smal ler  race ,  darker  and almost ce r t a in ly  

cannibals  i n  t h e i r  time. 

The High Conmissioner Western P a c i f i c ,  who f o r  most of my time w a s  S i r  

Harry Luke, w a s  a l s o  the  Governor of F i j i .  He w a s  r e a l l y  a nice n?~n who w a s  

b l e s sed  wi th  a g rea t  sense of hmour. He a l so ,  so  I gathered, r a t h e r  l i k e d  

his food. I n  thosc days of piping pcacc a l o t  used t o  go on i n  the wardroo3 

at n i g h t s  and ps-titularly s o  a t  sca.  I n  those good o l d  days Bcrtie Hodge, 

e g r e n t  f r i e n d  of mine, who w z s  t he  Chief Engineer of the  sh ip ,  was a p e a t  

hula-hula dancer. Complete with g r a s s  s k i r t  and bare bosom he would appear 

f r o o  t i n e  t o  t i a e ,  n record would be put on and Chiefy used t o  do the most 

superb g rass - sk i r t  dance. Y e u s  l a t e r  I i n s i s t e d  i n  sh ips  under ny co-d 

that t h e r e  w a s  t o  be no drinking at  s e a ,  but i n  those days the  s i t u a t i o n  was 

a b i t  d i f f e r e n t .  We had soon, r e a l l y  rowdy and, dare I say, lovcly p a r t i e s  i n  

t h e  mess a t  sca.  They were invar iably  run by Harry Hellor. One of the t e r r i b l c  

snags  vss when we heard thn t  H i s  Excellcncy wished t o  c o w  dovn t o  take part 



i n  these  rcisdemeanours. Sooner o r  l a t e r  we knew t h i s  would happen and indeed 

it did. A p a r t y  w a s  going wel l  when suddenly t h e  door opened and i n  walked 

S i r  Harry. Af te r  plying hi31 with dr ink  the  p a r t y  d id ,  a f t e r  a fashion ,  g e t  

under way again  and we hoped t h a t  he had enjoyed it. Whether he approved o r  

not  we never a c t u a l l y  heard. Often we would p ick  up a Colonial  Administrator 

f o r  n t r i p  t o  .another i s l a n d  o r  poss ib ly  back t o  F i j i .  Inev i t ab ly  these  young 

chaps who had been, i f  anything, l o n e l y  i n  t h e i r  i s l a n d s  would be teilpted t o  

hs.ve the  e x t r a  duty f r e e  drink. I can renenber when we had an unexpected v i s i t  

from S i r  Harry who w a s  ev iden t ly  f a r  from amused. Rather 2 narrow and s i l l y  

view I thought. Young men who hzve been separa ted  from the  ou t s ide  world, when 

t zk ing  passage i n  an H.M.ship with duty f r e e  dr ink ,  a r e  more than l i k e l y  t o  

have an e x t r a  one occasionally. 

When one is v i s i t i n g  south  s e a  i s l a n d  a f t e r  sou th  s e a  i s l a n d  it is 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  describe every v i s i t  as each one has a s i m i l a r i t y  with the  o the r s .  
. . 

The f i r s t  t h i n g  we d id  was t o  arrange t o  a r r i v e  a t  each i s l a n d  not too e a r l y  

s o  t h a t  good look-outs could r epor t  shoa l  o r  shallow water. Many of the  c h a r t s  

we were us ing  'had not been checked f o r  many years ,  and of course c o r a l  is a l i v e  

and growing s o  constant  checks had t o  be made. There were one o r  two occasions 

when we ourse lves  c a r r i e d  out  what one might descr ibe  as a quick sketch  survey. 

On a r r i v a l  at  the  i s l and  we usual ly  anchored and then s t r e a n s  of boats  a r r ived .  

Where t h e r e  w a s  a white Administrator he would inva r i ab ly  be the  f i r s t  t o  

board and pay h i s  r e spec t s  t o  the  High Conmissioner. One very i n t e r e s t i n g  

t h i n g  t o  s e e  on many of the  i s l a n d s  w a s  t h e  e f f e c t  that Roman Catholic  

miss ionar ies  had had on t h e  i s landers .  I an a member of the  Church of England 

and an sometimes a l i t t l e  b i t  suspic ious  of the  Rocan Church. Not so  i n  these  

i s lands .  Mar.y missionaries  had b u i l t  churches and schools  and were c a r r y i ~ g  

ou t  a very nc t ive  and good p r o g r m e .  They were keen t o  show u s  everything 

and I pe r sona l ly  w a s  highly impressed wi th  w b t  I saw. They were teaching 

t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  most ably. The usual  food f o r  most i s l a n d e r s  w a s  based on 

coconuts and f i sh .  However, when we v i s i t e d  some of t h e  i s l a n d s  we were 

o f fe red  " n i l l i o n a i r e ' s  salad". This  meant c u t t i n g  down the  coconut t r e e  and 

us ing  the  cen t re  of the  t o p  as a salnd.  It was q u i t e  exce l l en t ,  but when oae 

r e a l i s e s  t h a t  once the  t r e e  is cu t  down t h a t  is the  end of i t ,  perhaps t h e  

m e  " n i l l i o n e i r e ' s  salad" h the  r i q  of t r u t h  about it. 

Som of  t h e  i s l m d s  were cuch corc  soph i s t i ca t ed  t b a  o thers .  There were 

two such i s la !ds ,  Ocem and N i n .  Both abour.dcd i n  p h o s p h t e  and I can 

rcocn!%?r that Occam I s l a n d  w a s  producing soacth ins  i n  the  region  of hdlf a 



mil l ion  t o n s  a year. The water was very deep and t h e r e  were enormous buoys 

t o  which we secured. If the  wind s h i f t e d  s o  as t o  blow us  towards the  land 

then we had t o  s l i p  and get  t o  sea. I n  order  t o  n ine ,  and t h a t  is exact ly  

what t h e  phosphate a u t h o r i t i e s  d id ,  one requi red  i n  addi t ion  t o  a c e r t a i n  

amount of what one might c a l l " s 1 a v e  labour" a f a i r  number of engineers and 

o t h e r  t e c h n i c a l  white personnel. Most of these  'had wives and chi ldren which 

l e d  f i r s t l y  t o  adequate medical f a c i l i t i e s  inc luding a hosp i t a l ,  and then of 

course schools  f o r  the  chi ldren,  Then shops with food nore s u i t a b l e  t o  the  

western p a l a t e  were needed. I n  f a c t  t he re  w a s  a t h i v i n g  community which, 

unfor tunate ly ,  a l s o  requi red  the necessary po l i ce  and courts. Going t o  these  

two i s l a n d s ,  Nauru being the  b igges t ,  w a s  fun. There w a s  always plenty t o  do 

and many v i s i t o r s ,  and the  people loved having a warship i n  and were very 

hospitable.  Because of the  l a rge  amount of phosphate nined each year the re  

w a s  a s t eady  flow of shipping i n  and out. I n  those days I do not think it 

ever  crossed my mind t'hat the  western world w a s  r e a l l y  taking a -lot from these  I islands and paying very l i t t l e  in re turn .  k i n g  t h e  l a a t  couple of years  

(1980-2) a f a i r l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a c t i o n  has been brought against  t he  companies 

concerned and i t  looks as i f  considerable compensation has now been paid. 

I t h i n k  some of t h e  more i n t e r e s t i n g  i s l a n d s  were the Solomons, as the  

n a t i v e s  were f a r  more primit ive and warl ike than t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  quie t  and 

p..aceful Polynesians. When we a r r ived  of f  a Solomon i s l and  grea t  warlike 

ccnoes would come out  t o  meet us  with the  na t ives  o r  Melanesians all chanting 

together .  Many of these  i s lands  were high and wooded and it w a s  thought t b a t  

sone cannibalism went on i n  these higher p la ins .  Many of the  men had what I 

would c a l l  a s h o r t  wooden peg through the  piece of f l e s h  joining the  two 

n o s t r i l s  and s e v e r a l  of them had a s a f e t y  p in  through the lobe of an ear. 

Much of t h e  dancing was a m r e  p u g i l i s t i c  form of t h t  which we had seen 

elsewhere. Some of what I would t e r n  to t en  poles  depicted the  nale organs 

and I renemSer one, p r e s b b l y  very o ld ,  head nask. It w a s  made of clay and 

g r a s s  and was worn by witcb doctors  i n  the  o ld  ceremonial dances. Furthernore 

these  were the  f i r s t  i s l a n d A ~ w h e r c  we had a c t u d l l y  hcard of witch doctors ,  

a1d I th ink  i t  was f o r  t h i s  rcason t b ~ t  the  n i s s i o n a r i c s  made vcry l i t t l e  

progress. I rcmcmbcr a &s.Kooper, wife of a G e m ,  who, we understood, h d  

I l i v e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  over f o r t y  years. Though I never thought of it a t  t hc  

t i a e ,  I now wonder whcther thc  Gerran bad not been planted nany y e a s  e a r l i e r .  

Thc ex t rao rd ina ry  t h i n g  abut these nsits w a s  t ha t  none of us  had appreciated 

that this vas n likely area  f o r  w,w in a few years' t ime .  I do howevcr 

I rcmembcr that no B r i t i s h  sh ips  were ever  allowed t o  v i s i t  the  Harshdu and 



Caroline I s l a n d s  which were occupied by the  Japanese. The High Commissioner 

and, s t r a n g e l y  enough, the  Gunner were c a r r i e d  ashore i n  a na t ive  canoe and 

put g e n t l y  down. A t  one i s l and  the re  w a s  what was termed a "tamet1 shark  kept  

i n  a pool. The shark to my way of th inking d id  not look too f r i end ly .  On a 

number of v i s i t s  we were o f t en  given a present  of a whole cooked pig. A s  far  

as I can r e c a l l  we never a c t u a l l y  a t e  these  as they d id  not on c lose  

examination look all t h a t  a t t r a c t i v e .  

When we v i s i t e d  Roturnah I s l and  the re  b r a s  a dance planned by the  

missionaries .  Painted on the  ground was t h e  o u t l i n e  of a Union Jack and t h e  

hoys and g i r l s ,  a l l  c l ad  i n  s k i r t s  and, I dare say ,  white blouses,  would dance 

along the  l i n e s  marking out the  f lag .  This  w a s  I th ink  a regu la r  "do" as we 

had t h e  same dance on our second v i s i t .  I n  the  af ternoon we had loads  of 

ch i ld ren  on board escor ted  by a missionary. 

Though we d i d  two c ru i ses  of about f i v e  month  i n  l eng th  and we met many 

admin i s t r a to r s  I can only remember a few. There w a s  a very n ice  man at Ocean 

I s l a n d  c a l l e d  Arthur Grinble who wrote a lovely  book ca l l ed  "A P a t t e r n  of 

Islands" which t o l d  the  s t o r y  of h i s  l i f e  i n  the  South Paci f ic .  It covered 

a g r e a t  d e a l  of the  b e l i e f s  and cus tom of the  var ious  i s l ander s .  It is a 

book w e l l  worth reading and I was very pleased t o  hear  many years  l a t e r  t h a t  

the  author  had been knighted. Another g r e a t  man we met was c a l l e d  Garvey. 

He w a s  not only  very n ice  but a l s o  highly i n t e l l i g e n t .  h y  years  l a t e r  he 

became t h e  High Commissioner of the  Western P a c i f i c  and I should imagine a 

very  good and human one too. Looking back, I o f t e n  f e e l  how lucky I was t o  

serve  i n  t h e  Wellington as I got an idea  of j u s t  what the  Colonial Service 

d id ,  not  only i n  these i s l ands  f o r  the  na t ives ,  but when one remembers t h a t  

money w a s  not exac t ly  p l e n t i f u l  I f e e l  that g rea t  c r e d i t  is due t o  the  &?y 

admin i s t r a to r s  who were responsible f o r  doing so  much with s o  l i t t l e .  

One nay w e l l  ask w h a t  d id  a sub-l ieutenant  do i n  a sloop. Well I bad 

t h e  f o r e c a s t l e  d iv i s ion  and thus  w a s  the  Cable Off icer .  I can reeember once 

when we had t o  moor - t h a t  is with two cuchors down - which, a s  f a r  a s  the  

Navy was concerned, meant i n s e r t i n g  a mrivel s o  that as t he  s h i p  svung round 

the  s v i v e l  took the  tu rn  out o f  the  cable. There is nothin8 r e a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  

about p u t t i n g  i n  a swivel but one nust  th ink  c a r e f u l l y  when doing it. It means 

i n s e r t i n g  t h e  swivel  i n t o  the  weather cable and then bringing the  inner  end of 

tlx l e e  cab le  round i n t o  the  weather hawse pipe,  securing i t  t o  the  inner  e3d 

and than  haul ing  thn whale cable and swivel  back through the  l e e  hawse p i p  



and connecting i t .  We had i n  those days a  superb chap ca l l ed  Able Seaman 

Vickery and he was r e a l l y  ny r i g h t  hand man. Having got  the  swivel p a r t i a l l y  

i n  he then s a i d  "Jus t  knock off t h a t  sk ip ,  sir, and everything w i l l  be fine". 

Luckily enough I hes i t a t ed  and then s a i d  !'No, Vickery, i f  we do t h a t  we s h a l l  

l o s e  not  only t h e  swivel  but both anchors and cables  too". I was r igh t  and 

thank God s o ;  had I nade t h i s  e r r o r  I do not th ink  I would have been a t  a l l  

popular. 

I w a s  a l s o  the  Signal  Off icer  which d id  not i n  f a c t  mean very much, 

I looked a f t e r  all the  conf iden t i a l  and s i ~ n a l  publ ica t ions  which were kept 

locked up i n  s a f e s  i n  the  cap te in ' s  cabin. This w a s  not r e a l l y  very onerous 

work except t h a t  it d id  involve all the  cyphers and codes. You can laugh, i f  

you must, because one day I thought I had locked up t h e  books safe ly .  Imagine 

ny cons terna t ion  when I was sen t  f o r  by t h e  capta in  who pointed out that I had 

l e f t  one ches t  unlocked. I do not be l ieve  t h a t  he ever  forgave me. 

I enjoyed our v i s i t s  t o  the  i s l a n d s  very much. I n  some of the  l a r g e r  ones 

we used t o  put  on a Concert Farty. Here Harry Mellor was bas i ca l ly  the l i f e  

and s o u l  of it. I used t o  do qu i t e  a f u m y  piece e n t i t l e d  "Cooking the  Dinner". 

The doctor ,  s t r ange  t o  say,  used t o  do a couple of v i o l i n  so los .  There w a s  

p l en ty  of s i n g i n g  and jokes and genera l ly  these shows went down well. 

Another job I had t o  do w a s  t he  c a t e r i n g  f o r  the  Wardroom food. This  

w a s  no t  t o o  d i f f i c u l t  except that a s  soon a s  the  High Conmissioner cane on 

board my d i f f i c u l t i e s  increased. With t h e  help of h i s  ACC, Joss  Nicholls,  

I seemed t o  g e t  on f a i r l y  well. 

Thouzh we spent  f i v e  months each year  c ru i s ing  round the Pac i f i c  I s l ands  

we a l s o  spent  a similar period t r a i n i n g  the  New Zealand Volunteer Naval Reserve. 

This  neant s a i l i n g  r i g h t  round Hew Zealand and g iv ing  ins t ruc t ion  t o  the var ious  

un i t s .  Hew Zedand  is P. great  place because the re  is l i t t l e  t h a t  you cannot 

do there .  You can play any g ~ e  you l i k e ,  sail, s k i ,  c l inb ,  shoot and goodness 

knows what. Host pcople who have met New Zealanders i n  England say  how n ice  

they all are .  This  is t r u e ,  although i n  New Zedland there is a tendency f o r  

then t o  look and th ink  loca l ly .  They tend t o  be r a t h e r  inward-looking people. 

We i n  the  wardroom used t o  divide then up i n t o  two groups. The ones we l i k e d  

bes t  d id  not  have such a accent as m y  did. Then we had the  o t h e r s  

vbo verc nuch co re  down t o  e a r t h  and usual ly  had a very stmnf accent ,  but on 

balance we l i k e d  then all. This reminds me of a s t o r y  a b u t  a B r i t i s h  A r m y  



o f f i c e r  who w a s  severe ly  wounded and w a s  i n  due course picked up by some 

Aust ra l ian  nurses. A s  he regained consciousness he asked "Did I come here t o  

d i e ,  nurse ?I' To which he got the  r e p l y  "Oh no, you came here yesterday". - ~. 

I enjoyed my t i a e  i n  New Zealand as we more o r  l e s s  c i r c u n ~ a v i g a t e d  both  

islands, s topping a t  dozens of small places ,  and of course some of the  l a r g e r  

ones too. I thin!< one of the  most popular was Gisborne. I can remember one 

of our  v i s i t s ,  when the  Mayor and Corporation czqe on board and included i n  

t h e  p r t y  w a s  a young g i r l  who could not have been more than fourteen,  i f  t h a t .  

Drinks were o f fe red  and there  was a tendency f o r  m63t of the  gues ts  t o  ask  f o r  

whislcy. The capta in  then asked t h i s  young g i r l  whether she would l i k e  an 

o r a n g e  o r  lemon squash. "No thank you, I would p re fe r  whisky please" she sa id .  

We enjoyed Gisborne Fecause i t  w a s  a b a s i c a l l y  farming a r e a  2nd everyone gave 

u s  such a g r e a t  welcome, and the  s h i p ' s  company were enter ta ined  t o  the  f u l l .  
.. 

We loved i t .  I can we l l  remember too  when we went t o  Christchurch f o r  the  

Race Week. Two o r  three  of u s  went t o  the  r a t h e r  swish club before the  r a c e s ,  

and I o f f e r e d  the  o thers  a drink which i n  due course arr ived.  I then asked 

t h e  wai ter  whether I could have the  account. "Oh no sir, we never take  t h e  

money here - j u s t  s ign  t h i s  c h i t  and it w i l l  be forwarded t o  you". I have 

never been a rac ing  nan but I must record  that on my f i r s t  day a t  t h i s  Race 

Week I a c t u a l l y  won q u i t e  a reasonable amount of money. We never went t o  

Dunedin,unfortunately, which is a g r e a t  Scots  stronghold. I have heard t h a t  

even a f t e r  such a long time the  S c o t t i s h  accent prevai l s .  

To t h e  South-Vest of the  South I s l a n d  a r e  the  Sounds. Herc there  a r e  

the  most g lo r ious  f j o r d s  with high s t e e p  c l i f f s  r i s i n g  s t r a i g h t  upwards. Of ten  

t h e r e  is an a t t r a c t i v e  waterfall tumbling down the  c l i f f  s ide .  Probahly the  

b igges t  sound is Milford which is a most picturcsque place. We had a few days 

i n  t h e i e  sounds and had q u i t e  a number of w a l k s .  I r enes ic r  one pcak, Mitre 

Peak by name, which is depicted on a n u b e r  of bank notes. 02 one occasion 

when the rc  was not a g rea t  dea l  of roox, we secured our s t e r n  t o  two t r e e s  

wi th  nanilla h ~ w s e r s  h a v i q  anchored f i r s t .  

Hy knowledge of the  i n t e r i o r  o f  New Zealand w a s  a b i t  l imited.  I d i d  60 

with  Harry Uellor  t o  Rotorua and the  f i r s t  thin,-  we noticed on a r r i v a l  was t he  

s t r o n g  G C I C ~ ~  of ro t t en  eggs. ~ n i s  scell corns f ron  thc  m y  hot sp r ings  and, 

though you cannot f a i l  t o  not ice  the  s t i n k ,  a f t e r  a few hours i t  s e e m  t o  

becoat? absorbed. Thc hot sp r ings  a r c  r e a l l y  r a t h e r  fun and every s o  o f t c n  they 

spout  out  a g r e a t  s t r e a n  of sca ld ing  watcr and stcan.  I f  YOU chuck a s tone  



down i n t o  one of these  geysers  i t - w i l l  be thrown up wi th  a l l  the  steam a few 

minutes l a t e r .  Me l i k e d  Rotorua very much. It has a superb golf  course and 

the  h o t e l  i n  which we s t ayed  was r e a l l y  good. Trout f i s h i n g  abounds too. 

I a l s o  went and stayed wi th  my d i s t a n t  cousins,  t h e  S e a v i l l s .  !,[any years  ago 

my F a t h e r ' s  f i r s t  cousin; Malter ~ e a v i l l ,  enigyated t o  New Zealand and had, 

I th ink ,  f i v e  chi ldren.  They l ived  a t  Ngarawahia, not  too f a r  from Hanilton. 

Here I s taye4 f i r s t l y  wi th  Geoff; t he  younger of the  two farmers, and secondly 

wi th  J i m ,  t he  e lder .  I had t o  work f o r  my keep and t h i s  was, when I a r r ived ,  

n o s t l y  sheep dipping. On Sundays i t  w a s  a day of r e s t  and we were taken over 

t o  meet some o the r  S e a v i l l  r e l a t i o n s  and t o  watch polo. The country was r a t h e r  

t y p i c a l  of West Sussex and i t  w a s  c l e a r  t h a t  most of t h e  farmers we met were 

p r e t t y  f l a t  out.  Eefore I ever  went t o  New Zealand, Wal ter ' s  widow and daughter,  

E t h e l  - who prefer red  t o  be ca l l ed  Judy - came t o  s e e  u s  and we had l i k e d  them 

both. The t h i r d  son,  Frank, a l s o  came over t o  England t o  jo in  the  Royal A i r  . . 
Force. He married Helen and they had one son before he was k i l l e d  i n  the  

Second World W a r .  

Eventual ly all good th ings  come t o  an end a - d  I w a s  r e l i eved  i n  F i j i ,  

though my r e l i e f  would not  jo in  the  s h i p  u n t i l  she  r e tu rned  t o  Auckland. I bad 
t o  wai t  t h e  bes t  pa r t  of a week before embarking on a l i n e r  bound f o r  Vancouver. 

My f i n a l  p a r t i n g  w a s  when I gave the  Wardroom supper at the  Grand Pac i f i c  Hotel. 

It sounded very grand but  i n  f a c t  it was not all that grand and n e i t h e r  was the  

b i l l .  I was put up i n  t h e  Government House f o r  about s i x  days which w a s  r e a l l y  

heaven. I had Joss  Nicho l l s  as a f r i e n d ,  the  meals were excel lent  and above a l l  

t h e r e  w a s  r e a l l y  nothing t o  do. I saw more of t h e  country round Suva than I 

had ever  seen before. I w a s  ev ident ly  on good t e r m  with S i r  Harry Luke, who 

used t o  c a l l  me "sub" even though now I w a s  a  l i eu tenan t .  

F i n a l l y  the  g r e a t  l i n e r  a r r ived  and I emyarked as a f i r s t  c l a s s  passenger, 

a l l  pa id  f o r  by the  Adniral ty.  On ny way up t o  Vzcouver  I net  nany Canadiaris 

and got  sone r e a l l y  e x c e l l e n t  advice on how t o  c ross  Canada by t r a i n  i n  order  

t o  s e e  a l l  I could. I w a s  t o l d  that I n s t  have at l e a s t  a day i n  Vancouver, 

then I must go through t h e  Rockies by day. This  meant that I must s t a y  one 

n ight  at Sikhazsos which is about ha l f  way through. I vas a l s o  t o l d  t o  have at 

l e a s t  a day, o r  poss ib ly  two, a t  Banff and advised t o  s l e e p  as we crossed t h e  

c e n t r a l  part of Canada. A day i n  Quebec w a s  e s s e n t i a l  a d  then,  of course, 

a dny i n  t font rea l ,  where I w a s  t o  embark i n  a l i n e r  f o r  the f i n d  part of the  

journey. Alrrady nany were t a lk ing  of the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of w a r  with Ge-y -d 

i t  scened f a i r l y  c c r t a i n  that, unless  there  ww a c h a w  of h e a r t ,  vas 

v t : l  T ? s ' \ - ~ r l  a c o ' 1 ~ 1 c  o f  Clnxdinns how I sould  f i x  breaking ny ,journe:~ 



at t h e  many p laces  suggested. A l l  I had t o  do was t o  go t o  the  booking o f f i c e r  

i n  Vancouver and they would arra-ge i t  al l .  How d id  I book a bed at Sikhamoos, 

P a f f - a n d  Quebec ? Here again a l l  I had t o  do was t o  go t o  t h e  Information 

Desk at t h e  s t a t i o n  and they w o u l d f i x  everything. I was a l s o  t o l d  t h a t  it 

would be s e n s i b l e  t o  have a s e a t  booked i n  what they t e rned  the  Observation C a r .  

For q u i t e  a s m a l l  sum t h i s  could be =ranged through the  Booking Office. It 

usua l ly  t akes  t h r e e  and a half  days t o  c ross  Canada by t r a i n  and I had n ine ,  s o  

t h e r e  w a s  oodles of time avai lable .  

' g h a t  was t h e  t r i p  l i k e  ? It w a s  i n  f a c t  g r e a t ,  and so  comfortable. 

The Rocliies were simply wonderful and one could not he lp  looking at then  f o r  

c o s t  o f  t h e  t ine .  I s a t  i n  the  Observation C a r  gazing at the  superb views =.d 

s i g h t s .  I got out at Sikhanoos f o r  the  n igh t ,  going on next day. I q u i t e  

enjoyed Ranff but  i t  w a s ,  t o  t e l l  you t h e  t r u t h ,  a b i t  t ou r i s ty .  The middle of 
4 

Csnada w a s  one blaze of wheat. 3 e b e c  was fun, though t o  ge t  the  bcst  out  of i t  

i t  is an advantage t o  speak French well. F i n a l l y  I a r r i v e d  a t  Montreal and 

cmharked i n  t h e  Duchess of York f o r  the  f i n a l  crossing.  The s h i p  was very empty 

as w a r  seemed t o  be jus t  around the  corner ,  Half way ac ross  the  At l an t i c  w a r  

was declared.  We spent  much of our timc s t i c k i n g  paper on the  portholes. 

I n  t h e  space of two years  I had t r a v e l l e d  out  t o  New Zealand by l i n e r ,  

through t h e  Panama Canal a r r i v i n g  on New Year's Eve. I had spent  many nonthc 

both  i n  New Zealand and i n  the  South P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  wi th  two reasonable per iods  

i n  Aust ra l ia .  I l e f t  the  s h i p  i n  F i j i  and t r a v e l l e d  i n  extreme comfort a l l  t h e  

way home. How lucky I had been. 



I a r r i v e d  back at Liverpool a few days a f t e r  the  start of the  w a r  and 

had t o  make my way down south. I f i n a l l y  reached London i n  the  evening and 

caught a t r a i n  f o r  Har t f i e ld .  It was then  qu i t e  dark and, as f a r  a s  I can 

remember, t h e r e  were only shaded l i g h t s  i n  the  c a r r i a g e s  and a l l  the  b l inds  

were down. When the  t r a i n  stopped a t  a s t a t i o n  you could hardly see  where you 

were. I n  due course I a r r i v e d  a t  H a r t f i e l d  t o  he met by nji pa ren t s  whoc. I had 

not seen  f o r ,  I suppose, r i s i n g  two years .  

The Admiralty rang me and s a i d  t h a t  I was due my fore ign  se rv ice  leave  

and would not h? =quired f o r  a t  l e a s t  s i x  o r  seven wecks. One never krows 

how these  g r e a t  organisa t ions  work hecause i t  was, I th ink ,  only a week l a t e r  

t h a t  I rece ived an appointnent t o  jo in  H.M.S.Kashmir which w a s  bu i ld ing  a t  

Woolston, nea r  Southampton. I and two o t h e r s  were put up at a r a t h e r  nice pub 

a few mi les  out.  This  pub w a s  we l l  known i n  naval  c i r c l e s  as i t  was, i n  those 

days, f i r s t  c l a s s  f o r  suppers  which cons is ted  of a choice of turkey,  chicken, 

ham, tongue, guinea fowl and Heaven knows w h a t .  The owners were very n ice  and 

we soon l e a r n t  t h a t  provided we helped c l e a r  up a f t e r  the  ba r  had closed, we 

would be rewarded with a superb f r e e  supper. It was here t h a t  I l e a r n t  j u s t  

how hard publ icans  work. They were open seven days a week and, a f t e r  hours, 

had t o  c l ean  up, ge t  up new s tock ,  order  more s tock ,  decide what food t o  g ive  

and indeed cook i t .  One of the  snags w a s  that, i f  t he  l a d l o r d  got someone i n  

s o  t h a t  he and h i s  wife cocld have a holiday,  i t  was not a cheap operation. 

EL-thermore t h i s  h i red  man might do him down and lose  h i n  customers, which of 

i course was not  a good th ing  a t  all.  We used t o  go i n t o  the  dockyard by bus 

and  i t  was no t  very long before Connissioning Day cane. My capta in  was a nan 

I 
c a l l e d  "Hetty" King who was, I gathercd ,  an expert  on gunnery, p a r t i c u l a r l y  or. 

the  experimental  s ide.  The f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t  was Jack Scatct.ard and there  were 

nnqy o the r s .  Thc Captain (D) w a s  no l e s s  a min t b n .  Captain Louis Mountbatten 

who was i n  H.M.S.Kelly. I understood t h a t  he w a s  a t  f i r s t  appointed t o  H.M.S. 

J c r v i s  and while  she w a s  bu i ld ing  t.e had q u i t e  r a j o r  changes m d e  t o  h i s  cabin,  

br idce  and s o  on. Strange as i t  m y  s e e n  he w a s  reappointed t o  Kelly vhich w a s  

s o  advanced t h a t  i t  w a s  too l a t e  t o  make any a l t e r a t i o n s .  During my se rv ice  
I ca ree r  I se rved  undcr Mountbatten t h r e e  times and 1 go t  t o  l i k e  and respect  k i n  

very much. Hc w a s ,  ncedless  t o  say, a very ab le  m. A can who had w r i e d  

cx t renc ly  vea l thy  wife,  hc was of r o y a l  blood and used all his a s s e t s  t o  f u l l  

a d v n n t q e .  



The s t o r y  goes t h a t ,  when he was a  Rear Admiral, he aslced t h e  Admiralty 

i f  arrangements could he made f o r  the  Queen t o  v i s i t  h i s  squadron a t  Portland. 

I n  answer t o  h i s  request he was t o l d  t h a t  the  Navy had had its quota of Royal 

V i s i t s  that year ,  and t h a t  he must make fu r the r  eppl ica t ion  t h e  following year. 

Many would have accepted t h i s ,  but not Mountbatten who then wrote a  l e t t e r  t o  

t h e  Queen i n  the  following sense - 
"Dear El izabeth ,  

I an w r i t i n g  t o  ask you i f  you could f i n d  time t o  corr,e down t o  my 

Flagship  f o r  lunch when there  would, of course, be an opportunity 

t o  look at the  s q ~ a d r o n . ~ '  

So t h e  Navy had an e x t r a  Royal V i s i t  that year. 

He had a g rea t  knack of remembering names and on top  of t h i s  he w a s  

always h igh ly  briefed.  Even i n  those very e a r l y  days, when he came t o  K a s h m i r  

he seemed t o  know a l l  the  o f f i c e r s  by name. There is a l s o  the  s t o r y  when 

Mounthatten, as a ~ e &  Admiral, w a s  with h i s  squcdron a t  Malta when he was 

i n v i t e d  t o  go t o  s e a  i n  one of America's l a r g e s t  carriers. Imagine h i s  wrath 

when hc came on deck t o  f ind  that the  c a r r i e r  had sa i l ed .  A l l  Hel l  was l e t  

l oose  on t h e  F lag  Lieutenant,who w a s  i n s t ruc ted  t o  go on board the  c a r r i e r  t h e  

moment i t  a r r i v e d  back and apologise personally t o  the  Aocrican Adniral. When 

t h e  F lag  Lieutenant  m d e  the  apology a l l  the  American Admiral r e p l i e d  w a s  

"No worry at all, we w i l l  go t o  s e a  again tomorrow espec ia l ly  f o r  A d m i r a l  

Mountbatten". Needless t o  say, Mountbatten was delighted. 

Plountbatten had spec ia l i sed  i n  comnunications, and i n  h i s  time wro:; a n  

e x c e l l e n t  book on wire less  which held its high place f c r  a very long t ine .  

He a l s o  became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  playing polo, and had a wooden horse lrade a t  

Qoadlands and got  l i t t l e  boys t o  throw t e n n i s  b a l l s  a t  him. He soon became 

good at  t h e  game. He then wrote a book on how t o  play polo which was an 

astounding success. 

Kashnir was one of the  des t royers  forming the  5 t h  Destroyer F l o t i l l a  

which had as i t a  motto "Keep on", which I always r a t h e r  l iked .  We had a? 

unusual  gadget termcd the  "Mountbatten S t a t i o n  Keeping Gear". Theore t i ca l ly  

t h i s  w a s  a sound device as i t  vas l inked t o  the  revolu t ions  ordered, nnd if, 

f o r  ins t ance ,  you were say 150 yards a s t e r n  of s t a t i o n  (Heavcn fo rb id ) ,  all 

YOU had t o  do vas t o  t u r n  up the -chine t o  p lus  150 yards; t h i s  want t h a t  

tho enginc room then opened the  nnnoecvring valves t o  give t h i s  correct ion.  

It could bc o slow, cediua o r  f a s t  operation. I n  f a c t  I never l l k c d  i t  m c h ,  



and t h e  f a c t  that it d id  evsntual ly  d ie  a n a t u r a l  dea th  ind ica te s  t h a t  my views, 

on t h i s  occasion,were silared by others .  

I was t h e  navigator  of t h i s  sh ip ,  and a s  such had t o  ensure t h a t  the  s h i p  

s t e e r e d  t h e  most sens ib le  course and t h a t  the  c h a r t s  were kept up t o  date. It 

a l s o  meant t h a t  I had t o  take morning and evening s i g h t s  with a sextant .  To t e l l  

t h e  t r u t h  I w a s  always a b i t  nervous, at any r a t e  t o  s t a r t  with,  but i n  due 

course I hecame used t o  it and, I dare t o  say,  S e t t e r  a t  i t .  

The Captain, who had bccn a highly q u a l i f i e d  gunnery exper t ,  was not 

good at s h i p  handling. Thus we had a number of somewhat alarming manoeuvres, 

but a s  time marched on s o  he became b e t t e r  and b e t t e r .  One of the  more 

i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  that happened i n  t h i s  s h i p  w a s  that while we were on p a t r o l  

somewhere t o  the  North we made a contact.  The Torpedo and Anti-Submarine 

O f f i c e r  s a i d  t h a t  he thought i t  was a submarine, ax? t h e  Captain decided t o  . . 

drop one charge. Much t o  our amazement up came a U-boat. Believe t h i s  o r  not 

the  c r u i s i n g  watch gun was, t o  my horror ,  sponging ou t  at t h i s  moment. However, 

a c t i n g  with g r e a t  a l a c r i t y ,  tiley managed t o  f i r e  a s h e l l  i n  approximately t h e  

r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n ,  and we captured the  whole crew of U 35. I n  those days the  news 

o f  concent ra t ion  canps, t o r t u r e  and 211 the  o t h e r  ho r ro r s  w a s  st i l l  Ithush hush,,, 

Our F i r s t  Lieutenant s a i d  t o  the  Captain of the  U boat  that, although he had 

been an enforced v i s i t o r ,  he might l i k e  t o  s i g n  t h e  V i s i t o r s '  Book. I n  the  

r ena rks  column he wrote "Wish you a l l  t h c  bes t  of l u c k  except agains t  German 

U Foats"! 

Some naval  o f f i c e r s  have a s i l v e r  napkin r i n g  on which they have engraved 

the  names of a l l  the  s h i p s  i n  which they have served. J u s t  before I l e f t  t o  

j o i n  H.M.S.Wellingto2 my Father  gave me a p la in  s i l v e r  napkin r i n g ,  and from 

t i n e  t o  t i n e  I bad i t  engraved. When I joined Kashnir the  r i n g  went with me. 

It s o  happened that, when nanoeuvring at n ight ,  t he  des t royer  a s t e r n  of us h i t  

u s  on the  s ta rboard  qua r t e r  and everything was washed out of my cabin and ou t  

of t h e  wardroom. We nanaged t o  ge t  i n t o  Lerwick i n  the  Shetlands f o r  sone 

tcnporary  r epa i r s .  Inaginc my s u r p r i s e  and de l igh t  t o  f i n d  t h a t  the  only thirc 

l e f t  i n  t h e  wardroom w a s  ny r i n g ,  which bad caught up agains t  an angle bar on the  

deck and had becow t i g h t l y  j amed ;  my ring was landed a f t e r  t h a t  and I an 

happy t o  s a y  I have i t  t o  this day. 

My t i n e  spent i n  KasLnir was very valuable t o  me. Although we were now 

n t  w a r  and very busy, t he  f r u s t r a t i o n s  and risks of w a r  had hardly sunk in .  



I n  f a c t  we a l l ,  I dread t o  say,  took l i f e  too  eas i ly .  Apart f ron  t h i s ,  I had 

suddenly become respons ib le  f o r  the navigat ion of the  s h i p  and had t o  dea l  with 

t h e  Q Message o rgan i sa t ion  by which the  promulgation of war hazards such as 

mines, swept channels and s o  fo r th  were made. This  w a s  something I do not 

remember having been taught .  I r e c a l l  on one occasion, re turn ing  from way out  

i n  the  A t l a n t i c  when I was Off icer  of the  Watch, suddenly seeing land ahead. 

Eking the  navigator  I knew we were miles from Scapa Flow, a f t e r  th inking 

f o r  a few minutes I c a l l e d  the  Captain. He came up and looked ahead through 

h i s  binoculars .  He then s+id "You're q u i t e  r i g h t ,  George; i t  looks r a t h e r  

c losc  doesn ' t  i t  ?I' He decided t o  s t o p   engine^ an3. we then looked a t  t he  char t .  

I was conf ident  that we were at l e e s t  twenty miles  f ron  Scapa and s a i d  so. This  

w a  of course before  t h e  days of radar ,  but t h e  echo-sounder showed us  t o  be 

i n  deep water. It is laughahle now, f o r  w e  were a t  l e a s t  that distance from 

Scapa and i t  was only a t r i c k  of the  l i g h t  t h a t  had given us  a few anxious 

moments. . . 

I d i d  not s t a y  very long i n  Kashmir as I w a s  talcen out and sen t  t o  one 

of the  Free  French s h i p s ,  Chaser 41. This  w a s  a small l i g h t  wooden c o a s t a l  

c r a f t  with a crew of about twenty. Strange th ings  happen i n  war and even i n  

t h e  Navy. A p a r t  f ron  myself as Captain, I had one o ther  o f f i c e r ,  a very n ice  French 

Canadian who w a s ,  I suppose, the  F i r s t  Lieutenant.  Almost incredib ly  he could 

hardly  spcal. a word of English but he d id  manage t o  l e a r n  very quickly. I a l s o  

had t l r e e  Free  French r a t i n g s  on board, nonk of whom could speak much English. 

They had a l l  been given, f o r  the  t i n e  being, s t raightforward English names. 

Chaser 41 w a s  my f i r s t  comnand and although only a t i n y  l i t t l e  c r a f t  I w a s  very 

proud. She w a s  a d i e s e l  dr iven c r a f t  and you could only get  about e ight  

m o v e m t s  o f  t h e  engines, t h a t  is t o  say,  ahead o r  a s t e r n  about four times before  

the  s t rcr t ing  air  ran  out. You then had t o  wait u n t i l  the air conpressor had 

produced s u f f i c i e n t  air t o  enable you t o  do another  e ight  mvements of the  

c q i n e s .  T h i ~  w a s  not r e a l l y  a very important matter once you knew the  c r a f t ,  

but  t o  start with i t  WRS jus t  a l i t t l e  d a r n i n g .  I had qu i t e  a nice small  

cabin - I h e s i t a t e  t o  say  f i t t e d  with a double bu& - but ce r t a in ly  l a r g e r  than 

a s i w l e  onc. Therc were two revolvers  l y i n g  about and qui te  a l o t  of wine. 

S h o r t l y  a f t c r  a so-cal led " c o d s s i o n i n g "  we were a l l  naved over t o  the  

Submarine Headquarters a t  Blockhouse where we cane under the CapSain of that 

Establishment,  I n  these  ships we h a d ,  of course, R e n c h  machine yns but they 

were s o o e w h t  s i n i l a r  t o  our own. I do however remenber one of the  Chasers, 

while  l y i n g  alongside a? inner  j e t t y ,  t ry ing  t o  discover jus t  how these 

m c h i c c  yns work - and he did. Suddenly with a burs t  of f i r c  tho gun went o f f  



and some of the  b u l l e t s  h i t  t he  ou te r  windows of the  Captain 's  o f f i ce .  He was 

1 not amused. 

I 
I I w a s  only i n  t h i s  s h i p  a  shor t  time before I w a s  removed and s e n t  with 
I 

many o the r  o f f i c e r s  and men t o  Halifax t o  c o l l e c t  one of the  lease-lend American 

des t royers .  Before we leave Chaser 41 e n t i r e l y ,  I must r e c a l l  how t h i s  c r a f t  

w a s  on p a t r o l  i n  the  Channel when she w a s  a t tacked,  perhaps by E Boats, and 

was l o s t  with all hands. A sad  s t o r y  indeed and, bxt f o r  the  grace of God, 
I I n igh t  w e l l  have gone down i n  her. So i n  due course we embarked i n  a  g r e a t  

l i n e r  and made our way t o  Halifax. On our way ac ross  the  A t l a n t i c  we were busy 

drawing up p lans  f o r  manning these  sh ips .  This meant g e t t i n g  out what is termed 

a "Watch and W a r t e r  B i l l " ,  md a l l o c a t i n g  d u t i e s  t o  t h e  Sh ip ' s  Company. 

My Captain w a s  an RFiR Off icer  by the  name of Lieutenant Commander Stannard who 
I 
I 
I had won a VC when captain of t h e  t rawler  Arab which w a s  involved i n  the b a t t l e  

of Narvik. I bad been a sub-l ieutenant  and a l i e u t e n a n t  i n  Wellington, and a 

l i e u t e n a n t  i n  Kashmir and capta in  of the  French Chaser, but I had never been a 

f i r s t  lieutenant. I n  the  t r o o p r  I met a nice man c a l l e d  Brown, nicknaqed 

"Bruno"Brown. He had a l ready been a F i r s t  Lieutenant and w a s  ab le  t o  give me 

some e x c e l l e n t  advice. We a r r i v e d  at Halifax and I l e a r n t  that we were t o  take 

over  USS HcCalla. The rout ine  w a s  t h a t  we met our American opposi te  numbers 

and then went t o  s e a  with then. It w a s  a l i t t l e  odd f o r  us  t o  hear  such wheel 

o r d e r s  as "Left 15, Centre, Right 20". The McCalla was c l e a r l y  o ld ,  and I 

could not h e l p  wondering jus t  how good she was going t o  be. Soon a f t e r  t h i s  

we took over  from our American f r i ends  and went t o  s e a  with a s d 1  US nucleus. 

It d i d  not take  long t o  master the  main methods of opera t ion ,  though some 

doubts were expressed by the  Chief (Engineer). Af ter  a  few days we were ready 

t o  s a i l .  

Host of u s  thought t h a t  we ought a t  l e a s t  t o  have a look a t  Halifax and 

I remember t h a t  I went with one o r  two o the r s  t o  what I suppose you would c a l l  

a  "swish" res taurant .  A s  ve crossed the  threshold t h e  door swung open 

automntical ly.  I n  a  l a rge  tank were a f a i r  number of l o b s t e r s  swimming about. 

I soon discovered t h a t  one could choose one of these  l o b s t e r s ,  a f t e r  which i t  

Would be cooked f o r  you. There is a l i t t l e  saying t h a t  goes l i k e  t h i s  "You 

can l o v e  a l i t t l e  owl but not a roas ted  fowl". Despite t h i s  saying I thin!! 

I m t u t  a d n i t  t h a t  I do "love" lobs te r .  We all chose l o b s t e r s  and o f f  they vent 

t o  be cookod. It took a t  l e a s t  an hour and so  inev i t ab ly  we all had, dare I 

B a J ,  a number of drinks which I can assure  you d id  not s p o i l  the  t a s t e  of our 

chosen na in  dish.  



F i n a l l y  we s a i l e d  away hound f o r  St.Johnls,Newfoundland. My Captain 

always seemed t o  wear p la in  c lo thes  whichis,  t o  say  t h e  l e a s t  of i t ,  c h i t  

unusual i n  t h e  Royal Navy. One day on our  way t o  Newfoundland I repor ted  t o  

him t h a t  Defau l t e r s  and Requestmen were ready. He thanked me and s t a r t e d  t o  

come down t o  t a k e  these  i n  p la in  c lo thes .  I s a i d  "1 am so r ry ,  sir,  but you 

caniiot poss ib ly  take de fau l t e r s  and requestmen i n  p l a i n  clothes". !'Why not ? 

I always d i d  i n  the  Arab." I explained t h a t  i n  the  Royal Navy t h i s  w a s  simply 

not  permit ted,  and that i f  he i n s i s t e d  I would i rmedia te ly  f a l l  t he  men out. 

He d i d  accept  t h i s  t o  sore extent  and put  on a monkey jacket a i d  cap. \le a r r i v e d  

a t  St.John1s and much enjoyed our s tay .  I w a s  given a lovely  turkey. To 

complete t h e  s t o r y ,  i t  did not loo!: too  good t o  me when we got  back t o  England 

s o  I put i t  i n  t h e  dust  bin. The Chief Coo!: came t o  me and s a i d  t h e r e  w a s  i n  

f a c t  nothing wrong with i t  at all. A l l  i t  needed w a s  a decent wash. So I 

r e t r i e v e d  t h e  turkey and it w a s  washed and ea ten  at home t o  everyone's de l ight .  

On our passage a c r o s s  the  At l an t i c  we had a t e r f i b l e  shortage of water,  and 

f i n a l l y  t h e  Captain and Chief decided t o  t u r n  one b o i l e r - i n t o  a d i s t i l l e r y .  Th i s  

d i d  i n  f a c t  produce f r e sh  water but i t  more o r  l e s s  wrecked t h e  boi ler .  We 

f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  a t  r3elfast on Saturday wi th  a heavy list and, f o r  reasons which 

defea ted  me, nothing could evident ly  he done u n t i l  Monday. Ex i s t ing  i n  a s h i p  

wi th  a s u b s t a n t i a l  list is, t o  say  t h e  l e a s t  of i t ,  decidedly unconfortable. 

A t  last we a r r i v e d  at Devonport and a r e f i t  w a s  s t a r t e d .  Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h e  

start of t h e  r e f i t  I w a s  re l ieved and appointed t o  H.M.S.Ashanti, a T r i b a l  

C l a s s  des t roye r  which w a s  at Newcastle-on-Tyne being repai red  a f t e r  an accident .  

I joined Ashanti,  i f  you can c a l l  it joining,  as I had t o  go i n t o  d i g s  

as the  s h i p  w a s  uninhabitable. I soon discovered that there  were sone much 

n i c e r  d igs  not  f a r  away and as soon as a vacancy occurred I moved. There is 

not a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  t e l l  about ny time i n  Ashanti except f o r  two things. I went 

by s e r v i c e  c a r  r i g h t  across Yorkshire and through the  Lake D i s t r i c t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  

p a r t  of i t ,  t o  Eirkenhead where our r a i n  pns  were being completely overhauled. 

A p a r t  from t h c  thrill of seeing how a11 e f f i c i e n t  Gun Mounting yard w a s  undertaking 

t h i s  work I thoroughly enjoyed thc  t r i p  and thc  countr]. Tho o the r ,  perhaps 

l e s s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  w a ~  t h a t  i n  my new d i g s  I became f r i end ly  with the  Chief 

Engineer o f  another  dcs tmycr  and he and I had many a run ashore. On one 

occasion we a r r i v e d  i n  Edinburgh, parked t h e  car up a s i d e  s t r e e t  and, d e s p i t e  

the  f a c t  that we had no pyjanas o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ,  we persuaded one Large 

h o t e l  t o  g ive  us o double rwn .  I n  the  mrning,when we were f e e l i n g  a l i t t l e  

the  worse f o r  wear, all our e f f o r t s  t o  f i n d  thc  car fa i led .  I n  tho end, by 

s h e e r  luck ,  I d i d  f i n a l l y  discover i t ,  s o  all was wel l  again. 



I was only s tanding by the  Ashanti f o r  a shor t  time when I was rung up 

by t h e  Admiralty and t o l d  t o  jo in  H.M;S.Nestor a t  Scapa Flow forthwith. 

I packed my k i t  and got a t r a i n  going t o  Thurso. Af te r  a long and tedious  

journey I eventual ly  a r r i v e d  and got a boat t o  Scapa Flow. Sy t h i s  time I had 

discovered t h a t  the  Vestor was i n  f a c t  an Aust ra l ian  destroyer .  When I a r r i v e d  

on board I w a s  ne t  hy a f a i r  ha i red  Lieutenaqt. I asked i f  1 could see  the  

Captain and hc r e p l i e d  t h a t  unfor tunate ly  the  Captain w a s  under cloae a r r e s t  

i n  H.M.S.Dunluce Castle. I then asked t o  see  the  F i r s t  Lieutenant,  t o  which 

he r e p l i e d  t h a t  he a l s o  w a s  under c lose  a r r e s t .  I then asked what on e a r t h  

w-as going on i n  this ship.  He then explained t h a t  both the  Captain axd F i r s t  

Lieutenant  were i n  the  habi t  of dr inking t o  excess u n t i l  f i n a l l y ,  when ordered 

t o  s e a ,  t he  S h i p ' s  Conpany refused t o  move. I n  o the r  words the re  had been a 

kind  o f  m ~ t i n y .  A few hours l a t e r  the  new capta in  a r r ived ,  h i s  w a s  

Rosenthal  and a very n ice  man he w a s .  

I thou&t at f i r s t  that the  Admiralty ought t o  have warned me of the  

mutiny bu t ,  on r e f l e c t i o n , . I  decided t h a t  i t  w a s  b e t t e r  f o r  me t o  take over as 

F i r s t  Lieutenant  of the  s h i p  as I found her. What I gathered had occurred was 

that both  the  F i r s t  Lieutenant and t h e  Captain were heavgr drinkers ,and poss ib ly  

egged on hy t h e  F i r s t  Lieutenant ,  dr inking  s e t  i n  i n  a b i g  way. It appeared 

t h a t  lunch w a s  seldom before about 4 p.m. o r  even l a t e r .  The evening meal 

could go on u n t i l  all hours. The s t o r y  goes t h a t  when t h e  Captain f i n a l l y  

decided hc must go t o  bed he would ascend the  ladder  from the  wardroom a n d 6 0  

a f t  towards h i s  own f l a t .  Next t o  h i s  day cabin w a s  a double cabin shared by 

t h e  two sub-l ieutenants .  He would draw back t h e i r  c u r t a i n  and haul them i n t o  

h i s  cab in  f o r  more drinks. Having been caught twice they rrade a plan with the  

Q u a r t e r n s t e r  who, hearing the  Captain ascending the  ladder  from the  wardroom 

drcos t  c e r t a i n l y  s loy ly ,  would n i p  dowa, s h k e  the  two sub-l ieutenants  who 

would then  hop i n t o  t h e i r  wardrobe. The Captain would p u l l  as ide  the  c u r t a i n  

and see ing  no one v i s i b l e  would mutter  t o  h i r s e l f  "I s u p p s e  they a r e  ashore", 

and march out. 

It was r e a l l y  conparat ively easy taking  over t h i s  s h i p  which only r e a l l y  

wanted t o  l i v e  a normal l i f c .  It scened t h a t  the  new captain w a s  t e e t o t a l ,  but 

I pe r sona l ly  dou5ted t h i s  very much. Thc Chief w a s  an Old and Hold and bad no 

purple  betwccn h i s  stripes. I had only bccn i n  the  s h i p  a shor t  t i n e  when a 

"P'Class des t roye r  berthed alongside and the  Chicf turned out t o  be my o l d  

Chicf fron tb.e \ieUinston. He very k indly  asked me f o r  the  evcning teal whicn 

I very much enjoyed. I l e f t  q u i t c  e a r l y  and cnde ny vay back t o  Ncstor t o  be 



given n s i g n a l  from Dunluce Cas t le  which read l i k e  t h i s :  "Please send f o r  your 

Chief Engineer who is now under c lose  a- res t" .  I went down t o  the  Captain and 

showed him the  s i g n a l  and he t o l d  me t o  go across  and s e e  what had happened. - 
This  I now did. When I a r r ived  on board I found t h e  s h i p  a l i v e  with drink and 

when I w a s  taken down t o  the  Captain 's  cabin I found t h e  Commander and two o r  

th ree  o t h e r s  p r e t t y  high. The Commander o f fe red  me a dr ink  which I refused. 

I then s a i d  t h a t  we had received a s i g n a l  and I had come t o  f i n d  out exac t ly  

what the  t roub le  was. When I continued t o  r e fuse  a dr ink  he asked m e  what I 

proposed t o  do, t o  which I r e p l i e d  t h a t  I w a s  going t o  r i n g  up Rear A d m i r a l  

Destroyers  and repor t  t he  matter. He d id  not be l i eve  I would do t h i ~  and pushed 

the  telephone towards me. I l i f t e d  the  r ece ive r ,  got  through and asked t o  speak 

t o  t h e  Duty S t a f f .  Af ter  I had b r i e f l y  explained the  s i t u a t i o n  he t o l d  ne t o  

hold on. A minute o r  two l a t e r  he s a i d  a par ty  w a s  on its way and very s h o r t l y  

a f t e r ,  a boat a r r i v e d  alongside with th ree  o f f i c e r s  and a team of ra t ings .  I wzs 

s e n t  back t o  Nestor,  when I repor ted  t o  t h e  Captain what had occurred. L a t e r .  

t he re  were, I understand, th ree  cour t s  martial and not two. Soon a f t e r  t h i s  

inc iden t  a new Chief c a l l e d  Roger Parker arr ived.  He had been s tanding by 

another  Aus t ra l i an  destroyer  and I irraediately took a d i s t i n c t  l i k i n g  t o  him. 

Nestor w a s  still at Scapa Flow on the  2 l s t  May when F r i t i s h  A i r  

Reconnaissance repor ted  the  presence of the  pr ide  of t h e  Gernan Navy, the  

b a t t l e s h i p  Bismarck a l d  the  c r u i s e r  Prinz Eugen, i n  an unfrequented f j o r d  near  

Eergen i n  Noway, and i t  was c l e a r  t o  t h e  Admiralty t h a t  thc  Germansf i n t e n t i o n  

w a s  t o  a t t a c k  a l l  Al l i ed  shipping cross ing  the  At lant ic .  Admiral S i r  John Tovey, 

Comander-in-Chief Hoo~e F l e e t ,  took i m e d i a t c  a c t i o n  t o  concentrate  R r i t i s h  

forces .  He inmcdiatcly d iver ted  h i s  B a t t l c  Cruiser  Force of t h e  Hood and t h e  

Prince o f  Wales, escor ted  by s i x  destroyers, t o  cover the  Denmark S t r a i t  which 

covers  the  a r e a  from t h e  Greenland Sea t o  the  North At l an t i c .  The next day 

he s a i l e d  h i s  w i n  f l e e t  i n  order  t o  s ink  the B i s w c k .  This  fo rce  consisted 

of h i s  f l a g s h i p ,  t he  King George V ,  the  c a r r i e r  Vic tor ious ,  c r u i s e r s  Ganbia, 

Auroro,Kenya and Hemione, and des t royers  Inglefield,So~di,Active,Intrepid, 

Punjab,Windsor and tlestor. On board Nestor the re  vas trecendous cxcitcclcnt as 

wc were t h e  Australiar.  com9nent of w h a t  could be a  g r e a t  naval  engagement. 

This  is not  t h e  place t o  describe i n  d e t a i l  t h i s  g r e a t  b a t t l e .  Suf f i c i en t  t o  

cay that we were all profoundly shocked t o  l e a r n  of the  s ink ing  of the  Hood, 

one of the most b e a u t i f u l  of B r i t i s h  sh ips ,  with alas hardly any survivors .  

Nestor i n  due course w a s  s en t  back t o  Iccland t o  r e f u e l  and we anly reeained 

i n  ~ o r t  long enough t o  replenish.  We tken i m d i a t c l y  s a i l e d  eouth-eixit i n  a 

hcavy running sca.  It seemed a t  f i r s t  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  ~irrmarck had s l ipped  



through t h e  B r i t i s h  sc reen  a s  our p l o t  showed nos t  of the  Al l i ed  s h i p s  but no 

enemy u n i t s .  Although we were not l i k e l y  t o  p lay  a decis ive  r o l e  i n  t h i s  

engagement if it took place,we were never the less  playing an inpor tant  pa r t .  

I always be l i eve  i n  l e t t i n g  t h e  s h i p  s company know as much about an operat ion - 
as poss ib le ,  and so  from time t o  time they were informed e i t h e r  by me o r  from 

the  Operat ions Room. It is a s t r ange  t h i n g  t h a t  although we a l l  hated w a r  we 

still  wanted t o  p lay  our  p a r t  i n  br inging i t  t o  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  conclusion. On the  

norz ing  of t h e  25th b y  i t  seemed evident  thzt the  Gismarck had i n  f a c t  been 

cornere&, if not sunk. Our s h i p ' s  company w a s  t h r i l l e d  t o  h e m  the  s i g n a l  of 

t h e  F l e e t  "I cannot s i n k  Bismarck by gunfire". F i n a l l y  a s i g n a l  w a s  received 

from Dorse tsh i re  saying  " B i s ~ a r c k  sunk, ar. picking up survivors". This  news 

was rece ived with g r e a t  excitement and r e l i e f .  Nestor then had two more du t i e s  

t o  perform: e s c o r t i n g  t h e  Prince of Wales t o  Scotland a!d l a t e r  the  King George V 

and Rodney t o  S c o t t i s h  por ts .  

.~ . . 

Largely because we were so  seldom i n  company with the  o t h e r  s h i p s  of t h e  

F l o t i l l a  I have hardly  mentioned then. Our Captain Destroyers (Captain D) was 

Steve Arliss. I th ink  he w a s  r e a l l y  q u i t e  a good (Dl and the  F l o t i l l a  S t a f f ,  

when we saw them, were very helpful .  An Aust ra l ian  t e rm of endearment f o r  a 

Br i ton  w a s  a "Bloody Ponmy", another  l e s s  p leasant  name sometimes used was "a 

Pommy Bastard". A t  a - fa i r ly  e a r l y  time i n  Nestor we were a l l  f i t t e d  out wi th  

a loud h a i l e r .  This  was a p r e t t y  e f f e c t i v e  means of speaking over,  say,  f i f t y  

t o  seventy-f ive yards (with t h e  wind). The s t o r y  goes that i n  IMAS Napier, 

( D j t s  s h i p ,  t h i s  was f i t t e d  on the  bridge and Steve Arliss s a i d  t o  h i s  

Aus t ra l i an  F i r s t  Lieutenant  "I w i l l  go a f t  ( t o  t h e  s t e r n  end of the  s h i p )  s o  

t k a t  I can judge j u s t  how e f f e c t i v e  t h i s  new loud h a i l e r  is". A s  soon a s  he 

was i n  p o s i t i o n  hc and the  whole ship& compary heard the  cryalYou Pommy Eastarc!". 

This  brought up (D) t o  th.c bridge when he accused the  F i r s t  Lieutenant of making 

t h i s  remark, but he was t o l d  q u i t e  p o l i t e l y  that the  h a i l e r  was s o  s e n s i t i v e  

t h a t  i t  w a s  q c i t e  inporjsible t o  know who had s a i d  i t .  l i is tory does not say  

whcthcr Stevc Arliss knew who tad  shouted the  i n s u l t .  Efy guess is tha t  i n  f a c t  

he d id  know. 

J d y  saw a chalge f o r  Elcstor when she was s e n t  down t o  Greenock where 

thcy r e m v c d  hcr  a f t e r  s c t  of torpedo tubes ,  r ep lac ing  them with an anti-aircmf:  

4" r.m m d  t y i n g  i t  i n t o  the  c o n t r o l  systea.  W s  was qu i t e  a wise idea  s i n c e  

the  na in  arcazent  only e levated  t o  about 40 degrees. 011 the  13 th  of July, i n  

c o p y  wi th  the  b a t t l e s h i p  Nelson and des t roye r s  Cossack,Pmori, Si!& nnd 

Lishtn ing ,  we s a i l e d  wi th  a convoy bound f o r  Gib ra l t a r .  W t a  was s u f f e r i n g  



from t h e  u s u a l  shor tages  and the  Admiralty decided t o  r e l i e v e  her from t h e  

west ,  add accordingly Operation "Substanceu was planned. The idea  was t o  run 

s i x  fast merchant s h i p s  p lus  a troopship heavi ly  escor ted ,  with Admiral 

Cunningham malcing a divers ion  with the  Mediterranean F lee t .  Force H, under 

Admiral Somervil le ,  now consisted of Ark Royal, Renown, Nelson, Edinburgh, 

Arethusa, Manchester, t he  f a s t  minelayer, Manxman and destroyers  Cossack,Maori, 

Sikh,  Nestor,  Lightning,  Farndale, Avondale and 'Eridge. Admiral Sonervi l le  

warned h i s  cap ta ins  t h a t  they must expect severe enemy a t t a c k s  from a i r c r a f t ,  

submarines and E boa t s ,  a l s o  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of in tervent ion  by the  I t a l i a n  

s u r f a c e  f l e e t  could not  be ru led  out. To guard aga ins t  t h i s  l a t t e r  t h r e a t  

e i g h t  E r i t i s h  s u b m i n e s  were placed on p a t r o l  t o  cover t h e i r  ex i t s .  

The convoy s a i l e d  i n  the  e a r l y  hours of the  21st  May and very soon 

s u f f e r e d  t h e  l o s s  of t h e  troopship, the Le ins te r ,  which r a n  aground at the  

ent rance  t o  Algeci ras  Bay and it was decided t o  leave  her  behind. Nestor w a s  

on t h e  sc reen  when t h e  hydrophone e f f e c t  of torpedoes was heard at about 2300. 

Sub Lieutenant  Pe te r  Colclough, the second o f f i c e r  of the  watch and a l s o  t h e  

s h i p ' s  anti-submarine o f f i c e r ,  repor ted  t h a t  a torpedo w a s  approaching. This  

not  only enabled Nestor t o  stem the  t r a c k s  but a l s o  t o  r a i s e  the  alarm t o  the  

convoy and heavy escor t  which undoubtedly saved them. It a l s o  enabled Nestor 

t o  g a i n  A/S contac t  and t o  car ry  out s e v e r a l  a t tacks .  Though the re  was a s t r o n g  

smel l  o f  o i l  t h e r e  were no o ther  ind ica t ions  of a k i l l .  F u l l  c r e d i t  f o r  t h i s  

a c t i o n  l a y  wi th  Pe te r  Colclough and, I am del ighted  t o  say ,  r e su l t ed  i n  h i s  

heing awarded t h e  Distinguished Service Cross. I th ink  i t  is worth recording 

what Admiral Somervil le ,  a grea t  leader ,  s a i d  i n  h i s  r epor t  - "The successfu l  

avoiding a c t i o n  taken by the heavy s h i p s  at  2315/22 was only rendered poss ib le  

Sy t h e  prompt a c t i o n  taken and the  quick and accura te  r e p r t  f r o a  Nestor". 

I th ink  i t  is t r u e  tha t  a l l  the  Malta convoys up t o  about a i d  1943 were 

heav i ly  a t t a c k e d  by a i r  and frequently a l s o  by E boats  a s  the  convoy psssed 

P a n t e l l a r i a  and this convoy was no exception. A i r  a t t a c h  not only caused t h e  

l o s s  o f  the  des t roye r  Fea r l e s s  but a l s o  severe ly  damged the  c ru i se r  h c h e s t e r .  

When we were only  about e ight  miles of f  P a n t e l l a r i a  an E boat f l o t i l l a  a t t acked  

and t h e  w r c h j n t  s h i p  Sydney S t a r  was h i t .  We went alongside,  the  oain ob jec t  

b e i w  i f  poss ib le  t o  rescue about four  hundred and f i f t y  o f f i c e r s  and men bound 

f o r  Malta. S incc  the  Sydney S t a r  had a l ready got  some boats  down and one 

still l y i n g  hctween he r  and the  Nestor this looked l i k e  being a d i f f i c u l t  task.  

L'ovevcr, thanks  t o  tw ga l l an t  Nestor s e m e n  who went ovcr the  ~ i d e  t o  drag 

t he  boat c l e a r ,  we c a m  alongside and with planks were ab le  t o  rescue the  t roops  

quickly.  



For t h e i r  courageous a c t i o n  both members of our crew were awarded the  Distinguished 

Service  Medal. The whole E boat a t t a c k  l a s t e d  about an hour and it w a s  a 

confused a f f a i r  as it was dark. With t h c  roa r  of the  high-powerec! E boat engines, 

p lus  the  crack and bangs of both l a r g e  and r e l a t i v e l y  small arms i t  w a s  indeed 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  apprec ia t e  what w a s  happening. 

While t h e  embarkation went on Commander Rosenthal appreciated t h a t  speed 

w a s  v i t a l  as we were still  very c lose  t o  P a n t e l l a r i a  and, a s  soon as dewn broke, 

t h e  air a t t a c k s  would concentrate  on us. I n  the  meanwhile the  Sydney S t a r  had 

not been i d l e .  Danage had been r e s t r i c t e d  t o  Number 1 and 2 holds and, though 

t h e  s h i p  had taken i n  a l o t  of water,  t h e r e  was no danger, as y e t ,  of her s inking.  

The r c s p o n s i h i l i t y  r e s t e d  heavily on Rosenthal 's  shoulders as, not only had we 

now about scven hundred and f o r t y  people on board, but the  Sydney S t a r  had many 

valuable  s u p p l i e s  s o r e l y  needed i n  Malta. Nestor then s e t  course f o r  Malta 

wi th  Sydney S t a r  following. It w a s  not long before some torpedo bombers were 

s i g h t e d  on t h e  por t  bow and the  capta in ,  th inking they \/ere about t o  a t t ack  the  

Sydney S t a r  aga in ,  made a "Help" s ignal .  Adniral Syfre t  then made a bold move 

by dep le t ing  t h e  e scor t  of the  convoy by detaching the  c ru i se r  Hermione t o  

assist us. It w a s  not long before the  Sydney Staz, Hermione and Nestor were 

a t t acked  by e i g h t  German dive-bombers as we l l  as two high l e v e l  bombers. God 

must have been on our s i d c  as we were s t r add led  seve ra l  times and t h e  sh ips  

appeared t o  disappear  i n  a  huge cloud of water and spray. The two warships 

f i r e d  everyth ing  they had, and t h i s  probably a s s i s t e d  us  as we were not r e a l l y  

damaged a t  a l l .  It w a s  not too  long before the  Sydney S ta r  s i g n a l l e d  that her  

pumps were no longer  holding back t h e  water i n  Nusber 1 hold. Our cap ta in ' s  

r e p l y  r a n  something l i k e  t h i s ,  "I would ha te  t o  lose  you now. An considering 

poss ih le  beaching s i t e s  i n  case f looding bcconcs r e a l l y  dangeroufi". R u t  comehow 

she managed t o  keep a f l o a t  and wc f i n a l l y  cntcred Grand Far>our at about 1400 

on t h e  24th J u l y ,  t o  the  chccrs of crowds of k i l t e s c  m w i n g  the  j e t t i e s  b1d 

prominent poin ts .  It was a  s t i r r l n g  s i g h t  and a grea t  achievement so  well  

earned by Connander Rosenthdl. It would bc pe r t inen t ,  I f e e l ,  t o  record an 

e x t r a c t  from Adaira l  Somervil le 's  r epor t  which read: 

"Hernione, Nestor and Sydney S t a r ,  b v i n g  taken the  route  nor th  

of i k l t a ,  a r r i v e d  a t  1400. The safe a r r i v a l  of Sydney S t a r  r e f l e c t s  

g r e a t  c r e d i t  on the  C o m a d i n g  O f f i c c r  of Nestor, C o m d c r  

A.S.Roscntkdl, R.A.N. who showed judgewnt ,  i n i t i a t i v e  and good 

se&,ymship i n  h d l i n ~  a d e l i c a t e  s i t u a t i o n  so  close t o  the  eneqi ' s  

c m t  and i n  the  presence of enemy E boats. It was appropriate  t h a t  

thc  Coinanding Of f i ce r  and most of h i s  crew should be Australians." 



F i n a l l y  I t h i n k  I should l i k e  t o  quote t h e  s i g n a l  Admiral Somerville made t o  

Nestor a f t e r  we had a r r ived  a t  Malta: 

"I has ten  t o  add my congra tu la t ions  and those of a l l  i n  Force H. 

- Another p iece  of good work by Vestor. You have done so  much f o r  

t h e  common weal of Suhstancc." 

Although Substance was successfu l  i t  w a s  not a hundred per cent  so ,  and i t  

was decided t o  have another f a s t  run cons i s t ing  l a r g e l y  of f a s t  warships 

which w a s  s u c c e s ~ f u l .  It was, however, on the  6 t h  of August t h a t  Nestor w a s  

moved t o  e s c o r t  Convoy E 7 0  bound f o r  the  Cape onwards. A l l  was quiet  f o r  the  

f i r s t  fe-:I days. On the  four th  day the  Of f i ce r  of t h e  Watch, Lieutenant Dovers, 

s igh ted  a subnarine on the  surfzce. Course w a s  a l t e r e d  t o  stein a  torpedo t r a c k  

and t h e  alarm w a s  sounded. A s  soon as t he  torpedo had passed we a l t e r e d  back 

and headed f o r  the  last known pos i t ion  of the  submarine. Contact w a s  gained 

but though t h r e e  a t t a c k s  were c a r r i e d  out  there  w a s  no p o s i t i v e  evidence t h a t  

t h e  U boat had been destroyed. Shor t ly  a f t e r  . . t h i s  Nestor escor ted  another 

convoy back t o  Gibra l ta r .  

On t h e  6 t h  of September Nestor w a s  involved i n  e scor t ing  a convoy bounc! 

f o r  t h e  Middle East. Owing t o  lack  of f a c i l i t i e s  i t  w a s  necessary f o r  her  t o  

proceed t o  Pathurs t  and luck must have been on our s i d e  because wc a r r ived  t h e r e  

with only f i f t e e n  tons of f u e l  l e f t .  Coming out  of Eathurst  down a narrow 

channel a submarine contact  was made and we a t tacked at  once with depth charges 

s e t  shallow. Af ter  t h i s  a t t a c k  i t  w a s  found t h a t  s e v e r a l  of the  turbine f e e t  

had been cracked and the  s h i p  w a s  s u f f e r i n g  f ron  minor leaks. A s  the  s h i p  was 

now duc f o r  b o i l e r  cleaning we went t o  Freetown and secured alongside the  depot 

s h i p ,  H.M.S.Vindictive. Here the  s h i p  received her  b o i l e r  c lean  and a t tempts  

were made t o  r e p a i r  the  damage t o  the  turb ine  f e e t .  There is not much t o  say  

about our  v i s i t  t o  Vindictive except that the  Chief ,  Roger Parker,  and I went 

aboard f o r  6one s o r t  of par ty  which no doubt we thoroughly enjoyed. The bro:r 

w a s  f ron  our  f o r e c a s t l e  ac ross  t o  the  Vindictive. On our way back, and having 

a r r i v e d  on Nestor 's  f o r e c a s t l e ,  Roger turned l e f t  and walked on - he had 

fo rgo t t en  that the  f o r e c a s t l e  ended i n  a few yards and thcre  w a s  a ladder  dorr. 

t o  thc  i r o n  deck. 'i'hcre w a s  an a ln igh ty  crash  and he f e l l  about ten f e e t  t o  

t h e  deck. !!e hrokc a l e g  but ev idcnt ly  he was lucky aa the  brcak w a s  not too  

sc r ious .  4r w a s  put i n  p l a s t e r  and all w a s  wel l  a f t e r  a few uceks. 

It w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  the Adnira l ty ' s  plan t o  scnd Nestor t o  thc ens tern  cnd 

of the  Mcditerrancan, but on account of the  d q e  t o  the  turb ine  f e e t  i t  W a s  

decidcd t o  scnd her back t o  Devonprt.  Af ter  only a b r i e f  s t o p  at  Gib ra l tn r  



t o  r e f u e l  we proceeded d i r e c t  t o  ?lynouth ar r iv i l lg  t h e r e  at t he  cnd of 

Septenber. We soon l e a r n t  t h a t  r e p a i r s  would take  n t  l e a s t  s i x  weeks, 53 

t b r e e  sleeks' leave  was g r m t e d  t o  each watch and oppor tux i t i e s  were t%km t o  

g ive  a  number of key personnel sone s h o r t  s p e c i a l i s e d  courses. 

'y t h i s  time I had been i n  Mestor f o r  some f i v e  months and, though t!ii.r: 

was h a s i c a l l y  an Austral ian sh ip ,  I war, very happy i n  her. I l i k e d  an6 

respected  my Captain, who was nicknaaed Rosy, znd cadc excelleiit  f r i e n d s  ;!it:? 

t h e  Chief ,  Roger Par!cer, and got on exceedingly wel l  with both Sub-Lieuter.zi:-:s, 

J.P.Stevenson, usual ly r e f e r r e d  t o  as Steve ,  a regu la r  o f f i c e r  who was 

exceedingly p l e a s a t ,  and Peter  Colclough who w a s  a reserve  o i f i c e r .  He i!a; 

not o n l j  a splendid chap but one who seemed f u l l  of inex.haustible energy. 

I t h i n k  the  h ighl ight  of our s t a y  at Devonport was t h e  slmounccnent t k z t  or.:: 

Captain k d  been axarded the  Dist inguished Service Order. 

We spent  about t'rro months i n  dockyard hands, during which time gsod 

r e p a i r s  were ~ a d e  not only t o  the  tu rb ine  f e e t  but a l s o  t o  the  h u l l ,  ~acI?i?.:::y 

and so  fo r th .  Our a.rmaz.ent w a s  increased  by the  f i t t i n g  of four  oerli!ior.z z:-:'i 

two twin  0.5" machine guns. F i n a l l y  we d i d  trials and, a f t e r  emSarlcing a l z~? 

q u a n t i t y  of a ir  force  s t o r e s  and anmunition, as wel l  as about s i x  R.A.F.Officc;..: 

and twelve o t h e r  ranks, we s a i l c d  t o  jo in  convoy WS14. Nestor w a  Senior Olficc:.- 

The weather de te r io ra t ed  and a f t e r  a few days when v i s i h i l i t y  had dropacd t a  ?. 

mile o r  poss ib ly  l e s s ,  contact  w a s  l o s t  with tho convoy. Nestor, Ghurka? 

Foxhound and Chrome were steaming i n  l i n e  ahead when one of Nestor 's  l o o k ~ ~ t s  

r epor t ed  a submarine on the  sur face  about seven n i l c s  away. b!e t u n e d  t~ir.-::: 

t he  p o s i t i o n  and im.edia te ly  increased speed. When the  range w r s  decrcascd '.(> 

about 11,000 yards we opened f i r e .  Soon a f t e r  t h i s  t h e  U boct su5narged. '2: 

Captain t h n  reduced spccd and i n  a  few ninutes  a sd ic  contact  with :kc U t o l t  

1~a.s obtained. Ve i m e d i a t e l y  a t tacked and dropped a -crcttern of depth ch2:-;u:, 

and soon a f t e r  were able  t o  nalce a  second a t tack .  Eoth s h i p s  h c x d  a nx:<ni: 

explosion and it was a t  f i r s t  thought that t h i s  was a Cehycd death c k , - c .  C:.. 

had t o  apprec ia t e  a t  this s t age  of the  war t'mt U boats ,  when under a t t a c k ,  G : , : . ! .  

discharged p ieces  of f l e s h  and var ious  o b j e c t s  i n  order  t o  deceive tkc  ettcclte;.. 

Soon a f t e r  t h i s  C-occ a l s o  w d e  contac t ,  but there  WZIB still r o  evide tce  0:' z 

1 As che was now shor t  of f u e l  Ch-one !!?a ordered t o  y o c c c d  tc  G i k r a 1 t ~ -  

t o  replenish .  The retaining dcs t roycrs  then w r i e d  out a equ&e senrcb  t o  

c s t a b l i s k  whether thc re  vcre  s i g n s  of o i l  o r  o ther  vreckagc. We were rcvcl r2~2 

us uc found l a r g e  s l i c k a  of o i l  and then a c ~ b s t ~ t i a l  quant i ty  of urocLxr..  

tfuch l e t c r  some of the  f l e s h  picked up proved beyond doubt that ve 



s u c c e s s f u l l y  destroyed a U boat. It appeared t h a t  Nestor had destroyed U 127 

and t h i s  w a s  confirmed somc time l a t e r  when the  Admiralty s i g n a l l e d  s t a r i n g  

t h a t  t h i s  w a s  i n  f a c t  t he  case. IJe were a l l  de l igh ted  t o  hear i n  due course 

t h a t  6ur Captain had been awarded a B a r  t o  his DSO, Dick Femesy,  the  P lo t  

O f f i c e r ,  a DSC, a lfention i n  Despatches t o  Peter  Colclough a d  a DSt.1 t o  t h e  

lookout  who had f i r s t  s igh ted  the  II boat. Nestor cmd the  convoy a r r ived  at 

G i b r a l t a r  on the  16th  December, and t o  our  d e l i g h t  A d m i r a l  Sonervi l le  came on 

board t o  inspec t  the  s p o i l s  of our a t t a c k  on U 127. Af te r  looking round he took 

Rosy back t o  h i s  f l agsh ip ,  no doubt f o r  a celebrat ion.  

Admira l  Somerville was a g rea t  l eade r  and a~ a d n i r a l  we a l l  admired. blot 

only  w a s  he an a s t u t e  Comnvlder 3ut he w a s  a l s o  b lessed  with a sense of humour. 

A few days l a t e r  Hestor i n  company with Ghurka, Zulu, Foxhound and Arrow and 

t h e  c r u i s e r  Dido s a i l e d  f o r  Malta. By hugging the  French Tunisian coast we 

a l l  a r r i v e d  at Malta sa fe ly .  Though there  were d ive  bomber a t t a c k s  Q.n a r r i v a l ,  

no damage t o  the  r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  warships occurred. Christmas Day which was 

ce leb ra ted  alongside Canteen Wharfe i n  Malta was r e a l l y  r a t h e r  a pleasant  

occasion. We had Divisions followed immediately by an air m i d .  After  t h i s  

a l l  the  O f f i c e r s  went round t h e  mess decks t o  wish t h e  t roops good cheer. A l l  

t h e  mcsses were decorated with f l a g s  and the  t a b l e s  were a t t r a c t i v e l y  p r e - w e d  

wi th  Aus t ra l i an  foods. A t  noon al l  the  Chief and ~ e t ' t y  Of f i ce r s  were i n v i t e d  

t o  t h e  Wardroom and given dr inks  u n t i l  about 1300 (i.e.1 p.m.) It was a splendic! 

p a r t y  which I bel ieve was enjoyed by all. I was anazed at the  morale and 

f r i e n d l i n e s s  o f  the  whole Sh ip ' s  Company. 

F i n a l l y  we dl s a t  dorm t o  an maz ing  Christ= D i ~ e r ,  considering the  
' 

time a v a i l a b l e  i n  which t o  prepare it. The S ta f f  d i d  wonders. We had !hrkey, 

C h r i s t r a s  Puddir4, F r u i t ,  N u t s  etc.  i n  f a c t  i t  was a g r e a t  f e a s t  enjoyed by all. 

Af te r  a m c h  needed r e s t  I went and had a gane of squash with Peter  Colclough. 

On Boxin; h y  we were o f f  a ~ a i n  but this time bound f o r  Alexandria. 

Although we were ~ t r a f f e d  kcavily by the  Luftvaffe no dasage occurred. A s  wc 

p t  c lose  t o  A l e u n d r i a  we were re inforced  by soce  ur.its of the  Mediterrmear. 

F l c c t  inclurling Eiepicr a ~ d  N i m .  Nccdlcss t o  say  news bctwecn us and our  

A u s t r d i a r .  s i s t e r  s h i p  w a s  exchanged t o  the f u l l .  A t  last on the  29th 

December the  convoy a r r i v e d  a t  Alexmdria.  The last put of 19k1 bas not  very 

e x h i l a r a t i n g  f o r  the  Hcd i t e r raca3 .  Thc Queen Elizabeth had bcen 6unL at 

Alexandria,  o r  a t  l e a s t  w s s  r e s t i w  on he r  bottom i n  sh i l low water, a f t e r  NI 

l t d l i n n  f r o p n a  ntLtICK Wlllle the  V ~ l i n n t  u,s i n  dry dock, hwing been ~ e v e r c l y  



damaged and r e c e n t l y  t h e  Earham had a l s o  been sunk. Coupled with t h i s  w a s  the  

f a c t  t h a t  t he  enemy air e f f o r t  w s  s u b s t a n t i a l .  Thus t h e  year 1941 came t o  a 

r a t h e r  alarming end. 

Fefore  l eav ing  1947 i t  is worth nentioning t h a t  on New Year 's  Eve we were 

o f f a c  harbour of k d i a ,  where the  ersly were beg iming  t h e i r  push i n t o  the  

town. It was an  m a z i n g  s i g h t  from the  s e a  t o  s e e  the  t r a c e r  b u l l e t s  and s h e l l s  

a l l  over the  town. Af te r  a f a i r l y  formidable f i g h t e r  escor t  joined u s  we closed 

t o  bon'oard. We c rep t  up the  coast  with Ajax bombarding a l l  the  time. 0a  

r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  Nizm and Lingston joined us. We f i n a l l y  re turned t o  

Alexandria jus t  i n  time t o  see  the  Hew Year in. 

One of t h e  t h i n g s  that always amazes is how buzzes seem t o  s w a r m  through 

a. s h i p  - s o m e t i ~ e s  those i n  au thor i ty  i n  a sk i?  know w h a t  our next move is, but 

nore o f t e n  we do not have an i d d i n g  of what is afoot.  Frequently, by some .~ 

most renarkable  means, t he  l o c a l  buzz is r i g h t ,  but  o f t en  it is way o f f  course, 

Thus when we s a i l e d  e a r l y  i n  the  New Year with a farewel l  s i g n a l  f ron  the  

Mediterranean F l e e t ,  buzzes were rampant. Some s a i d  we were on our way'bac!c t o  

A u s t r a l i a ,  while  o t h e r s  said,perhaps more wisely,  we a r e  on our way t o  Singapore. 

Af te r  a b r i e f  s t a y  at  Aden, i n  company wlth Nizam we joined the  c a r r i e r  Indonitz.5l.i 

Af tc r  a s h o r t  s t a y  a t  Tr incomal~e  the  aim of t h i s  operat ion emerged. We werc t o  

e s c o r t  t h e  c a r r i e r  c lose  t o  Singapore wi th  R.A.F.Hurricanes on board, end these  

were t o  be flown off  s o  t h a t  they could boost up the  air defences there.  Glhen 

sonc s i x t y  o r  s o  miles  from the  area ,  t he  c a r r i e r  increased speed, and with 2. 

good head wind the  Hurricanes wcre flown off .  Ncstor at t h i s  s t age  was the  

emcreency des t royer  and w a s  ~ t a t i o n e d  on the  s ta rboard  quarter  of the  c a r r i e r .  

The R.r\.F.Hurricanes had no hooks and s o  i t  w s  e s s e n t i a l  t h t  a l l  should e e t  

array without a hi tch.  Alas, one Hurric'me had engine t rouble aqd it w a s  c l c z r  

t b a t  i t  would have t o  land back on the  c a r r i e r ,  despi te  the f a c t  t h t  i t  d id  not 

have the  usua l  a i d s  of F l c c t  A i r  Am aerop1ar.e~. Thc c x r i e r  increased speed :a 

naximun and wc were a l l  a l e r t e d  t o  cakc a rapid  rescue i f  necessary. Down ca.ce 

thc Hurricane crashirig i n t o  the  b a r r i e r ,  l a r g e l y  wrecking the  plane - but the  

p i l o t  w a s  s a fe .  It was a wonderful p c r f o r m c c  a!?d we were s o  r e l i eved  t h t  

t h c  p i l o t  had saved his l i f e .  

Af tc r  t h i s  opera t ion  wc cadc our way back t o  Trinco a?d the  des t royers  

were r c f u c l l e d  f r o 3  Applclcaf a d  Indor~i tablc .  Nestor bad t o  get  her  o i l  f ron  

t h c  c a r r i c r ,  and unfortunately an c r r o r  vas code as the  c a r r i e r  comectcd U S  

up t o  o tank f u l l  of water i n s t c a t  of o i l .  Eoth bo i l e r s  wcre put out  a?d it!+= 



some time before  we a c t u a l l y  got  replanished. We usua l ly  got bread when we 

replenished from a l a r g e  rrarship and t h e r e  w a s  a temptation t o  say  "Thank you s o  

nuch f o r  bread and water". A l l  t h i s  t i n e  the  Japanese were prozressing f a s t  i n  

the  P a c i f i c  and F a r  Eas t ,  and furthermore J a ~ a n e s e  bombers had a t tacked and 

seve re ly  damaged Darwin i n  Aust ra l ia .  While the  Japanese were going from v i c t o r y  

t o  v i c t o r y  the  F a r  Eas t  F lee t  w a s  growing f a s t .  Glc now bad four  b a t t l e s h i p s  

of t h e  Royal Sovereign c l a s s ;  t he  c a r r i e r s  Indomitable, Formidable and Hernes, 

seven c r u i s e r s  and s ix teen  des t royers ,  p l u s  seven submarines and a number of 

minesweepers. On t h e  16th February Indomitable, ?lapier and Nestor s a i l e d  f o r  

Port  Sudan. It w a s  a t r a g i c  t i n e  because we l e a r n t  t h a t  Singapore had f a l l e n .  

This  r a p i d  advance by t h s  J~.pe>e;,? wzs having a d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on Aus t ra l i a  and 

n a y  fez red  i t  would not be too  long before the rc  would be another thrust towards 

Australia and New Zcalmd. 

Por t  Sudan w a s  reached on the 24th of February and at  once Indomitable 
.. 

embarked about f i f t y  Rlurr icaes  and crews and, as soon as they had loaded, we all 

s a i l e d  again  f o r  Ceylon v i a  Aden. Af te r  f u e l l i n g  at Aden we s e t  f o r t h  at high 

speed f o r  Ceylon, both  des t royers  r e f u e l l i n g  o f f  Indomitable. Bad news w a s  

rece ived whcn we l e a r n t  of the  l cos  of Pe r th  i n  the  Java  Sea and, not long a f t e r ,  

we a l s o  heard t h a t  Yarra, a f t e r  a s t e r l i n g  f i g h t ,  had been sunk i n  t h e  Java  a r e a  

by s u p e r i o r  forces .  A s  we approached Ceylon a l a r g e  number of Hurricanes were 

flown o f f ,  f i r s t  t o  the  Colonbo a r e a  a d  then i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of T r i n c o d e e .  

These a i r c r a f t  a r r i v e d  i n  the  nick of t i n c  because a few days l a t e r  t h e  Japanese 

launched a major a t t a c k  w a i n s t  Ceylon. Although the  A l l i e s  were gross ly  

outnumbered t h e  a t t a c k  w j s  t b a r t e d  a t  a l o s s  of about nineteen o r  s o  of our  

aeroplanes. A l l  t h i s  t i n e  the  s t r e n g t h  of the  Far East  F l e e t  was increasing.  

Th i s  expanding f l c c t  net  at Addu A t o l l  a;,d f ron  t h e r e  it c a r r i e d  out a @ r o l  

between Addu and Ceylon. Though the re  were s i g n s  of our meeting a s t rong  

J a ~ j n e s c  f l e e t ,  and we d id  pass wi th in  n i c e t y  miles  of them, the  Japanese 

decided t o  withdraw t o  the  cast .  The f l e e t  then coved on i n t o  Bombay before 

f i n a l l y  r e t i r i n g  t o  Ki l ind in i  i n  Keaya. A s  t i te  coved on i t  w a s  decided t o  

r e i n f o r c e  t h e  H e d i t e r r a c a  ~ J i n ,  ar,d Group 2, cons i s t ing  of the  c r u i s e r  

tlcwcastle v i t h  t h e  des t royers  Napier, t icstor ,  Inconstant ,  Pdladin, Hotspur and 

G r i f f i n  had an u ievcn t fu l  vow back t o  t h e  Mediterranean, a r r i v i n g  at 

h l c x v l d r i a  on t h e  8 t h  of June. 

It was at this t i n e  t h a t  thiw wcre not p i n g  w e l l  f o r  the  Al l i e s .  Tho 

V w  i n  k r t h  Af r i ca  was heading f o r  a r o t r e a t ,  Hal ta  w a s  crying out f o r  s u p p l i e s ,  

Adnirdl Cunningham was a p p i n t c d  as head of the  R r i t i s h  Naval lii6Si0n i n  



\ lashington a r ~ d  w a s  r e l i eved  by Adniral  S i r  Henry Harwood, the  v i c t o r  of the  

Da t t l e  of t h e  River Plate .  It w a s  decided t o  run  a convoy from e a s t ( h p o o n )  

and west (Vigorous). There were t o  be s i x  sh ips  i n  t h e  western convoy a ~ d  

e leven i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  under Admiral Vian. The enemy reconnaissance soon 

discovered the  e a s t e r n  convoy, and it was r.ot long before two of t h e  convoy rrere 

h i t  and were ordered t o  r e t u r n  t o  Alexandria. Next day a Dutch s h i p  of the  

convoy was a l s o  davaged and s e n t  back t o  Alexm-dria. She, now defenceless ,  w a s  

a t t acked  by a s t r o n g  f o r c r  of enemy bombers and sudc wi th in  s i g h t  of Alexandria. 

E.[eanwhile t h e  Vijiorous convoy w a s  proceeding when Admiral Vian w a s  asked by the  

C-in-C the  s t a t e  of the  e s c o r t s  and how much a m u n i t i o n  they had. When he 

r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  e s c o r t s  only had about a t h i r d  of t h e i r  amnunition which w a s  

r a p i d l y  being used up, the  C-inC decided t o  t u r n  the  convoy back t o  Alexandria. 

A t  about 1800 Nestor was s t r add led  by t'kree 1000 lb.bombs, one only missing by 

a few f e e t  on t h e  por t  s ide .  A t  t h i s  time I w a s  on the  port  s i d e  of the i r o n  

deck, and on the  oer l ikon gun w&s a s a i l o r  I d id  not much care  for .  He w a s  a 

d i r t y  and l a z y  fe1lot.1 and I d id  not th ink  he pul led  h i s  weight i n  the  ship. When 

I hea-d t h e  no i se  of the  bomb f a l l i n g  I f e l l  f l a t  on my face ,  hut t h i s  young man 

s t u c k  t o  h i s  oerlilcon and I had t o  a d n i t  t h a t  he had more g u t s  than I. The whole 

s: ';, r a i s e d  i t s e l f  and shuddered as these  bombs exploded and blew a large  hole 

i n  the  por t  s ide .  The worst h i t  a r e a  w a s  No.1 b o i l e r  room. A l l  power w a s  l o s t  

and t h e  rudder was hard over. Severa l  men were k i l l e d .  The s h i p  had a l ready 

taken a heavy list t o  por t ,  which w a s  t o  some extent  a l l e v i a t e d  by turning out  

the  boa t s  on t h e  s t a rboa rd  s i d e  and l igh ten ing  t h e  s h i p  of all heavy weights on 

the  por t  s ide .  Our l eade r  ordered J a v e l i n  t o  s t a n d  by us. It w a s  now c l e a r  that 

t h e r e  was o raging  f i r e  i n  a compartment next t o  a magazine, and I knew a t  once 

t h a t  we must c l e a r  t h a t  magazine immediately otherwise the  c h i p  would be doomed. 

I c a l l e d  f o r  t h r e e  volunteers  and down thc  m ~ a z i n e l ' c w e n t .  I myself w a s  as 

f r igh tened  as the  o t h e r s ,  and I can t e l l  you now t h a t  never had we worked s o  

f a s t ,  but with nany w i l l i n g  bands up t o p  we soon had the  magazine enpty. The 

s h i p  had v i r t u a l l y  no l i g h t s  at all. The n a i n  reason f o r  this w a s  that the  r a i n  

e l e c t r i c  genera tors  ha2 been wrecked by the  explosion a?d the  emergency 

genera tor ,  bc l i evc  i t  o r  not ,  w a s  i n  the  b o i l e r  room which w a s ,  of course, 

floo6cd. Whatever one may say  about B r i t i s h  s h i p  cons t ruc t ion  t h i s  was a very 

~ t u p i d  p lace  t o  s i t e  t h e  eoereeccy generator.  A a r e s u l t  of this t e r r i b l e  

s i t u a t i o n  a l l  des t roye r s  s i m i l a r l y  coas t ruc ted  soon had another generator placed 

w e l l  a f t  i n  t k e  sh ip .  Nestor was stopped with a heavy list and it w a s ,  t o  say  

the  l e a s t ,  unpleasant  below decks i n  the  dark. It was then decided t o  ge t  

J a v e l i n  t o  t ake  us  in tow. Froo our  poin t  of view t h i s  was q u i t e  a major job, 

as t h e r e  w a s  needless  t o  say  no p w e r  on t h e  capstan,and cable is extremely 

heavy. I n  due course the  tow w a s  passed and we l e t  out  about three  shackles of 



cable as well.  The tow s t a r t e d .  Because the  s h i p  had such a l o t  of water i n  

her  p lus  a heavy list she w a s  a dead weight t o  tow. Things were made no e a s i e r  

s ince  t-he rudder had about 30 degrees of helrz. on it.  ble t r i e d  t o  put the  rudder 

t o  midships but t h i s  by hand w a s  a very tedious  a f f a i r .  To cut  a long and r a t h e r  

dreary  s t o r y  s h o r t ,  t he  tow i n  due course parted. !de then had t o  s t rugg le  very 

hard t o  g e t  ou t  another  towing wire and cable. 

A f t e r  a long  haul  the  second tow w a s  passed and i n  opera t ion ,  bct by t h i s  

time Nestor ,  thoueh not by any means s inking,  was very much down by tl!e bow 'and 

with a heavy list t o  port .  It w a s  not too  long before the  second tow par ted  a l s o  

aqd i t  became c l e s  t o  the  Captain and myself t h a t  towing was s i n p l y  not going 

t o  succeed without the  use of a s t r o n g  ocea? going tug. We were i n  what was 

termed "bomb a l l e y "  an2 I knew t h a t  we would never get  our s h i p  home. I discussed  

t h i s  with t h e  Captain and we both a s reed  t h a t  as soon as dayl ight  emerged we 

woula be ?. s i t t i n g  t a r g e t .  I honest ly be l ieve  t h a t  our s h i p ' s  company were proud 

of t h e i r  s h i p  w3ich had fought s o  w e l l  and so  hard, and I Paow i t  w a s  a s ad  

moment when they  lcnew t h a t ,  very r e l u c t a n t l y ,  we had decided t o  s c u t t l e .  A s  soon 

as we saw t h e  f i r s t  g l i m e r  of l i g h t  I got  a s  many b o c k s  as poss ib le  and 

secured them over t h e  s i d e  t o  a c t  a s  fenders ,  and when they were ready J a v e l i n  

came a longs ide  and we simply stcpped i n t o  her. She cas t  o f f  Nestor and swept 

pas t  h e r  dropping a p a t t e r n  of depth charges. Though t h i s  shook the  "grand o l d  

lady" she s t i l l  remained a f l o a t ,  but when t h i s  was repeated we knew the  end had 

come. Slowly and wi th  a d e p e e  of d i g n i t y  she  r e l u c t a n t l y  decided t o  leave  u s ,  

and t h e r e  were few of u s  W ~ I O  were not saddened by her loss .  

It w a s  not  easy t o  know who had played the  major p a r t  i n  dea l ing  with t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  once we were hard h i t .  We d i d  !mow, however, t h a t  Surgeon Lieutenant 

Vatson played a brave and s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  courageously en te r ing  No.1 b o i l e r  

room i n  o rde r  t o  t r y  and rescue some of t h c  team there. Only those who have had 

f i r s t  hand experience of a s h i p  hard h i t ,  l i s t i n g  t o  port  and i n  f a c t  wallowing 

i n  the  s w c l l ,  w i l l  apprec ia te  t b a t  only  with considerable courage w i l l  an o f f i c e r  

o r  r a t i n g  e n t c r  a f looding b o i l e r  m o a  y s h i n g  out  steam. I n  all, two 

Dist inguished Scrvicc  Orders, four  Dis t iny i sk . cd  Service Medals and e ight  Hentio-s 

i n  Despatches were won by nen who had the  honour and p r iv i l ege  t o  serve i n  h'is 

Uajes ty ' s  Aus t ra l i sn  s h i p  Nestor. Great c r e d i t  is due t o  Comander Rosenthnl. 

Re took over  a s h i p  which had had a bad start and welded her i n t o  not only an 

e f f i c i e n t  s h i p  but  a happy one. Ncstor played a very f u l l  part i n  the  war and 

the  c r e d i t  is l a r g e l y  due t o  her  Captain. I , o y s c l f ,  not only respected Rosy as 

a most a b l e  cap ta in  but one who w n s  a l eade r  as wel l  as b e i r 4  n kind 

cons idc ra tc  ran. 



We a r r i v e d  back at Alexandria and the  o f f i c e r s  were lodged i n  a l o c a l  

h o t e l  and the  r a t i n g s  accommodated i n  a camp a few miles  out. Strange th ings  

happen i n  w a r .  Though we had l o s t  a s h i p  there  w a s  q u i t e  a pa r ty  on the n ight  

of our  a r r i v a l ,  and no doubt qu i t e  a l o t  of "booze" was consumed. The f i r s t  

l i e u t e n a n t  of H.t,I.A.S.Norrrsn was i n  f a c t  run over by a garry ,  t h ree  r i h s  were 

broken and i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  he would be out of the  runninz f o r  some time. What 

do you t h i r k  happened ? I w i l l  give you one guess. I w a s  immediately appointed 

t o  >:orman a s  the  new F i r s t  Lieutanant.  This w a s  even before I had any c lo thes  

t o  wear o t h e r  than those I was wearing when I l e f t  Nestor. 

1 Before we f i n a l l y  leave  Mestor I nust  jus t  record onc small  episode. Most 

of our s h i p ' s  conpany were being s e n t  back t o  Aus t rd l i a ,  and I thought I should 

go and say  goodbye t o  the  Chief and Pe t ty  Officers .  Another o f f i c e r  and I went 

out  by s e r v i c e  ca r  and met them a l l ,  and i t  was g rea t  fun t o  see  them a l l  again. 

I was-offered  a drink and a g l a s s  of what I thought w a s  " g r o g 1 ' ( ~ r n  and water)  
.. 

w a s  given t o  me. I had a s i p  and t o  my mazenent and t o r r o r  I red l i sed  it w a s  

neat  run. I suppose I should have asked f o r  some water but it is easy t o  be wise 
I 
I a f t e r  t h e  event. Anyway I d id  c o t  and before long I had drunk the  l o t .  That 

is t h e  last t i n e  I have ever  had rum. I got back t o  my h o t e l  by the  sk in  of my 
I t e e t h  and s l e p t  f o r  about twenty hours. This I f e e l  w a s  t he  f i n a l  lesson I 
I 
1 l e a r n t  i n  what w a s  probably my most favour i te  sh ip .  

Thus I hecanie thc  new F i r s t  Lieutenant of H.M.A.S.Norolar, a s i s t e r  s h i p  

of t h e  Nestor. Eer Captain was Commander Henry C u r r e l l  who had spec ia l i sed  i n  

navigat ion  and doce a l o t  of s t a f f  work. I asked Pe te r  Colclough, who w a s  t he  

anti-submarine o f f i c e r  i n  Nestor, whether h l  would l i k e  t o  come with me t o  

Nornan and lle very ltindly s a i d  he would. 

The f i r s t  opera t ion  i n  vhich we were involved w a s  that of the  invzsion 

of Madwascar. This compared with kfalta Convoys w a s  a mild a f f a i r ,  though we 

d i d  no t ,  of course, know t h i s  would be the  case mti l  we a c t u a l l y  d id  i t .  The 

r a i n  p a r t  of the  a s s a u l t  i n  which N o r a  was involved w a s  t h a t  a ~ a i n s t  Tanatave. 

The p lan  w a s  a bold one. It irns f o r  the  =in fo rce  t o  s tand of f  and as dayl ight  

caerged t o  c losc  i n  and c a l l  f o r  a surrender.  N o m  w a s  s p e c i a l l y  d e t a i l e d  t o  

anchor i n  a lcading pos i t ion  s a guide uark f o r  the  noin force. To the  high 

indignat ion  of the  navigator  o f  the Nornan, a non-specia l i s t ,  a qua l i f i ed  

navigator  w a s  smt on b o ~ d  t o  c m r e  t h a t  we d id  i n  f a c t  anchor i n  the  r i g h t  

spot .  E v c r y t h i n ~  wcnt according t o  p l m  cxccpt t h a t  r i f l e  f i r e  s t a r t e d  Up as 

t hc  boat wcnt in.  Then the  order  t o  opcn f i r e  was given and i n  a very s h o r t  



ticre a white  f l a g  tias shown. An envoy boat was s e n t  out showing a white f l a g  

but s i n c e  t h e r e  were i n s u f f i c i e n t  s i g n s  of a f u l l  sur render ,  t he  main fo rce  of 

Eirmingham, Mauri t ius  and Napier opened f i r e ,  and very s h o r t l y  white f l a g s  were - 
s t r u n g  up and they surrendered. Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h i s  t h r e e  des t royers  secured 

a longs ide  and a Commando w a s  landed. To complete the  s t o r y  of t h i s  a t t a c k ,  I had 

fo rgo t t en  t h e  nane of the  q ~ a l i f i e d  navigator  iqho w a s  s en t  on board Norman. Sole  
. . 

t h i r t y - n i n e  yea r s  l a t e r ,  when I was l i v i n g  i n  Swoton  not f a r  from ?.landford, a 

man named Comander M.blebster bought a house i n  the  v i l l a g e  and I knew him q u i t e  

well .  It s o  happened t h a t  one day he t o l d  me t h a t  he w a s  involved i n  t h e  e s s a u l t  

on Tamatave. I then asked him which s h i p  he w a s  in.  He r e p l i e d  t h a t  b.e had i n  

f a c t  been l e n t  t o  the  Australia? dss t roye r ,  Norman. I asked "Do you remenber 

the  F i r s t  Lieutenant .of  t h a t  sh ip ,  r a t h e r  a good-looking young nan, I think! ?" 

"No, I can ' t  remember him" he answered. "Uell,Halcolm" I s a i d ,  "I w a s  t he  

F i r s t  Lieutenant  of the  Mornan at t h a t  time". We both laughed. 
. . .. 

L i f e  i n  the  Norman was q c i e t i s h  during the  invasion of liadagascar. I do, 

however, remember t h a t  when we were supposed t o  be bombarding the  coast I s a i d  

t o  the  Captain "We r e a l l y  cannot open f i r e ,  sir, all t h e  chi ldren  on the  j e t t y  

a r e  waving". Thank goodness we d id  not f i r e  on then. We were i n  dry dock a t  

Diego Suarez over  Christmas and I can remenber q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t b a t  towards evening 

on C h r i s t m a s  Eve q u i t e  a l a r g e  q u a t i t y  of beer a r r i v e d  on board. This w a s  t he  

f i r s t  t i n e  we bad received beer  t o  s e l l  t o  the  s h i p ' s  campany. 'ecause it w a s  

g e t t i n g  dark  I r a t h e r  s tup id ly  decided t o  cover the  beer  with an o ld  awning and 

s t r i k e  i t  down i n  the  morning. Imagine my b r r o r  t o  f i n d  when porning cane t h a t  

al l  the  beer  had disappeared. What w a ~  even worse vas  that painted on the  por t  

s i d e  i n  l a r g e  white l e t t e r s  w a s  "Happy Christmas George". I searched high a d  

low f o r  that beer  and never found it. I a l s o  had t o  a ,xlogise t o  the  Captain 

and s a y  that I could not tu rn  the s h i p ' s  company t o  on C h r i s t m a s  Day t o  pa in t  

ou t  t h e  s log= on the  port  s ide.  Af te r  the  w x ,  when I was capta in  of H.X.S. 

Tenacious, I was walking down a s t r e e t  i n  Melbourne a d  a mn came up t o  r.c 

and s a i d  "You don' t  renenber ne do youu,ir?" I had t o  confess t h a t  I d id  not. 

Af te r  t e l l i n g  nc his m e  he s a i d  "You never found t h a t  beer d id  you?" I s a i d  

"No, d e s p i t e  looking thoroughly, we never d i d  f i n d  i t ?  Me saidtlYou l e f t  i t  on 

deck and a few of us pinched i t  an6 dropped i t  over t h e  cassoon, pul l ing  up six 

cases  a night". I hnd t o  adcit t h t  they deserved t o  c e t  avay with it.  

Tine ~ l r c h c s  on, and i n  the  e a r l y  s p r i n g  of 1*3 I got a s i g n a l  f r o 3  the  

Adnira l ty  say ing  t b a t  I had been s e l e c t e d  t o  do the  long w c r y  course i n  a  fc:, 

oontbs '  t i n e ,  unless  I would p rc fc r  t o  bc given conmand of a destroyer.  



The l a t t e r  !.:as my i m e d i a t e  choice and I s igna l l ed  back t o  say  so. I w a s  

r e l i e v e d  at Durban f o r  passage home. When I landed at Durban1 was s e n t  f o r  by 

the  Naval O f f i c e r  i n  Charge and t o l d  t h a t  I w a s  t o  become Naval Provost l4arshLl 

(NPM) f o r  a feu  weeks. I asked why. and w a s  t o l d  t lmt  the  present NPM was under 

c lose  a r r e s t  f o r  being dru& and disorderly.  Thus I became f o r  about s i x  o r  

seven weeks t h e  Elaval Provost Yorshal. I n  tha t  shor t  time I d id  i n  f i c t  :?dce 

q u i t e  an  impact. I reorganised my small  s t a f f  and quickly found out tha t  when 

t roopships  cane i n  the re  were always a number of deser ters .  They usual ly  went 

up t o  Johannesburg where they got good jobs and were we l l  paid. I discovered 

t h a t  they  used t o  remain on the  l i n e ,  remote from the  platform, and jus t  as the  

t r a i n  was aboct  t o  move o f f ,  they l e a p t  aboard. I soon got t h e  measure of t h i s  

one. I s e n t  a p a t r o l  t o  each end, t h a t  is t o  cay one at the  f ron t  end of the  

t r a i n  and one at  the  back. The p a t r o l  a t  the  f r o n t  end would nove down and the  

d e s e r t e r s ,  s e e i n g  then cooing, would r e t r e a t  only t o  f i n d  t h a t  they were all 

a r r e s t e d  by my second pa t ro l .  I renember a l s o ,  when walking through the  town 

i n  the  morning, I saw a s a i l o r  with h i s  cap flat-a-back and h i s  s l eeves  p a r t i a l l y  

r o l l e d  up. I stopped him and t o l d  him t o  put on h i s  cap 2nd r o l l  hi; s leeve3 

down. I then  as!ced him w h a t  h i s  name was and he answered "Smithii. I then as!;eci. 

f o r  h i s c a p  which he gave me, and while I w a s  looking at i t  see ing  that hifi r.ax 

w a s  no t ,  of course ,  Smith, he s t a r t e d  t o  run. Unfortunately f o r  him I outrarr 

hirn and brought h i n  back t o  headquarters. He w a s  a deser ter .  

F i n a l l y  I w a s  r e l i e v e d  and. went by t r a i n  t o  Capetown. There were t k e e  

o t h e r s  i >  t h e  ca r r i age  and I was a;:ked i f  I would play bridge. I was not keen 

because I wanted t o  look out  of the  window t o  see  a b i t  of Africa. They explair.ed 

t h a t  u n l e s s  I played they  could not play, s o  I gave in.  Tt-ere is a l w a ~ s  a gcndl t?  

f o r  such th ings .  The only person who made any money at all was ne. We a r r ived  

a t  Capetown and I went home i n  a trooper. 

I n  a l l ,  I spent  two yea r s  i n  the  Austral ian Navy, and though l i k e  can7 

o t h e r s  I ha tc  w a r ,  I must admit tllat I d id  r e d l y  enjoy ciy t i n e  i n  these two 

ships. I nade many f r i e n d s  and I l i k e  t o  think t h a t  Nestor and Norsan were wel l  

run. Fur thernore  I l e a r n t  a l o t  and consider t h a t  I was extremely luchy t o  sers-2 

under Rosy. Pe te r  Colclough is a grea t  f r i end  of nine t o  t h i s  day, a d  needless  

t o  say has done extremely wel l  i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e .  





can s e e  i n  t h e  dark. The answer is, more than you would think. I f  your eyes 

a r e  accustomed t o  the  dark arrd you have your b inoculars  focussed t o  your grading 

it is poss ib le  on many n igh t s  t o  see q u i t e  a l o t .  A l l  the destroyers  were f i t t e d  

wi th  a s d i c  and, one must have no i l l u s i o n s ,  because even i f  E boats  came over 

f a i r l y  s lowly,  a l i s t e n i n g  watch would invar iably  g ive  you a warning. !/hen I 

took over  t h e  "wallop", as she was a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  known, we had a s o r t  of 

bedstead r a d a r  a e r i a l  which grave one a reasonable cover over an a rea  of about 

140 degrees,  that is t o  say  70 degrees on each bow. I n  addi t ion  t o  t h i s  we had 

what we c a l l e d  a "Headache Cha?". He would be tuned i n t o  the  wavelengths usua l ly  

used by t h e  E hoats  and, though they d i d  not always have anything use fu l  t o  r epor t .  

t h e r e  were c e r t a i n l y  occasions when they were invaluable. 

Though I was not experienced a t  s h i p  handling I knew a l l  t he  ropes. I had 

some good s tanding orders  which nade i t  c r y s t a l  c l e a r  what the  o f f i c e r s  had t o  do 

when we were out.  One of my main o rde r s  w a s  that, when on p a t r o l  a buoy was 

missed, I w a s  t o  be c a l l e d  immediately. There w a s  one occasion when f o r  sooe 

obscure reason I woke up and decided t o  go up on t o  the  bridge. The F i r s t  

Lieutenant  w a s  officer-of-the-watch and I asked him where we were. It t r ansp i red  

t h a t  he had missed a buoy and wes j u s t  hoping it would t u r n  up. I imnedictely 

s topped engines and, a f t e r  g e t t i n g  t h e  f o r e c a s t l e  pa r ty ,  anchored a t  once. 

Believe t h i s  o r  not ,  had we gone on another  few hundred yards o; s o  we would 

have been high and dry on Haisborough Sands. I p r a c t i c a l l y  a t e  the  F i r s t  

Lieutenant  f o r  breakfast.  It w a s  very i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t ,  while a nunber of 

d e s t r o y e r s  i n  my group d i d  run aground, some more se r ious ly  than o thers ,  and 

even t h e  g r e a t  (D) got h i s  screws round the  noorings of a buoy, hy sheer  luck  

and poss ib ly  by being c a r e f u l ,  we had no mishaps - we did  however have a few 

near  misses. 

There were two nain convoys t o  pro tec t .  Those leaving the  Rosyth area  were 

known as t h e  FS when goinp soilth and t h e  FtI when going north. Then there were 

the  Channel convoys t h a t  used t o  run frocl Southend. t o  Por t smuth  known as ' 1  

going west and CE going eas t .  Usually the  16th Desbyer  F l o t i l l a  was eaployed 

on a p a t r o l  but  except ional ly  we would have t o  f o r 3  part of the  c lose  e scor t  of 

tbe  CE/CII convoys. h'hen doin2 the  Channel convoys we used t o  a t t end  the Convoy 

Conference which was held a t  t he  ou te r  end of Southend P ie r ,  which w a s  the  

longes t  p i e r  i n  Firitain. Froa t im t o  t i c e  we used t o  have a few drinks a t  the  

l a r g e  h o t e l  which uas very near  the inner  end of the pier .  This  h o t e l  had s i x  

hcrrs, o r  s o  they said.  



The procedure i n  tke  East  Coast a r e a  was f o r  the  des t roye r s  o r  f r i g a t e s  on 

p a t r o l  t o  d r i v e  o f f  t h e  E boats  which would he endeavouring t o  destroy sh ipping 

e i t h e r  by torpedo o r  by laying  mines i n  t h e  most f o c a l  a reas .  The E boats  would 

normally come over i n  groups and sometimes they would encourage the  des t royers  

t o  give chase,  s o  that another sec t ion  could s l i p  pas t  i n t o  the  searched channel 

now l e f t  empty. A s  e i t h e r  an %S or  FN convoy a r r i v e d  s o  the  des t royer  on p a t r o l  

formed p a r t  of t h e  escor t  of tb.e convoy so  long a s  it was i n  h i s  p a t r o l  area.  

It would be mistaken t o  imagine t h a t  E boat a t t a c h  always ca3e from seaward, 

furthermore they o f t en  l a y  c lose  t o  a buoy i n  the  hope that t h e i r  presence vrould 

be missed, at l e a s t  by r ada r ,  and t h e  f a c t  that they were stopped would deny 

de tec t ion  by t h e  anti-slubnarine l i s t e n i n g  device. It w a s  wel l  t o  remember t h a t  

an E boat had e f f e c t i v e  weapons and i f  t he re  were, say ,  a group of th ree ,  a 

des t royer  would be unl ike ly  t o  're ab le  t o  take them a l l  on s i n g l e - k - d e d  wi th  any 

confidence of success. 

During ny time i n  \lalpole we had many a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  E *.oats and, a l t h o u a  

we were f a i r l v  c e r t a i n  we had got i n  some use fu l  h i t s ,  i t  was not easy t o  produce 

a c t u e l  evidence of damage unless  of course we a c t u a l l y  sad! one of the  enemy 

a t t a c k e r s .  Quite soon a f t e r  I joined, our foremost gun w a s  removed and replaced 

by an e x c e l l e n t  qu ick f i r ing  twin 6-pounder gun which proved a first c l a s s  weapon 

f o r  the  tas!:. I thought i t  migltt be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  record  one a c t i o n  i n  which 

we were involved. A t  2047 s i x  E boats  were i l l u n i n a t e d  by s t a r s h e l l  at a range 

of about 3lOO yards ( a  mile and a h a l f )  and were engaged with all guns, and some 

h i t s  from t h e  twin 6-pounder were observed. Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h i s  the  E bocts  

withdrew. On resuming course t o  the  eastward, when s t i l l  about three  and a ha l f  

n i l e s  from t h e  c hipping channel, contact  w a s  regained hut some doubt ex i s t ed  as 

t o  whether t h i s  contact w a s  the  enemy u n i t  o r  not. Course was a l t e r e d  t o  c lose  

when the  r a d a r  indica ted  t h t  there  were s e v e r a l  echoes which we bel ieved t o  1:e 

another  group of E boats. Speed was increased and, when the  range was down t o  

about 2100 yar&, the  t a r g e t  was i l l u q i n a t e d  hy ska r she l l .  It was then c l e a r  t h a t  

t h i s  con tac t  was i n  f a c t  a d i f f e r e n t  group and we opened f i r e  with everything 

we had, and h i t s  were observed from the  Pon pons and p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o s  our twin 

&-pounder. Thougb. so  o f t en  i n  t h i s  kind of warfare i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  know j u s t  

how we l l  you have done, there  was i n  t h i s  case no douht at all. One E boat W W  

c l e a r l y  sunk and another s h o r t l y  a f t e r  5lew up. I n  all i t  was a most s a t i s f a c t o r y  

a c t i o n  from our  point  of view. I t  was r a t h e r  n i c e  t o  l e a r n  1a:er t h a t  Lieutenact  

C.E.Tooley, f o r  h i s  cos t  d is t inguished conduct w a s  awarded the  Distinguished 

Service  Cross and I w s s  awarded a Ltlr t o  nine. 



From time t o  time c e r t a i r  t o m s  and t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s  were asked whether they 

would l i k e  t o  adopt a warship. It s o  happned  t h a t  Zly  and D i s t r i c t  were as!:ed 

whether they would care t o  edopt H.M.S.G!alpole. This  o f f e r  came about a s  a r e s u l t  

of E ly  having cont r ihuted  i n  klarship Week the  sum of S 2 6 9 , W a n d  they were 

t h r i l l e d  a t  the  thought of adopting a destroyer. '  Apart from the  exchange of a 

I plaque from them and t h e  g i f t  of t h e  s h i p ' s  c r e s t  from us  the  matter appeared 

t o  have d ied  a n a t u r a l  death. This  was not s o ,  however, as I and the  Wardroom, 
i 

i n  consu l t a t ion  with the  s h i p ' s  company, agreed t h a t  we should ask f o r  a small  

team from Ely ,  possihly l e d  by the  Tishop o r  the  Dean, t o  come and v i s i t  t he  

s h i p ,  t a l k  t o  the  s h i p ' s  company and s t a y  t o  lunch. I f i r s t  of a l l  asked 

Captain (D) i f  it would he poss ib le  f o r  the  k'alpole t o  be i n  on a c e r t a i n  da te  

and he assure'd ne t h a t ,  provide6 t h e r e  w a s  no d i r e  emergency, t h i s  could be 

arranged. We then  s e n t  the  i n v i t a t i o n  which was accepted with a l a c r i t y  and i n  

due course t h e  g r e a t  day ar r ived .  Led by the  Dean a pa r ty  of t en  came t o  Harwich 

ant v e r e  welcomed on board. Thc s h i p  w a s  at Divisions and tp.e Ely team were 

f i r s t  o f  a l l  l e d  round the  Divisions and at  each s t o p  the  Dean gave some stirrirz 

words of encourqement and thanks. P.fter this the re  w a s  an  o p p r t u n i t y  f o r  ojur 
i v i s i t o r s  t o  loo!< at the  s h i p  more c l o s e l y  and there  w a s  a demonstration of gun 

d r i l l  and suchlike.  The Chief Boatswain's ),late - a P e t t y  Of f i ce r  - then gave 

t h e  Dean a boatswain's c a l l  which I r e a l l y  he l ieve  he was del ighted  t o  receive.  

Then, a f t e r  h a l f  an hour o r  so ,  we gave the  par ty  dr inks  i n  the  wardroom, but how 

we a l l  got i n  I cannot think,  followed hy w h a t  i n  those days was a very n ice  

I 1-uffet lunch. Af te r  lunch, as always I suppose, I d i d  say  a feu words of t h d c s  

I apprec ia t ion .  F i n a l l y  the  pa r ty  broke up and we wished our gues ts  g rea t  

good fortune.  

I n  these  o lde r  s h i p s  i t  was necessary t o  have the  b o i l e r  cleaned f a i r l y  

r e g u l a r l y  and on these occasions we were berthed alongside at  Par!ceston Qaay. 

Here every opportunity was taken t o  g ive  leave i n  two groups, much of the  a c t c a l  

c leaning being undertaken by a shore t e r n  borne f o r  t h i s  duty. Nost ships, 

inc luding Halpole, ltept the  Chief (Engineer) i n  the s h i p  f o r  t h i s  period, leavii:; 

h i n  behind f o r  a s i m i l a r  per iod when the  cleaning was cocpleted. It a l s o  gave cn 

an oppor tuni ty  t o  tave a l o t  o f  n inor  de fec t s  correctee.  

F a c i l i t i e s  ashore at  HKwich were on the  whole q u i t e  good. There w a s  a 

c i n e m ,  one o r  ~ H O  hrs ,  a junior  r a t iqs  clu5,  s o ~ e t h i n g  similar f o r  the  s e n i o r  

 rate^ and a kind of c lub  a few n i l e s  away f o r  the  o f f i c e r s .  I can well re-en5er 

t%e droppinq of a d e p t t  charge o f f  the  Fas t  Coast which we were allowed t o  dc 

every s i x  nonths. I thougkt i t  would be a good idea  i f  we could w a g e  t o  get  
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. . . .~ .~ 
a few r e a l l y  f r e s h  f i s h  on t h i s  occasion and s o  1 ;selected.wher~'.we would go t o  

7 .:.- -, .: ,.: ' ' 2  . " :?' . . . .  , . . . . . .  , ,  . :  . . - . . 

l e t  off .our ... six-monthly ' ~ h ~ ~ e . ~ r i t h   one c a r e ,  God must have-.been.on.pur s i d e  ..: d.. .__  ... , .... . . .  : . i i  . I . . . .  . .  i . .  . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . .  - .  . . 

. . . . .  Se,cause- we lc i i ied  more cod t h q  I had ever seen b,efore. Gle simply.,r+ed them i;l .. :.. ..... - : ;..:. . . . .  
. . . . . : . . . :  ; . . . . . . . . . .  , . . 

a n d i  though many would say  t h a t  cod is a d u l l  f i sh , ,  a l l  1 .c&q say: :is . t h a t  when 
,,:; .;. I.... .. . .  . :  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  .. - .... . ~ . . .  .:..> i. .. .. 

it comes.straight  -fro.m .............. t h e  sea  a.nd i n t o  the  pan i t  t a s t e s  de l i c ious  and q u i t e  
,; . : .  ) .  - .  ' :.. :.:: . . . . . . . . . .  , . .  . . .  : .  . -  . . .  ~ .. 

d i f f e r e n t  fr0.m tk.,e usual .  cod bought' f r o ?  a .fishmonger which nay i r k l l  .have spent  
: . . . . . .  '1 ; .  :.-; ... ! . .  . 1 . :  . : . . . : . . . . .  . . : .... 1.; . . .  . . . . .  . . 

.> . .  .. 
many wee'ts i n  transi:: ,. . W e  had sonany cod. that.,we,wer.e able. t o  -give a large ..:, .:.... .. ....... ...:.. . . .  ,,., " .:,*,. :,, <::.:. . ': .~ :*. . . . . . . . . .:... .:.. - . . , .  ~ 

aico.unt t o  Ganges, t he  . . . . . . .  % y s 0  Training.Est.aF:lis-bent,. jus t  !acro@s the.  water f r o a  
:r,,. ;,:. <..: .! . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . .  . .  ...:.. .. ... . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . , l . i  

!iawich. , . ,. , . - . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  ............... . . .  :.-, . . . . . . . . .  : ;: . . . .  :_.;.... . . .  . . 
. . 
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A s  we- ventured intb 1 9 4  the  p s s i b i l i v  .pf ,%.future. invw.i.op of..gurope 
.... .,.?, - .. . . . . . .  , , ,  '.?>< - .- .:., . . :. . , '  - , . ~. ... . -  . . .. . I< . :  

seemed nore &d . more. l i k e l y .  ' A s  we were more, o r ,  leas .@raaqent.ly pn the  e a s t e r n  
,:.. . . . . . . .  , . - >..-.: : . . ...- . . . .  - .  ::A> :.< . . . . .  . . . . . . .  ::. -1 ' . ! . i . .  ...... 

. . .  . -  ;2 s i d e  2b..i.-..- of .:$.: t h e  :! United .. . Kingdom ,.. , many .- of us  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  beg%:, tol,w.onder ,what : ,. the  ... g r e a t  . . . .  masses of , .. 

- .. ,,.;,- extraordinary.  - y .. :::..+,..: .i,.,: ,...-:.?. looking .. y f l o a t h g .  . . . .  . cqncret.e . P;' boxes . . . . . . . . . .  could:..be f o ~ ~  ; +d.. slli s o r t s  of 
suggest ions were made? A s  summer began t o  approach and s t a c e ,  of,boolcs and 

docunents a r r i v e d ,  all sea led  and not t o  be opened u n t i l  ordered, the  p o s s i b i l i t y  

.. of an invasip?. became, at l e a s t  t o .  me,. a certainty,-; , .Finally I. was-ordered t o  , . . . . . . . .  :9: . 3 . . 2:. A : '> 

. . 
open , . , .  some;;of _ the,:inyasion orders  which s h o w e d . q u + t e ~ l e a r l y  . . .  where:the invas ion  . . . . .  -. 

vras.going.to , t a k e  place.. 1.t .was . i a t e r e s t i n g t o  note ;  t & t , - e v e ~ - ~ i f :  t he  'enemy d id  '. _ . . ,  L.,.;.:>'.... 

g e t  hold of .t.+ pl?ns.I hzd, i t  would not have beenlpossible:for. .him t o  have knoc:~ 
: . .  ! . . . . .  .. - 

- when the.  inv,asion. w,as  go ing  t o .  be. mounted. Furtheroore- . there we:a:;great d e a l  .;. . 3 . i f . .  ,.. I., . . , .- 

of e v i d e n c e , t M t - i t  was l i k e l y , t o  ta!!e,place i n  an ra rea  q u i t e  dj!ferentfrom . . . . . .  t h e  .: . ....... . . . . . . . .  - .  . . . I I ,  
< ,  

one shown on t h e  plans. The amendments to.  these  p lans  . . ~ e r e , ~ ~ ~ h + ~ t i a l , a n d  . . I had 

t o  g e t  one o r  two o f f i c e r s ,  who were sworn t o  secrecy,  t o  help me car? ou t  the  

necessary c o r r e c t i o ~ ~ .  . . .,. . . . . . . . . .  : :  .... : . . . . .  . . .  
. . . . ,  , . -  .>  . . . .  .. . . . . . - ., . . 

. . .  . , 
> , . )  . , 

:: : < .  

. . When t h e  invasion s t a r t e d  W a l p l e  w a s  due, t o  e s c o r t  aconvoy on the  beaches . . . .  . , .. . . . , . . . i 
on D + 3. A s  we were t o  start .from the  Harwjch a r e a  , t h i s  w a n t  we had t o  sai l  . , .. 

at l e a s t  two days before. T l ~ e  rou tes  were all c l e a r l y  l a i d  down-andthose 1eadi.-- 

towarcis the  l a n d i q  a r e a s  were s l i g l l t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from those leading away. T i ~ i z  

w a s  t o  reduce the r i s k  of c o l l i s i o n s ,  s ince  the  v o l ~ ?  of shipping both inmar& 

and outwards would bu i ld  up s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  Despite a s l i g h t  weather h i t c h  which 

postpixed t h e  ~ t ~ t i n g  da te  the  invasion was on and, once the  signal was made 

i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  s t a r t , a n y  chance of a r r e s t i q  it was impractical.  The r o u t i n e  

w a s  the.t we e s c o r t s 6  the  convoy keepins the  s h i p s  moving together  *c lose ly  .=s .., . .  . a . . 
possible.  I can remnber  q u i t e  c l e a r l y  one Anerican s h i p  b d l y  behind s t a t i o n  

and, a f t e r  chivvying h i n  up, he oade a s i g n a l  back saying  "Don't he too bard or. 

ce - I ' ve  only  done a correspondence course on t h i s  t.usineeg". On arrivsl at  

our  heach the con t ro l  of the  s h i p  was taken over hy the  landing o r g m i s a t i o n ,  t b -  

e s c o r t s  ' einfi  required t o  repor t  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  uni t .  We were then t o l d  w h r c  



t o  anchor ant! when we would be requi red  again. Usually t h i s  ~ o u l d  be about 

1600/1700 on the  sane day. On a r r i v a l  we could s e e  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t e p s  taken t o  

b u i l d  p a r t  of a  prefabr ica ted  harbour - t h i s  at last explained what the  float in,^ 

concrete boxes were fo r .  A l l  woul6 he f ~ i r l y  q u i e t  during the  day except f o r  

the  odd a i r  a l e r t ,  A s  w? now bad d e f i n i t e  a i r  s u p e r i o r i t y  over t h a t  part of the  

Channel ?ad over the  lznding beaches, i n t e r fe rence  at l e a s t  a t  f i r s t  was r :or. 
n  hen when zero  hour a r r i v e d  we weighed anchor and s t a r t e d  t o  round up our outwar:!. 

:-ound convoy f o r  the  journey back. On a r r t v a l  o f f  the  eas t e rn  end of the  I s l e  

of \!ight those s h i p s  1.3our.d f o r  Sout!?ampton/?ortsmouth and the  west were detsche:! 

while rre turned eastward with those bound f o r  t h e  London area.  Althougl~ I had 

expected t h a t  a l l  shipping 'lcuzd f o r  the  landing beaches would be a t tacked by 

every means poss i \ l e ,  s o  f a r  t h i s  was not so. A t  the  saae time i t  d id  re&? t h a t  

we had t o  keep ourse lves  on the  a l e r t  f o r  a t t a c k  f ron  t h e  a i r ,  E boats ,  su'Jrnarine? 

and, not t o  be fo rgo t t en ,  nines. Though the  work f o r  the  e s c o r t s  was hard i t  v+; 

the  g r e a t e s t  poss ib le  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  tke  worm had at  last . . turned and we were 
.. 

oil our way back, not only t o  Europe, hut t o  victory.  

There were t h r e e  s p e c i f i c  episodfs  t h a t  I can we l l  remember. The f i r s t  b i z 2  

t he  e f f e c t  of almost dense loflf-lying fog. V i s i b i l i t y  w a s  dobm t o  a few hundred 

yards o r  ever. l e s s  i n  some places ,  sad thoughwe a l l  by now bad r ada r  the  densit:/ 

of sh ip2ing w a s  such t h a t  it was of l i m i t e d  value. The ext raordinary  th ing  was 

t h a t  our  a i r c r a f t  f l y i n g  overhead could s e e  the  shipping c l e a r l y  ye t  we coulfl. not. 

However, thanlc goodness, fog seldom las t s  long and i t  was soon q u i t e  c l e a r  again. 

Some say  t h a t  i t  is seldom r e a l l y  rough i n  the  Channel. Relieve you me t h i s  is 

simply not t r u e ,  and i t  was not  long a f t e r  the  i n i t i a l  landing t h a t  the  weather 

hlew up t o  pale force  winds, and i t  hecame s o  rough when we were anchored of f  

the  1,eachcs t h a t  it w a s  q u i t e  impossible t o  ge t  on t o  the  f o r e c a s t l e  t o  weigh 

a~c? ,o r .  A l l  we could do w a s  t o  r a i s e  s t e a n  and keep the  s h i p  a6 steady a s  possi)!.~ 

F a i r  weather d id  eventual ly  a r r i v e  and th ings  then went on nore o r  l e s s  as usca!.. 

The t!lird strarrge tiring t h a t  occurred was when we were proceeding i n  the  

Cl-an,!nel. To ay  acazcnent I saw a gccat  b a l l  of l i g h t  loo!cing l i k e  a? a i r c r a f t  

on f i r e  rushing ti.xolyh the  sky towards the  E t q l i s h  coast .  Uhen I sad an.ot!~er 

and then anot:ier I r c a l i s e d  t h a t  these  were a fo rn  of eneny rocket o r  what w- 

e v r n t u ~ d l y  c a l l e d  the  "c!oodlebu~' which, when t h e  ery ine  cut ou t ,  diver! doxn 0:: 

t o  the  lanc! e x p l o d i w  i n  a  t e r r i f i c  s h a t t e r i n g  b&?,-. I r e p r t e d  this but i t  

w a s  c l e a r  soon a f t e ~ r c &  that the  a u t h o r i t i e s  knew a l l  about these "dwdlebu;.r'. 



I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  my s i s t e r  l!=y, the  e ldes t  of f i v e ,  I a l s o  had three  i j ro thcrs  

P e t e r ,  f o r  y e a r s  a favour i te  f r i end ,  Michael a d  John. \,le e l l  went t o  d i f f e r e n t  

schoo l s  - P e t e r  going t o  Elundells i n  Devonshire, Kicbael t o  Eastbourne College 

and-John t o  Bradfield,* l ihi le  Peter and Michael were 8003. a t  Sames, John, I thin!< 

most would agree ,  was l e s s  so. On the  o ther  hand John c!as, i n  my view, the  bes t  

educated having gone t o  Cambridge t o  read modern languages. A l l  th ree  b ro the r s  

fought i n  t h e  war. Pe ter  joined the  Royal A i r  Force on the adn in ic t r a t ion  s i d e  

anc! spent  a l o t  of h i s  w a r  days i n  North Africa. :lic:wel w a s  a t e r r i t o r i a l  as 

2 G u e r i l l a  and was i n  t h i s  regiment the  whole war, never leaving India. Jobn, 

who worked f o r  Dunlop's, was i n  London and becane a t e r r i t o r i a l  i n  the  Finskury 

R i f l e s .  Ii is regiment w a s  overnight t r ans fe r red  t o  knt i -Aircraf t  Commnd and 

he t h u s  spent  the  whole w a r  a s  an AA gwtner. He asked me whether there  would 

ha any chance of h i s  cornin8 over t o  the  invasion beaches i n  the  "Wallop". 

I s a i d  t h e r e  would be no d i f f i c u l t y  although I could not p a r a n t e e  he would 

n e c e s s a r i l y  . . g e t  back i n  my ship. He accepted wi th  a l a c r i t y  and we too!< hip. 
.. 

over. He landed soon a f t e r  we h a d  anchored and spext  the  whole day prowl in^ 

around looking at w h a t  was going on and genera l ly  see ing  a t o t h e r  s i d e  of l i f e  

a t  war. St range  t o  say ,  just  as we were weighing anchor, a boat a r r ived  

alongside and John stepped on board. Me had had a g r e a t  day and seen s o  nuch. 

The f u m y  t h i n g  w a s  t h a t  though I had been over t o  t h e  invasion coast  many t i n e s  

I never had t h e  o p y r t u n i t y  t o  land. 

Looking back on my l i f e  i n  the W a l p l e  I can remeaber two things t h a t  

a f f e c t e d  me. I used t o  wear a very w a r m  l i t t l e  anorak th ing  which kept the  

upper p a r t  of me nice and snug though i t  d id  not r e a l l y  go down very far .  I ccn 

r e c a l l  when we got  i n  one day s i t t i n g  down i n  the  wardroom and dozing o f f .  Wher. 

I awoke I could not ge t  out of my cha i r  - I had more o r  l e s s  se i zed  u p  A l l  t he  

doc to r s  s a i d  it was a d i s c  o r  something. IIowevcr a f t e r  twenty-four hours of 

warmth I had more o r  l e s s  recovered, though i n  f a c t  i t  took me some years  t o  

throw off  t h i s  trou'ile. The other  th ing  I rezececber was that when I joined 

%"lop" my lcnowledge of s h i p  b n d l i n g  was very l i n i t e d .  Lowever, a f t e r  sose 

r o n t h s  and a number of not too se r ious  bunps, I got l ~ e t t e r  and be t t e r .  One d a j ,  

f o r  no apparent  reason, I took Walpsle out of Harvich Sachards .  Destroyers h 2 . 7 ~  

g r e a t  power and once you b ~ v e  confidence there  is very l i t t l e  you cannot do xi:!: 

then. The only  person who was a b i t  a f f ronted  was the  Chief, who s a i d  i n  no 

unce r t a in  t c r c s  t h a t  I r e a l l y  st.ould not have done i t  without warning h in  f i r z t .  

We d id  q u i t e  a l o t  of en ter ta in ing  on b w d  - c o c t l y  Wrens, ond I thi* i t  

would be f a i r  t o  say t h c ~ e  was n t e a d e n q  f o r  us  t o  e n t e r t a i n  core of tb.c Vrca 



r a t i n g s  than  t h e  o f f i ce r s .  There was a hos t  of r a t i n g s  inc luding  p l o t t e r s ,  

'..oatst crew, d r i v e r s ,  cinema ope ra to r s  and s o  on. btany have o f t e n  asked me why 

I never go t  married i n  t h e  w a r .  I a m  not  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  I know t h e  reason i.i:?.y. 

I think, I w a s  a f r a i d  of g e t t i n g  married, having ch i ld ren  2nd then  get tin,^ bumped 

o f f ,  p a r t i a l l y  because I f e l t  t h a t  I was doing a good job and, if I were married,  

I would be l e s s  good a t  i t ,  and I suppose p a r t i a l l y  beeause poss ib ly  I never 

found t h e  r i g h t  g i r l  - though t h i s  d i d  not prevent ne i r o n  tryin,-. 

A s  t h e  w2lr  crept  on we were gradual ly  hoved over t o  do more and more work on 

t h e  Europem s i d e  and soon we vere  p - l t ro l l i ng  o f f  t h e  Scheldte.  Looking bac!: I 

bad been very lucky during the w a r  but  i t  alrrays s e e m  t h a t  sooner o r  l a t e r  t k e  

a.ice w i l l  he loaded agains t  one. T ~ U S  i t  w a s ,  on the  evening of t h e  5 t h  

7e::ruary 1945, t h a t  i n  cornAwny with H.I!.S.P.utherford we a r r i v e d  on p a t r o l  19 
. . 

not  too  f a r  from the  Scheldte with \!alpole s t a t i o n e d  ahout a mile t o  sea~viard. 

Th i s  was on account of the  recent  number of midget subnarine a t t a c k s  t h a t  had 

taken p lace  i n  the  general  area. The p a t r o l  was uneventful  u n t i l  about 0743 

on tP,e fol lowing ~ o r n i n g  when t h e  officer-of-the-watchl the  F i r s t  Lieutenant ,  

r epor t ed  t h a t  t he re  w a s  something f l o a t i n g  not  f a r  ahead. I was i n  the  operntio:- 

room a t  t h i s  moment but on my way t o  t h e  bridge. He followed up h i s  r epor t  by 

saying  t h a t  it was a ~ i n e .  I heard the  order  "Starboard 30" followed a l n ~ o s t  

imneCiately by a tremendous explosion when the  whole s h i p  seemed t o  r i s e  out  of 

t h e  water. It was c l e a r  t h a t  the  mine had h i t  t h e  s k i p  somewhere midsh ips .  

An emergency s i g n a l  w z i  sent  t o  Rutherford. Already the  s h i p  was hee l ing ,over  

considern'>ly. It was soon c l e a r  t h a t  Furnber 1 b c i l e r  room had been flooded and 

t h a t  a l l  power had been los t .  When an o l d  s h i p  such a s  Vclpole is hard h i t  t h e r e  

i n  u s u e l l y  o co-siderable mount  of damage. The Chief Engineroon A r t i f i c e r ,  tke  

Chief havin; been l e f t  behind, arranged t o  shore up t h e  bulkhead hetween t h e  

flooded b o i l e r  roon and the next coapartnent.  Althou&h considerable e f f o r t s  

were made t o  t r y  and. r a i s e  s t e m  i n  the  o t h e r  two b o i l e r s  they me: with no success .  

I n  due course fhc ocean-soing tug  Saucy too!< US i n  tow and we a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  

v i c i n i t y  of S?cerness. ?ro,icall:r wc l o s t  the crew of Nm%r 1 b o i l e r  roon 

and al l  t h e  usual  s t e p  were taken t o  inform the  a u t h o r i t i e s  and t h e  next of  kin.  

Alas, t h e  end of Xal-mle w a s  i n  s i g h t  kid i t  was needless  t o  say  a s;d 

p ;u t in5  f o r  u s  a l l .  Two s d l  thin55 a r e  yrhaps worth recording. Thc f i r s t  w a s  

that n0e.c t i c c  before the wmdroon bousht oor>c q u i t c  a t t r a c t i v e  p r i n t s  of o l d  

c h i p  but  then  could not ge t  the- f rmed .  I w.?s azl-ed i f  I could ge t  the,? fr&zec' 

G07ehow. I asked :!r.Cle~e;lts, tl!c n s n q c r  of t h e  b a t  Yard i f  he could h e l p  

he a p e e d  t o  frnne tl:cn i n  t ea2  i n  e? tcb .%~e f o r  a duty f r e e  t o t t l e  o r  €in. 



This  he did. When it t r s  decided t h a t  the  s h i p  was t o  be Scrapped I w a s  asked 

if 'i wollld now l i k e  t o  have the  p r in t s .  I s a i d  I would and I s t i l l  have .the:: 

today. The o t h e r  t h i z g  is t h a t  on one of the a f t e r  screen doors w a s  a brass  

p l a t e  of ahout s i x  o r  seven inches i n  diameter which showed a p ic ture  of a h e l l  

being rung  hy a hand,.and i n  the  cent re  of the  b e l l  was another p ic ture  of a r?n 

c lasp ing  o r  wringing h i s  hands. Though. a t  f i r s t  we thought t h i s  was the c r e s t  

of t h e  des t roye r s  i n  t i . e  F i r s t  World \ far  i t  now s e e r s  more l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  was 

i n  f a c t  Walpole's own c r e s t .  It is now thought i t  was based on what S i r  Rober'c 

',lalpole s a i d  i n  1739 on the  d e c l ~ z a t i o n  of war with Spaic "They now r i n g  the  

b e l l s ,  but  they w i l l  sooni.ring t h e i r  hands". I too!c t h i s  c re s t  of f  the a f t e r  

sc reen  and k v e  i t  today. 

Tile Navy is r e e l l y  q u i t e  unlilce tile Army which is bas ica l ly  based on the  

regiment. I n  the  Navy your "regiment" f o r ,  dare I say ,  a couple of years  is 

one ' s  sh ip .  Af te r  leaving  your 1 s t  s h i p  you a r e  soon i n  &?other and thus you 

have v i r t u a l l y  a new "regiment". I f  one is a s p e c i a l i s t  your r e a l  hozc is .,!here 
.. .. 

you took. your s p e c i a l i s t  course. I f  on the  o the r  hand you a r e  what is ter;r,?d ,?. 

"ssl t -horse",  a non-spec ia l i s t ,  you have no bas ic  establishment. I n  klalpnle 

t h e r e  were two o r  th ree  o f f i c e r s  with whom I have kept  i n  touch. There is Ted 

Tooley who l i v e d  at Hessle near Hull and h i s  wife. I have kept i n  touch with 

t h e  Tooleys a l l  these  yea r s  and am i n  f a c t  godfather  t o  one of t h e i r  sons. 

Irumphrey J u l e r ,  t h e  doctor ,  w a s  always a f r i end  of mine and, s trange t o  say ,  

yea r s  l a t e r  he l-ecane rcy C-P at Charl).ury. F ina l ly ,  only about a year ago wher. 

at a concert  at  b y a n s t o n  School, a chap came up t o  me and so id  "You don't  

remenber me do you, s i r ? "  It w a s  iadeed Sinnnons who is now a four-ringe6 

cap ta in  and had a son and daughter i n  t h e  school. Sirnons had been i n  Walpolc 

wi th  me. i1ov we l l  he must have been trained! I s a i d  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  hc~v cn3 

i t  was t o  l o s e  Glalpole f o r  ever  and indeed i t  w a s  a sad t i c e  f o r  us a l l .  Possi:)?.:. 

t h e  f i n a l  s i g n a l  from the  Comnander-in-Chief is worth quoting. It s a i d  "It is 

s a d  t o  s e e  the  passing of your f i n e  ship. She has performed long and 3oblc 

s e r v i c e  w.c! yocr c o m i s s i o n  iws added l u s t r e  t o  her  nm.et'. 

Ca looking back over ny two years  i n  V a l p l e  I f e e l  I bad been cos t  for:u:?-:.-- 
. . . 

1 had l e f t  a French Chaser and H.M.S.Stanley jus t  before both s h i p  were l o s t  !:?.;. 

all ha&; I vas  s u d i  i n  !I.H.A.S.tlestor and su f fe red  ao t  a sc ra t ch  and thou;;l 

h u l l e t s  had passed through the  bridge i n  W a l p l e  they had nissed me. I had ice:-. 

a l o t  as well.  I Fad t o  contend with s u 5 s t a n t i a l  p i l o t a p  p o 5 1 e m , t i d e s , C x S r c ; : : ~  

and shoa l  water.  I l e a r n t  h.ow t o  handle a destroyer  v e l l  and now had two ye=;' 

e x g r i e n c e  o f  Action Inforca t ion  and P l o t t i n g  a?d bad deal: successfuUy w i t h  T2':;. 

E ',oat a t t acks .  I a l s o  took p a r t  i n  one of the  g r e a t e s t  i n v u i o n s  of Europe a?< 

l i v c d  t o  t e l l  the  s tory .  F ina l ly  T : id coc~p:and~of a happy ar.d contented s h i ?  !!>.iz'-. 

.,,-.- 7I.n a r  r T ? i c i o n :  c - i t  of the  F lee t .  



I n  t h e  e a r l y  spr ing  of 1945 I was appointed t o  be "Spare Destroyer Commmdin6 

o f f i c e r ,  Fa r  Eas t  F lee t"  and i n  due cou?se embarked i n  a l a r g e  t roopship  f o r  

passage t o  far e a s t e r n  waters. I shared a cabin, i f  t h a t  is t h e  r i g h t  word, with 

twenty-two o t h e r s  and, needlees t o  m y ,  space vae t ight .  In addition t o  the 

discomfort of t h e  crainped condit ions we had only two main meals a day which were 

timed on t h e  fol lowing basis .  Those who had breakfas t  at 7 a.m. had the evening, 

and l a s t ,  meal at 4 p.m., and those who breakfasted at 7.k5 a.m. had t h e i r  last 

meal at 4.45 p.m. and s o  on. Tcough the  meals were s u b s t a n t i a l  one was extremely 

hungry by t h e  time the  next meal w a s  due. This  of course r e s u l t e d  i n  mzy, 

inc luding  myself,  t ak ing  away a fic! of food t o  f i l l  t h e  gap. 

Though t h e r e  were m a y  sen io r  o f f i c e r s  on hoard 1 w a s  appointed Off icer  

Commanding Troops which, with the enormous nunber of t roops being ca r r i ed ,  was 

not  an e w y  job. I d id ,  of course, have some perks as i t  meant t h a t  I had an 

o f f i c e  t o  myself and a sec re t a ry  of s o r t s  a s  well  as access  t o  the  Supreme Of f i ce r  

Com~anding Troops, a Group Captain. 

When we were i n  t h e  Fediterranean the  w a r  i n  Europe ceased. Af ter  a long 

hard s t r u g g l e  Victory Europe had a r r i v e d  at last. The order  "Splice thethinl-.racet' 

was given and, s t r ange  t o  say ,  t h i s  Trooper had rum on board. I w a s  thus faced 

w i t h  i s s u i n p  o u t  rum t o  many thousand o f f i c e r s  and men. The g rea t  snag was t o  

prevent  t h e  more foolhardy from "going round the  buoy" and, wi th  t h e  numbers 

involved,  this w a s  a d i f f i c u l t  task. I, a s  usua l ,  used the Royal t'srineo t o  

undcrtalce t h e  i s s u e  and I can remember q u i t e  c l e a r l y  one Royal Marine Corporal 

pass ing  o u t ,  not  f r o n  drinking rum but sir.~ply from inha l ina  t h e  fumes. 

Among t h e  vany on board were a f a i r  nunber of  Austral ian t roops  and, when we 

were one day o u t  from Per th ,  the Of f i ce r  Cornanding Troops t o l d  ce there  !iould 

he  no leave  ashore  f o r  anyone. I s a i d  I t h o u ~ h t  t h i s  was aii unwise decis ion as 

t h e  A u s t r a l i a n s  had been w a y  fron horre f o r  a long t i c e  w.d I doubted whether 

they would accep t  such an orc'.er. t i ee t less  t o  say they did not an$ s inp ly  na rc t ee  

ashore p a ~ t  t h e  s e n t r i e s .  The O f f i c e r  Co .mding  then s a i d  t h a t  t he re  was t o  !?e 

a r o u t e  march through Per th  of all troops on board. Again I d e x r r e d  and p i n t e d  

Out t h a t  I d i d  not  th ink  t h i s  w a s  n wise idea  hut  again I was over-ruled. Tb.e 

W c h  s t a r t e d  and, without exaser ra t ion ,  we l o s t  nearly dl t h e  lower deck r a t e s  

of  e l l  t h r e e  s e r v i c e s  as we w c h e d  pas t  pu' a f t e r  pu'~, and a few o f f i c e r s  a s  

well .  O.C.?roops was l i v i d  k t ,  when he recallec! cy warning, t.e d i d  not dare 



comment t o  me. I n  due course we a r r i v e d  a t  Sydney and I was put up i n  the  

Hotel f.:etropole. This  h o t e l  was much frequented by the  farming f r a t e r n i t y  and 

the  food not  only s u b s t z n t i a l  i n  q u a l t i t y  but of a very high standard.  - 
Breakfast ,  f o r  in s t ance ,  consisted of f r u i t  j u i ce ,  g r a p e f r u i t ,  eggs and bacon, 

with as nany eggs a s  you l i k e d ,  p lus  a l a r g e  chop,with l a s l ~ i n g s  of t o a s t ,  honey 

o r  marmalade, wi th  coffee  o r  t e a ,  and t h i s  gave me a most fauourablo impression 

of A u s t r a l i a  a f t e r  the  s t r i n g e n t  food ra t ion ing  at home. 

Af ter  a few wee!cs I was ordered t o  jo in  Tei~acious a t  Manus i n  the  A&?iralty 

I s l ands ,  Flew Guinea, and accordingly em'mrked on a  t roos ing  a i r c r a f t  with n a y  

o thers .  I s a i d  t h i s  was a  t r o q i n g  f l i g h t ,  t i ~ d  I suppose i t  was, thou& most 

of us  had t o  sit on rail hags. \!k.en we landed a t  Townsville t o  r e f u e l  !$e l e a r - t  

t h a t  one engine w 3 s  defect ive.  ?or th ree  of four  days we had t o  ge t  down t o  

the  a i r p o r t  a t  a:>out 6.30 a.m., only t o  discover c f t e r  an hour o r  so  that a l l  

was not wel l  and there  would he e f u r t h e r  twenty-four hours delay. tlovever, 

I made f r i e l d s  wit:! a  very charming FTc~al Chaplain and we passed the  time 

p leasan t ly  enough d iscuss ing  r e l i g i o n  and nany o t h e r  topics.  A t  l a s t  we a r r i v e d  

at Nanus and I w a s  accommodated i n  the  l o c a l  mess u n t i l  the  next day when 

I a r r i v e d  on board Tenacious t o  take ove:. from Lieutenant  Comander D.F.Townsend. 

Soon a f t e r  I joined, the  s h i p  w a s  a l i v e  with I1buzzes" and on the  5 t h  of J u l y  

the  F l e e t  came back from Aus t ra l i a  and hurr ied  prepara t ions  were made. The Bri t is i :  

F l e e t  cons i s t ed  of one ba t t l e sh ip ,  t h r e e  c a r r i e r s ,  s i x  c r u i s e r s  and eighteen 

des t roye r s ,  p l u s  of course the  F lee t  Tra in  Replenishment Force, ye t  none but 

the  very p r iv i l eged  knew our u l t imate  des t ina t ion .  The C&artermaster was t o l d  

t o  s t e e r  040 degrees and the  revolu t ions  f o r  f i f t e e n  knots were rung on. On our  

way t o  the  n o r t h  e a s t  I was t o l d  t o  r e f u e l  from the  c r u i s e r  Achil les .  A l l  went 

we l l  t o  start with,  but the3  i t  appeared t h a t  Tenacious was not s t e e r i n g  t h e  

course ordered and i t  w a s  c l e a r  t h a t  unless  inmediate ac t ion  was ta!;en the re  

would t,e a c o l l i s i o n .  O5viously sonething was se r ious ly  wrong s o  I decided t o  

s t e e r  outwards and hrea'c the  o i l  hose. It then becane evident  t h a t  the  p r o  

COZp-1SS bad gone "off the  soard". Refuel l ing  at sea  is not d i f f i c u l t  provide2 

a l l  Foes we l l ,  kut when, unexpectedly, t he re  is a  f a i l u r e  as i n  t h i s  case,  instz.2: 

a c t i o n  has t o  t ,e :aken t o  save the  day. 

Xhile we continued on a north e a s t e r l y  course tt.e secrecy of the  o-wrat ioa 

continued, m y  saying "lle don't  knof where we're e o i v  ' t i1 we g e t  there". 

Then, a t  last ,  I was a'jle t o  spd: t o  the  s x p ' s  coapany and t e l l  the2  that t ? ~  

3 r i t i s h  F l c e t  was proceediig t o  join up with the Aaerican F lee t  under Adni-d  

I1dlsey, f o r  opera t ions  ~ a i n s t  Japm.  It would thus bc our duty t o  a t t a c k ,  



i~ i thdrar r  t o  r ep len i sh ,  and then a t t a c k  again. On the  6 t h  July we met up with 

the  American F l e e t  t o  becoce the  4 t h  Task Group. It w a s  indeed a t h r i l l i n g  and 

i m p s i n g  d i sp lay  of a l l i e d  n a v d  s t rength .  Tius f o r  the  remainder of Ju ly  

i n t o  August we s t r u c k  the  Japanese hour a f t e r  hour. Over one thousand aeropl.mss 

toolc p a r t  i n  t h e  day s t r i k e s  alone a n d ,  at the  same time, the  -9 Force f r o 3  

the  TJ.S.Aro,y A i r  Base commenced t h e i r  des t ruc t ive  a t t acks .  So s t r i k e  a f t e r  

stri!ce took p lace  with only a  shor t  r e s p i t e  f o r  r e ~ l e n i s h 3 e n t .  The des t royers  

durin.g replenishment were very busy indeed. They had, 09 course,  t o  r e f u e l  m.d 

r ep len i sh  themselves and then t o  f e r r y  a l l  Tanner ~f  i t e m  including spare p a r t s  

f o r  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,  food, m a i l  and everything imaginable t o  the  c a r r i e r s  and 

c r u i s e r s .  I n  f a c t  i t  was a r e l i e f  when n ight  f e l l .  Days lengthened i n t o  weeks 

and still we p e r s i s t e d  i n  our a t t a c k s  aga ins t  t he  enemy. Then one day we had a 

break when we, i n  company with Terpsichore, Termagant, Eiec~foundl~and snd Gambia, 

were d e t a i l e d  t o  take  p a r t  i n  the  f i r s t  bombardment of the Japanese coast. Our 

t w e e t  w a s  t he  i n d u s t r i a l  centre of ICa-naish. It was a tense moment as we 

approached t h e  shores of the Japanese m a i n l a d  on the morning of the 9 t h  of 

August, p a r t i c u l a r l y  as Tenacious was t h e  leading  s h i p  of the  l ine .  A s  the  

coas t  came nearer  and nearer  we expected the  shore b a t t e r i e s  t o  open f i r e  af: J - I  

conent. A t  l a s t  a t  about 12.45 we turned i n t o  l i n e  at  a d is tance  of about two 

mi les ,  which. t o  us  seemed very ouch c loser .  A t  t he  same time the  heavy American 

s h i p s  opened f i r e  and the  noise and concussion were enormous. A t  the  same time 

i t  w a s  not poss ib le  t o  see  exact ly  how success fu l  we had Seen, i.ut we were so02 

t o  l e a r n  t h a t  a e r i a l  reconnaissance indica ted  t h a t  ocr  major ')omkardment had 

been a g r e a t  success.  I n  a l l  I a p p o s e  the  bomhardnent had l a s t e d  f o r  about 

two hours,  and, a s  far as I can r e c a l l ,  we were not a t tacked a t  all ,  though there  

were a few spasmodic attaclce on the  Aaerican Lat t leships .  Soox a f t e r  this 

opera t ion  we re jo ined  the  F lee t  and went about our aormal, o r  a l ~ o s t  normal, 

du t i e s .  

Though the  two a t o a i c  Socb at tacl ts  a c t u a l l y  t00:i place on the 6 t h  a?d 9 t h  

11u,;ust I c h w o t  r e c a l l  hearing about then - perhaps they were not s o  described - 

51tt t h e r e  were runourr; t lmt  Japan mieht be considering surrender ezd a t  s i x  

o 'c lock  i n  t h e  corning,  v:~e?. o z  ae rop l lnes  were or. t h e i r  way t o  ?.oc,b Kobe, 

we heard t:mt the  Japanese ,had surrem?tr?d unconditionally. .At eleven o 'cloci:, 

?.he t im  of t!le o f f i c i a l  Cease Fi-e, Adrniral Halsey broadcast t o  the  Fleet .  

h'o sooner bad he s t a r t e d  thw. there  w a s  a " n x h  9ed" and c!lortly afterwards 

a Japanese a i r c r a f t  w,u seen d i v i v  v e r t i c a l l y  donirards towards t t e  ? r i t i s h  

c a r r i e r  Indefatigable. Luckily i t  missed a s t e rn  but t h i s  a t t a c k  w a s  s ~ f f i c i e r . :  

t o  keep u s  on our  t o e s  - surrender o r  no surrender.  



Fle thought i t  would be only a s h o r t  time before we Would a l l  be s a i l i n g  i n t o  

Tokyo harbour, but t h i s  w a s  not t o  be j u s t  yet .  While we were wai t ing  we r a n  

i n t o  a typhoon. This  was an awful day f o r  us  a l l  and it is ,  s o  far a s  I a m  

concerned, impossible t o  descr ibe  adequately. The wind rose ,  t h e  s e a  rose ,  t he  

r a i n - p u r e d  down and, i n  a very s h o r t  t ime, i t  w a s  impossible t o  keep s t a t i o n  

o r  indeed t o  s e e  anything a t  all.  2adar  was, of course, completely h l o t t e d  out.  

There rre n i b s  for avoiding typhoons and I can only conclude that thee were not  

obeyed. What I can say  is that the  condi t ions  were s o  t e r r i b l e  t h a t  f i g h t i n g  

was impossible. It w a s  not even s a f e  f o r  anyone t o  at tempt t o  c ross  the  i r o n  

deck. A l l  t he  B r i t i s h  des t royers  su f fe red  some damage such as l o s s  of boats  

sad  v u i o u s  equipment washed o - ~ e r  t h e  s ide .  Those who have served i n  des t roye r s  

w i l l  know how uncomfortable they a r e  i n  rough weather. Few w i l l ,  I f e e l  s u r e ,  

have passed almost through the  cen t re  of a typhoon. I have heard many s t o r i e s  

about typhoons and even heard some say  that the  cent re  is a flat calm. From 12 

own experience t h i s  is simply not t rus .  It was extremely rough and tempestuous 

weather and I had t o  decide how bes t  t o  cope with t h i s  ghas t ly  s i tua t ion .1  stoppeci 

a l l  personnel movements on deck and then manoeuvred the  s h i p  on t o  the  cos t  

confor table  course I could f i n d  and decided t o  r i d e  t h e  storm out. A l l  t h ings  

even tua l ly  come t o  an end and f i n a l l y  t h e  weather began t o  improve, the  wind 

eased, the  r a i n  stopped axd the  s e a  became l e s s  rough. Froa t h i s  experience I 

decided t h a t  i f  ever  I were i n  command of a group of s h i p s  faced with the  approach 

of a t::phoon I would, as f a r  as I could, follow the  r u l e s  and avoid passing 

through the  dangerous quadrat. 

Once the  typhoon had passed we reformed and th ings  went on as usuel. It was 

thus  with r e l i e f  t h a t ,  a t  the  end of August, Tenacious w a s  s e n t  round the  f l e e t  

c o l l e c t i n g  n a i l s ,  e tc .  and was then detached t o  proceed i n t o  Tolcyo Bay. Ea r ly  or. 

t he  f i r s t  of September, a f t e r  s i x t y  days at sea ,  we entered  To!<yo and anchored i n  

S a ~ a m i  Bay. 

The s ign ing  of the  surrender too': placc i n  U.S.S.Elissouri on the  next dzy 

m d ,  al though we were only a!)out R rnile f r o c  her ,  i t  was not easy t o  see  cuch i- 

d e t a i l .  Kovever, with binoculars ,  I was ab le  t o  watch the  Japanese Generals 

a ~ d  naval equivalents  cone on boud.  C lea r ly  i t  ww a g r e a t  day f o r  the  A l l i e s  - 
t h e  w a r ,  a f t e r  s o  l o n ~  and soce d i s a s t r o u s  occasions, had ended. I ,  f o r  one, 

was dee?lv re l ieved.  ?b.e F r i t i s ' l  Cor-~der-in-C>ief w a s  Adniral ?mce Frasc r  

and on t5e nigkt  of the  surrender be he ld  a par ty  i n  the  ;<in2 George V. TO t h i s  

wrt., were inv i t ed  a l l  the Conxnwealth (en expression not used a t  t h i s  t ime) 

S i p a t o r i e s ,  General Perc iva l  sko surrezdered a t  Singapore, a Ceptaifi of a 



c a r r i e r ,  support car r ie r ,  c r u i s e r ,  d e s t r o y e r  and a Captain from the  F l e e t  Train. 

I w a s  as tonished t o  f i n d  t h a t  I was the destroyer  Commanding Of f i ce r  inv i t ed  t o  

a t t e n d  t h i s  g rea t  dinner.  T h o u ~ h  t h i s  ell took place over t h i r t y - s i x  years  aso 

I chq remember i t  a l l  very c lear ly .  The w2-r had ended arrd we were, t o  put i t  

n i l d l y ,  r e l i e v e d  and t h r i l l e d .  I sat next t o  an A i r  Co~?~odore  who was the  Nev 

Zealand s i p s t o r y  and I as!red him what i t  was l i k e  a t  t he  surrender.  He s a i d  

i t  had been most impressive t o  see a l l  the  high-ran4ing Japanese comrnmders 

coliiin~ i n ,  s a l u t i n g  and h a d i n g  over t h e i r  mrords. 1-!e s a i d  one could not he lp  

f e ? l i n g  very prou* t h z t  we, t h e  A l l i e s ,  had won t h e  day. ?!ew Zealand, being 

t h e  most junior  mem3?i'er of the  Co~~ .onvea l th ,  had t o  s i g n  l a s t .  Ke explained t h a t  

he had t o  s i g n  th ree  times, when h i s  t u r n  caae t h e r e  were only two pens on 

tke  t ak le .  He had signed w i t b .  the two pens anc! then taken h i s  own fountain pe:~, 

a Parker ,  out  of his pocket and signed the  t h i r d  paper with tha t .  He w 2 s  j u s t  

zbout t o  p u t  i t  m a y  when the  white-gloved hand of a U.S.::xine descended an$ 

a voice s a i d  "I s o r r y ,  sir, but t k t  pen has t o  go i n t o  tile museun". I t  ~ 3 s  

a g r e a t  dinner  and I, and I dare say a few o the r s ,  got  a b i t  p ix i la ted .  . . Vario2s 

"i~igh-ups" cede spceches m d  so  I thought t h a t  perhaps I should propose s t o a s t  

too. So 1 s tood aqd proposed the  t o a s t  of H i s  > l a j e s ty l s  Ship,  Kin3 George V.  

No one laughed s o  I thiric I got away with it. 

For  our next  job we were sen t  t o  South Japan t o  br ing  out Al l i ed  prisoners  

of w a r .  We a r r i v e d  at Haraamatsu, where the re  was a l a rge  camp, and en!iarked 
I 

l a considerable number o f  ex-prisoners of war. Thoueh we were all so  re l ieved 

t h a t  the  war was over and our msrale was high, i t  was c e r t a i n l y  shaken when we 

saw these  emaciated mer. a l l  of who% had been underfed and many b r u t a l l y  assaul ted .  

It had a ver:. so'?erinz e f f e c t  on ne when I r e a l i s e d  how much these  pr i soners  b.ad 

s u f f e r e d  and how oany had i n  f a c t  d ied  i n  cap t iv i ty .  Af ter  r e tu rn ing  t o  To!cyo 

ray wi th  these  ex-prisoners of w a r  we were sen t  up t o  North China t o  bring out 

a 1,arge cugbcr :of r;eople wko :v.d been i ~ t e r n c d .  O n  a r r i v i n g  ok a por t  i n  thc  

I v i c i n i t y  of Chin2fsn3toa I c e t  2 <ozr;ul :1:1o of fered  oe a drink,  sayii.g t h a t  211 

he 11-16 t o  o f f e r  xe 1 . 1 ~  Russix. v o ~ c a .  So f a r  a s  I kr~e'i I bar! never hac! v o d k  

before  m.6 thouzht i t  rrould bc r a the r  f u  t o  t r y  i t .  The f i r s t  g l a s s  did nct  

seen  t o  t a s t e  of an-jthing xuch, so I d id  not h e s i t a t e  t o  kave m o t h e r  =d ther. 

&:other. Af te r  the  t h i r d  I su?.denlj r e a l i s e d  t h z t  i t  was a l o t  s t ronger  t h a ~  I 

h d  o r i g i n a l l y  thou,ht - I s2.w the  red l i g h t  m.d escaped w i t t .  oj l i f e .  We e~'\ez!<c? 

2 l a r s e  r.anber of in t e rnees  myth ing  f ro2  over e igh ty  doin t o  n few vce!.s. 

I 
Amngst t h e 3  w a s  the  I'iskop of S > a n t u n ~  a d  t > o q h  we were obviously s5or t  of 

I cab ins  i t  w , u  t h o u ~ h t  he should be a l loca ted  one. We loaded up with our vnlc3klc 

h.~rm.r~ ca r so  mc! s e t  sail f o r  I!ong Rozg. Cke next n0rnir.g the  F i r s t  Lieutcnak 



caae t o  me and s a i d  t h a t  t h e  ?ishop was not f e e l i n g  to0  well  and wondered 

whether he could h v e  a t o t  of run. I, per:=ps r a t h e r  s t u p i d l y ,  f e l t  s o r r y  f o r  

him and so  he got  h i s  t o t .  Iiowever, when the request  qas repeated the  next day, 

I bad my susp ic ions  and, though I an  a s t rong  s u p p o r t e . o f  the  church, I f e l t  

tha t -even bishops :mow a  th ing  o r  ti.10 and s o ,  unfortunately f o r  him, the  bishop 

d id  not  have h i s  second t o t .  It was a  g rea t  experience bringing out the i n t e r n e s s  

and, gei leral ly speaking, they were i n  f a r  b e t t e r  condit ion t b i  the  b i t i s h  a:! 

Colonia l  p r i s o n e r s  of w a r  we had brought out from South Japan. 

During t h e  period immediately a f t e r  the  s igning  of the  a rmis t i ce  i n  Tokyo 
n l e ~ l a c i o u s  way s e n t  i n t o  S:mnghai. On t h i s  occasion we were, I be l ieve ,  only tb.e 

tk.ird o r  f o u r t h  s h i p  i n t o  the  Wangpoo and there  were no ? i lo t s .  A des t royer  

does not draw much water s o  the  r i s k  of running aground is not so  g rea t  a s  i t  

would be i n  a c ru i se r .  I kept t o  t h e  middle of the  r i v e r  and, with a  prayer  on 

my l i p s ,  a r r i v e d  safe ly .  The t i d e  runs  very f a s t  at Shanghaiexcept  a t  slaclc 

water ,  and hy  c a r e f u l  planning we maaged t o  tu rn  round and secure  hefore t h e  
.. .. 

rush  of tb.e f lood  t ide .  I knew two fami l i e s  i n  Shanghai. My cousins, Sernarc! 

and Joyce Crowley l i v e d  i n  a  p l e a s a t  house a l i t t l e  way from the  main cent re .  

I!e was t h e  manager of C u t t e r f i e l d  and Swire, but w t he  w a r  progressed they were 

u l t i n a t e l y  t o l d  that they would be in terned within twenty-four hours, s o  they put 

a l l  t h e i r  va luable  possessions i n  a case and buried i t  i n  the  garden, jus t  i n  

time as they  were in terned the  next day. They sa.id that l i f e  i n  internment was 

s a f e  bu t  d readfu l ly  boring and t h a t  food w a 3  very s h o r t ,  but t h e i r  Chinese 

s e r v a n t s  l o y a l l y  came once a week and gave them e x t r a  food which g r e a t l y  r e l i e v e d  

the  pangs of hunger. The otk.er couple t h a t  I knew w a s  t h e  Manager of t h e  Trans  

and his wife whom I had met, I th idk ,  coning out t o  New Zealand many years  before. 

They were bo th  Scots  and very kind and hospitable. They too ,  l i k e  my cous ins ,  

had been in t e rned  and were now endeavouring t o  ge t  t h e i r  o rgh l i sa t ion  running 

again. 'rle had s. very happy t i n e  as I frequently had then on board. The b!mager 

of Trans and h i s  wife werc 11rid.ce p layers  so  we t.ad seve ra l  games of "ridge when 

t:-e-r dined with me. Y z  ca':in was on a. declc a'wte the  L.a tboon and l a v a t o r i e s  

and,  i n  " r  s t u p i d i t y ,  we men went ':elow t o  r e l i eve  ourse lves  l e a v i n s  the  wocen 

t o  use t h e  t i n n i t t l e  c lose t  which bad no lavatory ,  only a wash basin. 

p o l i t e l y  poin ted  out t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t y  m d  a r a t h e r  red-faced Lieuten'mt Coramder 

bad t o  put r a t t e r s  t o  r igh t s .  KeeZless t o  say oae only m k e s  t h i s  s o r t  of 

n i s t d c e  once. 

l lh i le  we werc i n  S:lan,-i.~i we s p a t  a l o t  of our ti,% r e p i r i -  bui ld ings ,  

such as var ious  clubs. Itwing a s s p w r i ~ h t  and o c v e r d  engine-roo3 artificers 



a s  wel l  as some amateurish help, we soon made q u i t e  i z y c t .  Eventually our 

t i n e  t o  leave  a r r i v e d  and we s e t  s a i l  f o r  ;?ong Kong. ?y the  time we returned 

tl 'ere,  g r e a t  s t r i d e s  had heen made t o  ge t  the  place haclc i n t o  some s o r t  of 

recognisa'-le shape, and the  s : ? ipns  compaqy and o f f i c e r s  had an o p p o r t u i t y  t o  

p lay  games. 

r e f o r e  s a i l i n g  sou th  k i c k  t o  A u s t r a l i a  I was asked t o  take two old  

miss ionar ies  wi th  ne - a brot!~er a d  s i s t e r ,  both over eight?- ?ad the s i s t e r  

c r ipp led  with z r t 3 r i t i s .  Af ter  careful thought and, Ifflowing thz weat11.r and l i f e  

at s e a  i n  des t roye r s ,  I r e P ~ c t a ~ t l y  decl ined,  recommending t'hat they go i n  a  

l a r g e r  sh ip .  The brother  c m e  t o  s e e  me a i d  begged ne t o  take then. I s a i d  t h z t  

i t  would be very difficult ?s t he re  vere no l a v a t o r i e s  near my cabin, and f o r  

coneone who could h m t l y  walk i t  seemed t o  me i t  would be impossible. He then 

aslced me whether I had a t y  idea  of what the  l i f e  of a  missionary was l i k e ,  lei: 

?.lone w'nat it was l i k e  to he in t e rned  by a nat ion which did not believe i n  

Chr i s t i an i ty .  I gave i n  and s a i d  we would do our bes t  t o  nake then comfortable. 

I n  due course they a r r i v e d  i n  a  boat and then the  trouk,le began since a  des t roye r ' s  

ladder  is not designed t o  he climbed by someone s u f f e r i n z  from a r t h r i t i s .  We 

r igged t'ce torpedo dav i t  and a t t ached  a c h a i r  t o  the  end, instead. of the usual  

f i t t i n g ,  and up she came. She was then c a r r i e d  t o  my cshin. I ,  possibly somewkst 

eml?arrassed, explained. t h a t  the re  were no l a v a t o r i e s  on t h i s  deck and no o ther  

woman aboard t o  help. She jus t  laughed and s a i d  something l i k e  t h i s  "I have 

s u f f e r e d  more p r iva t ions  than you would inagine and the  f a c t  that you are g o i ~ g  

t o  take  us  t o  A u s t r a l i a  is a  wonderful th ing ' .  She went on t o  say tha t  bedpars 

o r  p o t s  would be i d e a l  and t h a t  she would m&e f r i e n d s  not only with the Sic!< 
I 

BErth Attendant but wi th  the  whole s h i p  s company. I l e a r n t  a  lesson tha t  I s h a l l  

never forget .  The seque l  t o  t h i s  s t o r y  is t h a t  i t  w a s  f a i r l y  rough on the way 

sou th  but Elrs.t.Iissionary, as I c a l l e d  he r ,  was not s i c k  and held court t o  every 

r:ez'!er of the  s h i p ' s  company who were a l l  charmed by her. 

- 
I czr. renenber r o s t  c l e a r l y  on one occasion, soon a f t e r  berthing a t  ;.ion,- i(oa,-, 

tte were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  proceed with a l l  d ispa tch  t o  search  f o r  a  ditched R.A.S.?. 

P&:ota. It had l e f t  I!ong 6ong t b a t  ilorning hound f o r  Sydney =?d i t  was believe<! 

t o  have crashed sonewbere i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of !lainan 1slar.d. When ins t ruc ted  t o  

proceed "with dispatch" we d.id exact ly  tha t .  We l e f t  a t  high s ~ e d  ar.d 

proceeded through L e i m n  h z s  at be?.:?-focr knots ,  causing a ce r t a in  a.-mcnt of 

co;.sternatioz t o  the  o m y  water c r a f t  i n  the  v ic in i ty .  I n  conjunction with tke 

i o r  Chick Thornton, we decided t o  start the  search  wel l  t o  the windward 

of the bes t  .known p s i t i o r .  of the  c r ~ s h e d  a i r c r a f t  a.?d then t o  search dorm vind. 



Though i t  was a rough weather day we had the s e a  behind U S  and t h i s  saved us  f ron  

damaging our ship.  By the  t i n e  we a r r i v e d  a t  our s t a r t i n g  point i t  w a s  dark. 

I placed many loo!iouts and. prepared t o  use s t a r s h e l l  and searchl ights .  Ve were 

lucky hecause i t  v8s.not too long before soneone s ighted  a l i g h t  and i n  a s h o r t  

time we had saved s i x  survivors  which was a g r e a t  r e l i e f  t o  us a l l .  Tbree o t h e r  

des t roye r s  joined us a n d  a more thorough search was conducted, hut unfor tunate ly  

with no success.  

I am always amazed how almost every s h i p  i n  which I have served s e e m  t o  have 

the  a ' t i l i t y  t o  prociuce excel lent  entertainment.  Sometimes t h i s  is i n  the  form 

of a pantomime, a t h r i l l i n g  play, pure coxedy and even a so-cal led "radio 

programme". I n  Tenacious we were extremely fo r tuna te  as  the  Gunner (TI,  

i.lr.Valentine, w a s  an ace a t  producing not only a pantooime but a l s o  "Radio 

Tenacious". One Christmas pantoaime at Shznghai was a r e a l  nasterpiece.  It w~ 

s t r o n g l y  supported by the S h a n ~ h a i  Dramatic Socie ty  and was r e a l l y  funny - no:~ody 

wko saw it w i l l  forge t  Squire Turpentine and many o thers .  Such forms of 

enter tainment  which involve a f a i r  ncmber of t h e  s h i p ' s  company a re  r e a l l y  

worthwhile and everyone, almost without exception, thoroughly enjoys them. 

Time marches on and, a t  l a s t ,  we were almost on our way home. We reached 

Shanghai on New Year's Eve. The Y'mgpoo was ablaze with t h e  s i g n a l  "Happy N e w  

Year" f l y i n g  from every yardarm a s  we entered and moved towards our berth.  We 

only s tayed a few hours i n  Shanghai and then s l ipped  and s a i l e d  past  t he  "e l f a s t .  

T h i s  \!as a s t i r r i n g  monent as she gave u s  a g r e a t  cheer a s  we l e f t .  So, i n  

company with another  destroyer ,  we s a i l e d  hoze stopping a t  Hong Kong, Darwin and 

down through the  Creat  : b r i e r  Reef. This  was q u i t e  an experience as many of 

the  normal navigat ional  a i d s  were s t i l l  missing. By placing good lookouts with 

s t r i c t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  repor t  any poss ib le  s i g n  of shoal  waters  we managed t o  

g e t  throush w h a t  was r e a l l y  a nost  f a sc ina t ing  t r i p  without any trouble. \!e 

a r r i v e d  at Sydney where we stayed f o r  a few days and then s a i l e d  f o r  Kelbourne. 

Even today I an amazed a t  the  v a r i e t y  of d u t i e s  s h i p s  a r e  callec! on t o  

pe r fom.  A good example is t o  record what happened when we were a t  ~ e l 3 o u r n e .  

'Je were t o l d  t o  take n n i l l i o n  Founds i n  p l d  5ack t o  E q l a n d .  P. l i t t l e  c a  

cazz oil boare  t o  explain what we had t o  60. I decided t h a t  we would ?lace t h e  

gold i n  one o f  the  rmgazines and I t z d  n s ~ c i a l  a*e.ing r igged unc!cr the  Frov 

(hanguay) and although eaci- hnf wzs heavy we counted then twice, once wher. they 

a r r i v e d  a t  t he  '.row and esa in  when they were w s e d  down i n t o  the  ragazine. 

I n  c'ue course a l l  the  <axes were e ~ y r x k e d  and stowed down the  wgazine  which was 



locked and t h e  key given t o  me. The l i t t l e  man then came t o  my cabin and asl.:ed 

f o r  my s igna tu re  f o r  r ece iv ing  one mi l l i on  pounds i n  gold f o r  passage t o  t h e  

rinited Kingdom. I explained t o  him t h a t  I could not very we l l  s i g n  as a l l  I 

knew was t h a t  we had rece ived  s o  many boxes s a i d  t o  conta in  gold, hut of course 

I d i d  not know what i n  f a c t  each box contained. Ge had c l e a r l y  reached an 

impasse. F i n a l l y  he s a i d  t h a t  i f  I l o s t  only one of the  boxes I would never 

be a b l e  t o  pay f o r  it. Eventual ly a f t e r  a &in!< o r  two I decided t h a t  I had 

b e t t e r  s ign.  I then had a few weeks t o  decide w h a t  t o  do wheil we f i n a l l y  got  

bac!; t o  D e v o n ~ r t .  'tihen l:~e d id  i n  f a c t  a r r i v e  t h e r e  ?. van cane alongside with 

a ziotor b icyc le  pol ice  e sco r t .  k r"m ca:ie on board aqd s a i d  t h a t  he was f rog  

t h e  :?en!! of England and had cone f o r  t h e  gold. I s a i d  t o  hin t h a t ,  before ,,IS 

s t a r t e d  t o  disem'sarlc the  gold,he must o i  course he p r e m e d  t o  s i g n  a  s t a t e n e n t  

t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h ~ t  he had rece ived  one mi l l ion  pounds i n  gold. Ae s a i d ,  a s  I 

had done p-eviously,  t h a t  t h i s  was q u i t e  impossible. I t h e i  s a i d  that un les s  

he s igned o r  I was given a  d i r e c t  order  t o  b a d  the  <old over we could ge t  r.0 
.. 

fu r the r .  D r i &  is a wonderful lubricant i n  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n s  hecause a f t e r  

two, o r  was i t  three ,  he s igned and the  gold was f i n a l l y  disembarked. That is 

t h e  c l o s e s t  I have been t o  being,  a t  l e a s t  temporari ly,  a mi l l iona i re .  

We only  had f i v e  days a t  Melbourne when we embarked food f o r  k i t a i n ,  

followed by only two days a t  Freemantle where Nst of us topped up with food 

and "goodies" f o r  our f m i l i e s  before we s a i d  Goodbye t o  Aust ra l ia .  !.re then 

had t h a t  long voyage across  the  Indian  Ocean. Here, through the t i r e l e s s  

e f f o r t s  of  t h e  Gunner (T) ,  e n t e r t a i m e n t  aboundeci. He r an  fancy dress  parades,  

impronptu concer t s ,  tug-of-war c o n t e s t s  and every conceivable avusencnt. \ le 

s t ayed  only two days i n  Ceylon and t o  everyone's g r e a t  joy i t  was spent a t  

Colom!.o and not at Trincorri?lee. tiere nany bought t e a ,  sandals  and presents  

before  we sce6  on t o  Aden v i a  ?on:;ay. We had only n feii hoxrs a t  Aden en route  

t o  Por t  Sai:!. Thouyh i t  w 2 s  a Sunday i t  was agreed t>at we should paint  si?i:, 

u t h i s  would be the l a s t  opportuni ty before a r r i v i n g  i n  the United Kingdo-. 

Iiere t h e r e  was a  s l i g h t  se t !~ack  as one of the r a t i n g  .-senqers was 2 t rouble  

u l c e r  a14 he aroused soce of the  s k i p  s conpny  t o  o> jec t  t o  working on Sunday. 

I'ouever, hy diplomatic  handling, a l l  turned out  well .  On a r r i v a l  i n  the 

United Yingdorn there  was, however, a  'oard of Enquiry and i n  cue course I 

received a  mild reLuke f r o a  Thei r  Lords of the Adqiral ty.  Tbe Comander-in- 

Ch ie f ,  P l ~ u t h  sen t  f o r  r,e and s a i d  "Con't m r r y ,  we all ge t  these  s o r t  of 

t h i a h 6  from t i n e  t o  t i a e  a r d  w>o l a w s  they a t  l e a s t  keep you i n  the Pu'.lic 

Cje". A r a t h e r  e n c o ~ r a g i ~ x  out look I t>.ough:. Af ter  a  f a i r l y  s t ra ight forwar6  

t r i p  thzou,-:I t'hc t!editerrar.ean wc f i c a l l y  a r r ived  a t  Devonpr t  and here, at l a s t ,  



were our  family and f r i e n d s  waiting on t h e  j e t ty .  This  was a g r e a t  home-coming 

f o r  u s  all. 

I suppose i t  is easy f o r  a capta in  of a s h i p  t o  say what a sp lendid  s h i p  

she was b u t ,  on t h i s  occasion, I e a r n e s t l y  be l ieve  she was a f i n e  s h i p  and t h a t  - 
we r e a l l y  were a f i r s t  c l a s s  team. The s h i p ' s  o f f i c e r s ,  excluding me, wrote a 

l i t t l e  booklet c a l l e d  tlH.I1.S.Tenacious, Her Story", and I thought I would quote 

a p iece  of verse  a t  the  end of i t  which r a t h e r  sups up the f e e l i n g s  of u s  a l l .  

It is:- 

The Roger Forty-Five 

Sefore you s l e e p  t o n i g h ,  ny son, j u s t  l i s t e n  t o  t h i s  s t o r y  
About 2 s h i p  which d i d  a job, and gained. no fame o r  g lory ,  
I s a i l e d  i n  her  f ron  Portsmouth and the  Tyne, 
Her Lines were slrart, her funnel rdced, a warship of the  l i ne .  
The Twenty-fourth F l o t i l l a ,  and as  su re  as I ' m  a l i v e ,  
There weren ' t  a f i n e r  s h i p ,  cy l a d ,  than Roger Forty-Five. 

Vie s a i l e d  i n  fog and snow 2nd s l e e t  f rog  Pom?ey's muddy shores,  
To f i g h t  a foe with s l i t t e d  eyes who saw some fun i n  w a r s .  
Put i t  weren ' t  no fun f o r  u s ,  my 'oy, t o  leave our f r i ends  at home. 
"our moth.er c r i e d ,  I 1.cnow i t  \!ell, when l e f t  upon her  own. 
p rt t". F!avy asks no q1lestions, we heard her  enzincs dr ive ,  
And o f f  we went through Suez i n  the  Roger Forty-Five. 

!Je c a l l e d  i n  a l l  them fore ign  po r t s ,  with niggers ,  Yanks and Wogs, 
5ut g ive  me good o l d  London; yes,  even with i ts  fogs. 
I : ids  we were, o r  very near ly ;  sone had never been t o  sea. 
It wasn't  l o n s  before they l e a r n t  ttat the pwsage wasn't f ree .  
For months we p rac t i s ed ,  f i r e d  the  guns &nd. saw our t a r g e t s  d ive ,  
And sometimes, j u s t  a l i t t l e ,  we cui-sed t h a t  Roger Forty-Five. 

\le steamed her  on t o  Aden, and b l iney  was it ho t ,  
The poor o l d  g rease r s  down below l o s t  a l l  the s:.reat they 'd got.  
Across t h e  Indian  Ocean t o  Trinco i n  Ce:/lon, 
!Ie went ashore m-c! had soqe beer and found our pay had gone. 
s t  the  gods they  1nd soce p i t y ,  the  f a t e s  they nust have s ighed,  
For they s a i l e d  us down t o  SyOle:: i ~ .  the  3oger Forty-Five. 

Ten days we had i n  Sybqey; i t  \uc!te$ us  up a l o t ,  
Drinlrin3, dancing, laughing and a l l  t h a t  ' s i l l y  r o t ' ,  
k t  i t  couldn ' t  l a s t  f o r  ever ,  we !:sew i t  had t o  end, 
And they shoved us up t o  Ita?u.+, witbout a dce-and-mend. 
!Jerking up and exe rc i se s ,  wi. were only ju s t  a l i v e ,  
When they s e n t  a s igna1,"Join the F lee t" ,  t o  the Xoger Forty-Five. 

>!ost of u s  were glad : y  then, t o  know the  t i r e  had core 
30 t e s t  our  s t r e n z t h  and prove o s r  worth., and d m  the Ris inc  Sun. 
And we toolc o c r  place a t  the end of I'.:. with a l l  the o ther  s h i p s ,  
:'ut we never ssi cuch fun e;ld we never caw the ?lips. 
So we s t a r t e d  o f f  .I rurour ,  i t  spread l i k e  honey i n  a hive, 
That r.0 J a p  would ever  wait t o  read oSur Roger Forty-Five. 



A month i n  harbour cleaning up, then o f f  t o  s e a  again,  
F u l l  o i  hope t o  get  a crack a rd  give the  Ja?s some pa in ,  
And though we s a i l e d  around f o r  wee!cs,seven and f i f t y  days at s e a ,  
ble never won no medals nor gained the  9.S.C. 
Fuel l ing,str i ! i ing,  f u e l l i n ~ , s t r i > : i n g ,  on and on it went, 
And Roger Forty-Five, poor th ing ,  was very ne=ly spent .  

But ti12 Jeps  hac! had enou~!?  by then,  t+.eir l a s t  few hours had coze, 
So we ce lebra te6  v ic tory  with an e x t r a  t o t  of rum. 
They signed the  peace i n  Tokyo Bay, and we were there  t o  see  
That the  Al l ied  pr isoners  and wor.len %ere s e t  f ree .  
P.nd though they ta lked  of Aton Fbnbs, how could the  Japs  survive 
!.!her. they had t o  dea l  w i t : ?  sh ips  l i k e  t h e  Roger Forty-Five. 

\la d id  some t i n e  i n  China - a c o s t l y  jo'? it were - 
And ne t  a Chinese maiden, and spent  a l o t  on he r ,  
k t .  you d i d n ' t  have t o  worry, i t  weren ' t  no use t o  save 
So we spent  the  l o t  and laughed i t  o f f ,  none 1-tlaaed t h e  p r i ce  he p i d .  
"he s h i p  was painted o v e r a l l  and packed f o r  home i n  Spring, 
Our Roger Forty-Five :.;v then w a s  wearing p r e t t y  th in .  

I n  Darwin, Sydney, Me1:-ourne, Per th ,  we'd f r i ends  i n  every p o r t ,  
Sose had g i r l s  and some aunts ,  none were the  bachelor s o r t .  
And nany a t e a r  was siled the  day we l e f t  the Heads behind 
And soroe du;tn foo l  sits down and w r i t e s  tha t  s a i lo roen  don't  mind. 
Ile minded thea ,  I'm t e l l i n g  you, the  f a c t s  some t r i e d  t o  hide,  
Dut  honeward bound we soon forgot  i n  Roger Forty-five. 

We'd s a i l e d  t h a t  s h i p  around the  world and f e l t  i n  her  a pr ide  
Llhen we s a i l e d  her i n t o  Plynouth on the  e a r l y  morning t ide .  
They s t r i p p e d  her down, took out  her  hear t  and s t u c k  her on a h e a ~ .  
And now, ny son, you're t i r e d  I s e e ,  s o  you must g e t  some s l e e p ,  
ht remember what I ' v e  t o l d  you, f o r  as long as I'm a l i v e ,  
There weren't  a b e t t e r  sh ip ,  my lad, than Roger Forty-Five. 



Afte r  a r r i v a l  hac!i home I was, l i k e  the  r e s t  of my s h i p ' s  company, given 

fore ign  s e r v i c e  leave  which I spent l e r g e l y  a t  hone a t  Kar t f i e ld .  
- 
A t  t he  age of a!~out twelve I got approval i r o n  my fa the r  t o  buy a  four t en  

shot  gun which I had found a t  a  l i t t l e  p n  and s p o r t s  shop at Forest  Rw,::. It was 

a Eelgia? gun and i n  those days cost  ce  only f1.17.6. You czn probably inagir-e 

rny d e l i ~ h t  when I shot  a r a b l ~ i t  t h a t  very evening. I had sper-t q u i t e  a  l o t  of 

ny youth f i s h i n g ,  e i t h e r  i n  what hre c a l l e d  : l r i g h t l s  Pond o r  e l s e  i n  the  streal? 

a  mile or  perhaps l e s s  belob; us .  Pooh's Bridge nay r i n g  a  b e l l .  It \:as i n  f a c t  

a  bridge long before A.A.Milne tale t o  l i v e  a t  Cotchford Farm and even I can 

remnnier Christopher Robin i n  h i s  pram. +lost of my f i s h i n g  was f o r  coarse f i s h  

though occas iona l ly  wz caught a  t r o u t  i n  the  s t r ean .  I was persuaded, l m g e l y  

by ny godfa ther ,  Teddy Dibdin, t hz t  I r:ig:lt enjoy some r e a l  t r o u t  f i s h i n 2  and he 

very l i i i~d ly  gave me a  . rod . and reel.. Thus equipped I went down t o  the  East Dart 

Kotel at Postbridge on Dartmoor where I s t a r t e d  t o  l e a r n  t o  f i s h ,  teaching myself 

a s  bes t  I could. However, the rrater b a i l i f f  came along and me a  l o t  and 

t h i s  was t h u s  t h e  beginning of ny g rea t  i n t e r e s t  i n  f ly- f i sh ing .  

Af te r  mv leave  I was appointed t o  H.H.S.Dryad t o  start up t h e i r  new Small 

Ships Action Plottin: Organisation. This  w a s  r e a l l y  up my s t r e e t  as I had had 

a  l o t  of t h i s  s o r t  of experience i n  Walpole. I would l i k e  t o  th ink  that a t  l e a n t  

I cont r ibuted  something. I remember l e c t u r i n g  th ree  sen io r  o f f i c e r s ,  one of whoa 

was Rear Admiral Mountbatten, and a  fcw days a f t e r  t h i s  I read i n  the  papers t h a t  

he was goin& as the  new Viceroy t o  India.  A long time before I had applied f o r  

the Plavd S t a f f  Course m d  I u s  del ighted ,  a f t e r  only one year i n  Dryad, t o  

rece ive  my next a ~ p o i n t c e n t  t o  Greenwich f o r  t h i s  s i x  month course on w ~ c h  there  

were only about t h i r t y - f i v e  of us. A p a r t  from lea rn ing  sage strai,-htforward z t z i i  

worl: :re a l s o  had some r e a l l y  excel lent  l ec tu res .  The Director  was Captain Hutto:: 

whosc younger son served under me i n  the  Hewfoundlan6 a  few years  l a t e r .  

Af te r  t h e  s t a f f  course I w a s  s e n t  t o  Chathm t o  serve as S t a f f  Officer  

%venents on t h e  s t a f f  of the  Comander-in-Chief of The Vore, a r a t h e r  nice 

a d n i r a l  c a l l e d  S i r  Herold W r o u ~ h .  

$!ere 'I t h ink  I must t r e a k  o f f  t o  dea l  with n r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  part o f  my 

l i f e .  We l i v e d ,  as I have sa id ,  a t  Cotchford Wood a t  I i a r t f i e ld  and I suppose 

a5out half a mile away down the  road a nev house was b u i l t  jut  before the  w a r .  



k r i n ~  t h e  war t h e  m a y  occupied i t ,  bu t  t h e y  l e f t  i n  about 1944 and it \:as 

bought by !,ireand :':rs.Jelf, There was one daughte r  c a l l e d  Una iiho h d  soxc very  

s e c r e t  job i n  t h e  l!rens t o  do w i t h  cypher hred:i;l;. A f t e r  V i c t o r y  Europe si-,e 

d e c i d e d  s h e  woulcl l i k e  a d i f f e r e n t  job and went o u t  t o  Ceylon where s h e  remainecl 

u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  end of t h e  war i n  t h e  F a r  E a s t .  She had becone engaged t o  a 

Canadian and t h u s ,  when I g o t  liack from Tenacious  on l e a v e ,  shp $was s h o r t l y  due 

t o  go t o  Canada t o  s e e  f o r  h e r s e l f  whzt i t  was l i k e  t h ? r e .  She went t o  Canada 

and when s h e  c m e  !-ack t h e  buzz s p r e a d  t h a t  she  had dec ided  t o  kreslc o f f  h e r  

engagement. I was i n  any case  i n t e r e s t e d  and i t  was n o t  long  a f t e r  th . a t  I popped 

t h e  q u e s t i o n .  She maid t h a t  s h e  o u s t  have t ime t o  t h i r k  about  i t  but  a  i e x  dzys  

l a t e r  s h e  s a i d  shc  would l i k e  t o  na r r j i  r e .  On t h e  5 t h  J ,me 1948 tie were narriec! 

at  H u t f i e l d  C$J~C:I. I had a l o t  of n a v a l  f r i e n d s  and we were a l l  i n  u n i i o r n  

s o ,  when we l e i t  t h e  ckurch,  t h e r e  were p l e n t y  o f  swords c&ing a  love1.y a r c h  

f o r  us .  A s  I l e f t  t h e  church sot2eone s a i d  t o  me "Do you ka~o;.~ who won t h e  Der'jy ?Ii 

I s a i d  I d i d  n o t  even 1;no~w i t  was Derby Day and I d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  knw:~ r u c h  a:>or;t 

r a c i n z .  "b,iell, you nay remeober t h e  name of t h i s  winner  - i t  was i.ly Love". 

T h i s  a t  l e a s t  gave me s o ; ? e t h i n ~  t o  s a y  ct  t h e  i n e v i t a 5 l e  speech. F i n - 3 1 1 ~  lwc ;rent 

a i r  t o  J u m - l e s - P i n s .  

A f t e r  o u r  honeymoon we returnee! t o  Chathav. One of t h e  problems was t h a t  

r e n t e d  acconnodat ion was expensive  and we were n o t  a l l  t h a t  weal thy s o  we f i n a l l y  

d e c i d e d  t o  ta!ce two rooms at  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  Conies ,  a few m i l e s  o u t .  Conies  

:elonged t o  k'ss.Peters, a widow, who was t e r r i b l y  k in t i  t o  us. Our two rooms 

were n o t  p a l a t i a l  ! y  any neans. There  was no e l e c t r i c  l i ~ h t  and we r e l i e d  on a  

UL-affin lamp. ?!.ere was o n l y  one l o o  and t h a t  was i n  t h e  'c.at:voom - f o r  a 

Crowley a lmos t  a  c a l m i t y  - and o u r  bedroom w a s  r a t h e r  daap. Desp i te  c v e r y t h i r ? ~  

we were v e r y  happy t h e r e  and very soon I had r i c g e d  up a  g ~ s  l i g h t  i n  t h e  s i t t i n :  

roo-. I was n o t  on t h e  C-in-C's s t a f f  ve ry  l o i ? ~  when at  s h o r t  n o t i c e  I was nol,cd 

t o  London ,as tile j u n i o r  naval  ad ; i i se r  t o  a  co;r.c;ittee c a l l e d  t!~? J o i n t  Ir . tcl l i , :ence 
. , Co4;.%ittee. Our jo:, was t o  ;;rite p p e r s  on aqy s a b j ~ c t  \le were give;?. ,:.e t!:e> 

went hack t o  o.,lr ? : i n i s t i i e s  t o  f i ' i  o z t  dl :re cou ld ,  a f t e r  whic:i we p t  211 o s r  

vie:fs t o c c t h c r  t o  produce a  d r a f t .  \:hen we ha? c o z p l e t e d  o q x  work i t  we>t on 

t o  t h e  C o r c i t t e c .  O x  t e a 2  consis ted.  o f  t;sval, krcy  Air Torce o l i i c e r ; ,  

a  z e z b e r  o f  t h e  j o i n t  I n t e l l i c e n c c  &!reat$, which d e a l t  w i t h  l o z i s t i c s ,  P. 

zcnl:cr o f  t h e  F o r c i p  S e r v i c e  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  !-llj a?.d ?!15. The f i r s t  t h i n <  w: :I? 

t o  do w s  t o  f i n d  so=ew?.ere t o  l i v e  2-13 fo: r! fe;r weeks we l i v e d  i n  r u t  o f  a 

f l a t  i n  Ehury S t r e e t .  A s  luck  wo:ilc! b.avc i t  a  f r i e c d  of riine, :tuna r r o l m ,  w a s  

so;.ins o u t  o f  h i s  f l r t  i n  Sigh ?arc %ad i~ Kc*,, . s ~  we roved t? ,ere .  75':s f l a k  

w 3 s  i n  r a y  ways r a k h e r  n ice .  True i t  was ma l l ,  hilt coa:orta'>le &?d, r o t  021y 



t h a t ,  bu t  i t  was v e r y  c l o s e  t o  Kew Gardens and t h e r e  is always something Cloi.ierifig 

at i ts  b e s t  t h e r e  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  t ime of year .  

- 
I en joyed  my job v a r y  r;.uc:l. !.!y s e n i o r  was a Conmai?der Thornson wb-o rias - 

h i g h l y  e f f i c i e n t ,  bu t  he b i a s  f o r  nany n o t  a n  e a s y  nan t o  g e t  oil w i t h ,  hwsiever i E  

you were i n  t h e  r i g h t  you viere h a l f  way hone, and I managed t o  cope w i t h   hi^:. 

D u r i r . ~  my two y e a r s  iJe had t o  w r i t e  rmny p a p e r s ,  s o r e  of t h e n  on t h e  most 

d i f f i c u l t  s u b j e c t s .  I t h i n k  it would he f a i r  t o  s a y  t h r t  we were n o t  albrays rig:?? 

5 u t  o?e must h e a r  i n  mind t h a t  we were e n t i r e l y  dependent on x h r t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  

c!e were g i v e n  md a good y e z s  which cou ld  not  be  suppor ted  5y evidence was n o t  

a c c e p t a l ~ l e .  

It was n o t  l o n g  :?efore  Una was pregnant  and oil t h e  2 0 t h  J u l y  3949 P a t r i c k  

b r a s  born.  The extraordinary t h i n g  w a s  t h a t  he had a u j u r n  h a i r ,  *::hen !;oth Un?. 

and I a r e  b a s i c a l l y  clouse o r  t h e  n e x t  b a s t  t h i n g  t o  t h a t  colour.  Wy n o t h e r  bias 

dar l t i s i l  b u t  a l l  h e r  b r o t h e r s  and s i S t < r s  had ecburn  h a i r .  P a t r i c k  was born 2t 

a nursin(: hone a t  Ha-tficlc!. I n  due course  Cowander  Tilorson was passed o v e r  an..' 

I th i12 i  he nanaged t o  g e t  a job w i t h  l I lC  - when Tiionson 3.wr~ted something he 

i n v a r i a b l y  g o t  h i s  way. Over n i g h t  I became a h i g h l y  e f f i c i e n t  chap and was 

cle,arly j u s t  t h e  man t o  he g iven  t h e  a c t i n g  rmc of Commander s o  t h a t  I cou ld  h e .  

h i s  r e l i e f !  T h i s  was e x a c t l y  h a t  happened. I was promoted f o r  my secoad y e a r  

t o  t h e  nunher  one p o s i t i o n .  The most i ~ a p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i n  t h i s  jo1.1 was t o  have 

good r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  representatives o f  t h e  o t h e r  two .cervices. 

A f t e r  my two y e a r s  I was s e n t  t o  t h e  J o i n t  S e r v i c e s  S t a f f  Course at  La t i -e r .  

It s e e l e d  i n  2 way t o  be r e t h e r  odd t o  send me t o  t h a t  course  s i n c e  I had j u s t  

cor:pleted two :rears o f  s o l i d  j o i n t  work. I f o r g o t  t o  n~en t io?  t h a t  by t h i s  ti?? 

xe " o L ! < ~ ~  a t i n y  l i t t l e  house a t  Oxted i n  S u r r e y ,  ~ e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  02 a 

c o r t ~ a < c ,  s o  when T wen: t o  t h e  JSSC we were back a t  L i t t l e  Orchar+.. I was vcr:. 

1cc:c:~ ' -ecause , ~ y  course  st L a t i z e r  was a f u l l  s u n r e r  course  and t h e  weather on 

tl?e w k o l ~  was good. One o f  t h e  g r e a t  a t t r a c t i o n s  o i  t h i s  course  f o r  r e  w?.s tro:'. 

i s i :  F a r t  o i  t h e  e s t a t e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a g l o r i o u s  r i v e r  running tkoug: :  t:i3 

ld:ec, a d  t:-.c.rr. u e r e  a  g r e a t  c m y  f i s h .  I d i d  s n y  t h a t  I thou6b.t a f e e  o f  a ? o : ~ i l  

a t \rhicl: e n a l l e d  cs t o  f i s h  e v c r y  day,  was a s i l l y  c k - g e  anc! t h a t  i t  ;.s.~l< 

;H: t h e  Colle;? t o  c ! ~ v s c  a cut', h i g h e r  r a t e .  I \+.is r ich:  L,ccacsc i t  WLY r.ot 

1o:i;; a f t ~ r  tl:is tl!.?: ;-e io:: tl:c fishin,. T d i d  e-jo:; i t  ver:r n,~c!i mc'. act:i:.ll:; 

cx:,-!;t s x c  ~ o o d  fit.:: sevcr .4  c:' -'- . . , ich ld,:rc o f  r ,u i t c  1 t c c c x t  s i z e .  1: irrit?.:~! 

.re ? \ i t  t o  s e e  :::e ot?d i:cro:. :,layin; !:;.~:ot: xit!! t?.e t r o x t .  7::ej. ?.eve:- see-cd t o  

Ye s n t i s i i e i !  wit':] jcst o x  :is:]. ?!:c coursc  vas ccs:! nn:! des:?i:e n:i prc.riocs 
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exper ience  i t  was v e r y  h e l p f u l .  There  i s  no dou:;t t h a t  i t  is good f o r  one t o  

have t o  a r g u e  i n  defence of or ,e ' s  orin p o i n t  o f  view - and sometimes one can be 

o n  It rras s0r.e t i n e  towarc's t h e  end of 1950 t h a t  U i l ~  was pregnant  a g a i n ,  

m d  a f t e r  c ~ z e f u l  thought  vie decided t o  g e t  a S1:iiss g i r l  and rie were e x t s , - . x l y  

l u c k y  t o  f i n d  A l i c e  Crausez  !:ho :i;s s,:ieet. Yer f?.ther w s  2 ssnall-time farmer  

i n  t h e  French  pert of S u i t ~ e r l . ~ ~ d  ancl. h-r  u n c l e ,  rrho l e f t  S ; . i t z e r l a ~ d  as q u i t e  a 

young r m i i ,  ria5 t h e n  Pec to?  of E t t s ' . s r g  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  k ~ e r i c a .  Rozer bias 50i-11 

zt L i t t l e  Orckard and A l i c e  sew hi;;! !.illen hc was n o t  ro?e t h a n  h e l f  hour o l d ,  

She s t a y e d  tiit;: cs f o r  a ye&- '2efore go ing  :)acl< t o  Swi tze r land .  A f t e r  a :]red< 

si7.e wect t o  Axer ica  an?. \i;.s tRere  f o r  over  t!to y e a r s -  L l 1  t h i s  t ime s h e  hzd a 

boy f r i e n d  ir. S; , i i tzer land and tiher. s h e  r e t u r n e d  fro:! t h e  S t a t e s  s h e  o a r r i e d  i l iz .  

Ire t i - 5  i n  c h a r ~ e  of t h e  workinzs o f  2 den'izl f a c t o r y  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  country.  

A l i c e  had two c h i l d r e n  - t h e  'goy is now s t d y i n g  t o  !2e a  d o c t o r  end t h e  g i r l  is 

a l s o  t r a i n i n g  t o  be a s p e c i a l  k i n d  o f  nurse .  

During t h e  J o i n t  S e r v i c e s  S t a f f  Course I was prornoted t-o Connander. I w a s  

a p a i n  l u c k y  as t h e  p r o a o t i o n  was announced when vie were on a s h o r t  l e a v e  t k u s ,  

thank goodness ,  I d i d  not  have t o  s t a n d  t h e  whole course  d r i d c s .  A f t e r  t h e  course  

I was a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  Comxander-in-Ch-ief, P o r t s a o u t h ,  as t h e  Hi\,?O 

Planr.er. Our f i r s t  d i f f i c u l t y  w s  t o  f i n d  a house. Gle thought ,  l i k e  m.arny o t h e r s ,  

t h a t  we would l i v e  a7.>out s i x  o r  seven  m i l e s  o u t  on t h e  Portsmouth s i d e  b u t ,  alas, 

we c o u l d  f i n d  n o t l u n s  i n  o u r  ? r i c e  range.  Everyone i n  t h e  IIavy l i v e s  at 

Alvernto!:e once i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  a d  s o  we e v e n t u a l l y  found a house t h e r e  ir. 

!!estcrn 'Yay. A l v e r s t o l t e i s ,  of  c o u r s e ,  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  harbour  which means 

you e i t : l c r  h2.m t o  c r o s s  by f e r r y  o r  motor some m i l e s  round. Elow I w a s  a 

Coccander I t h o u s h t  2e rhaps  work would slac!ten a b i t  bu t  t h e r e  w a s  no c h m c e  of 

t h z t  as I was always busy,  not  o n l y  t h i n k i n g  o u t  what t h e  ih-it is!^ views shou ld  

Yc, i::~t ! - e i n s  a s  t a c t f u l  a s  I could t o  o u r  Frenc!) and Dutch o p ~ s i t e  nu-nbers. 
-L ' 1~~1s  was n o t  t o o  d i f i i c u l t  s o  f a -  as t h e  Dutch were concerned a s  they  in,rCaria':l:: 

t o o ' i a  r r a c t i c a l  vic.d. The 7 rezch  were l e s s  eas:! a s  t h e r e  d i d  not s e e r  t o  ' e  

o . 1 ~ 5 ,  i l  t 5 e i r  c::es, which di.1 pot k.a.;e s o r e  p l i t i c a l  f l avour .  I d i ?  hogever 

ref. on ,;ell .;it5 '.o:'I n:,, "A'@ ps- tne rs .  I mst r e l a t e  a s t o r y  a'ol?: one 0: '.'? 

h : c h  o f i i c e r s  w!!o looked a f t e r  t?.c an t i - su : . r a r ine  s i d e  o r  t h e  1;usiness. - 'eforc 

t h e  :rar be .i,u i n  Sou th  A f r i c a ,  dain; a  n i n i n c  j o>  as a c i v i l i a l .  \ii.er. l:e w a ;  

c a l l e d  t p  b.c :gas asked by t h e  1ntervie::ing O f f i c e r  w h a t  be h?? done i n  Sout': 

,Uric?. ,  :o which b.e r e ~ l i c c !  "I i i . s  i n v ~ l v e d  i n  a - i n i n s  fir.:' . "05 tizt's e7-. . . '  -2.. , 
xi:! thr. i.l:ervie:ier,':).s.. .. sill 50 i n t o  :he nir.ir.g s ide" .  A + u t  f r o 2  t t l 2  day t o  ' " 

4ay  c'>-..: .. . . . 1 : d o  . i o e  i n  1 %  e e c c s .  These f?nC t o  ::? 

o:~;3ni;,?i! s o  n l l  r e : ? l c r s  i e l t  tl13t they  :iesc tSci25 ~n  e~;ua!. ;=t L7d ::%I: 



aouzh t  a 7 ~ . t h o r i t y  t o  :,eve 2. bar up t h e r e .  Or, t h e  i l r ee t  day we e l l  s a t  i n  c o c f o r t ,  

possihl: i  s i p p i n g  some 1 e t h . l  &id:, s e t t i n g  a p e r f e c t  view o f  tinis \ronderf~!l 

even t .  The o t h e r  s r e a t  t h i n g  t h z t  tool: p l e c e  at a5out  t h i s  t i n e  crzs t:he Tiaval 

Corof ia t ion Pevielr at Spi thead.  i!aval s h i p s  f r o ?  a l l  over  t h e  world rassncl i n  

Spit:i.ead r e a d y  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  occzsior,.  Fluch of thn planninfi  was doge hy t h e  

Cornr-der- in-Chief ' s  Stef-i iri.tl? t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of a  fe5i e x t r a  o f f i c e r s .  It :,as 

a spiendic! rlay an6 one we a l l  enjoyed. H.ii.S.Surprise w i t h  t:~.e Qaeen m.d Pri ; ice 
-, mili3  oil b o x $ .  s z i l e d  round t i e  L'leet 2nd 2 s  she  passed each s h i p  she  vi2.s lo : l2 ly  

c;-eered b:; t h e  s k i p s '  cor:na.ies ~ : ~ i c h  \!ere a11 f a l l e n  i n  i n  v>.at is t s r o c d  t h e  
. . **r.:m.ninz s ' i ip pos i t ion" .  Un. a d  I irere lucky enou~:? t o  hsve s e a t s  i n  H.;!.S. 

k x e r  s o  ire 5x2 a splen"ic! vievi of t h e  proceeCiin5s. 

In t h e  e v e z i n g  t k e r e  was e Coronat ion Eiaval Xevie!;. B a l l  t o  iillich !.re ar?6 

rr.-r~y oi;!leri: :.!ere i n v i t e d .  T h i s  was r e a l l y  a. s l ap-up  "do" helc! in. t he  i.!aval 

h - - . , - 1 . -  L..,..., a t  Portzr!outln.. I n  acldi t ion t o  a  l a r z e  n ~ ~ z i e r  of o f f i c e r s  f r o -  t h e  ?0;,31 
. ~ 

?!a.vg' t h e r e  were 2?.50 car; fro!? Coreiyn n z v i e s  and ::ie ha . t t%ro fro:? tile Tur!,:is:? 

Vnvy t o  l o o k  a f t e r .  Tb.i.5 proved q u i t e  a  t z s k  as > e i t h e r  Una nor  I is a ' ) l e  t o  
- 

s ~ e a i :  a !.rord o f  Turk i sh  ar.d t h y  could  s p e d <  no ;',-lish. Con-unication t l x s  :inn 

d i f f i c u l t .  There  u a s  anot:-.er proi lem as n e i t h e r  of them appeared t o  be a l l  t?:at 

human. Though p a t i e n c e  is a v i r t u e  I decided a f t e r  a per iod  t h a t  ours  was 

e x h a s t e d  s o  we l e f t  them, possi '-,ly a h i t   tips:^, awl went o u r  03wn way. I szic! 
L ,  ' L n l s  LJ,S a s l a p - u p  "do". Everyone w?.s d r e s s e d  i n  t h e i r  very  b e s t  n z r a l  eveair.:; 

d r e s s ,  t h e  food  was ni??ly  e x c e l l e n t ;  i n  f a c t  I wo.uld. s a y ,  p o s s i 3 l y  wi th  t:?e 

e x c e p t i o n  of o y s t e r s  ( i t  w a s  a l ' t e r  a l l  June!), t h e r e  wz.5 noth in?  you could not  

!l?.ve. There  was a l s o  an enornous cko ice  of clrir?:;~. It ir3.s i n  i a c t  tha  :.rhalc o f  

a p a r t y  of t h e  .<cry !!ighest s t x ~ d a r d .  

?er>,?..ns I shoulz?. r e n t i o n  soi:zt'~..in,: about :; ;:;.TO >v:?ers. ?irst t h e r e  ,x?.j 
L 9 

- - 
e  r e  .:tail. O f f i c e r ,  a ver:f frir::dly ck3n tk? r.z;-.e of ?e?ii: L e : 1 3 l l c ~ r -  

. . 
I #jay tila:  is !;!:si.:lcrl;e o f  t',;in;s n ? ~ t i c a l  '~2s l e s s  ~rc2os:?cfc!  ::?r~ .-:s 

concz;: :.lit? tb.c iri:o::.?ncc of t i c  ? o l i t i c z l  =z;e;?s. '..'e 211 l i S : r 5  !-:i- .:er:/ .:..:c.... 
. . '.c 3ncc c . < e  a i ,o?der : '~1 ? a r t y  a: ?;is "Z,:-:lisii" - !:re where @?in:; 2.16 :>e ros: 

snrer:) ?'re::c!: food a':o:;;.dc6. :.I:; ?:tc?i c o l l e a , ~ c  ;rzs e q x i t l y  n ice .  ?e ;I?S cc-2.1e.! 

Vos von Steiniiei!c. Kc wcas rxck  ?are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  n a u t i c a l  a s y c t  a n i  oi 

c o w s e  i n  t h e  ;art t h a t  :kt. h t c k  :la;.? was coin,- t o  ?lny. ::e ha?. 20 resul?.r  

yel,;i?.:r r c ? r c s c n t a t i v c .  T ~ r l l  :!AT0 c e c t i n p  i.cr.c t s 8 z l l y  b e l l  i? Erglar.6, ?x i s  

or van . . e  :>, stra:,=c coincidence t h e  k t c i  n c e i i c g s  alv=t:rs tos:; pl-lce ?.: 

:zl ir ,  :ice z.-.? nk t k c s c  f u l l  c,eetir._rs :lie hea& ool' ?;A70 a:te~:dcd. :ic z s u a l l y  

k2d a t o u t  f i f t e e n  ri~:-tcs t o  SF-e s o  t l : a t  i<e c o ~ l d  g e t  n coo:! look J C  ti:e tclir:.? 



from t h e  a i r  before we were due t o  land. Sonetimes a f t e r  the  meeting, which was 

a  p r e t t y  formal a f fa i r ,  we ,jould have about f o r t y  o r  f i f t y  n inutes  i n  a ca r  s ee ing  

t u l i p s  a t  c lose  qua r t e r s .  The meetings i n  P a r i s  Mere a l s o  fun. The only snag 

here ,  at l e a s t  25 far 25 I '186 concerned, was t h a t  much of t h e  business  was 

conducted i n  French. :!ount:iatten w a s  an e x c e l l e n t  l i n g u i s t  and I used j u s t  t o  

keep my head a:.>ove water. On one occasion I was i n v i t e d  t o  sit next t o  t h e  

French Eiaval Chief of S t a f f ,  and ciji h e a r t  sank,  but  he w a s  s o  kind and spoke t o  ne 

entire1.y i n  exce l l en t  English. The meals i n  P a r i s  were, needless  t o  say,  superb. 

Though the  s t a f f  of the  C-in-C was l a r g e  when one included Hedical,  Dental 

and l.!arine o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  Fead Minewatcher and many o t h e r s ,  the  a c t u a l  executive 

t e ~ q  w a s  sr!all .  The Chief of S ta f f  was a  p leasant  arrd a b l e  n m  by t h e  name of 

Rear Admiral Reid who l e t e r  f in ished  up a s  a  f u l l  admiral. P:y iunedia te  boss ,was 

a  Cantain "Smdji" Gordon-Lennox a s s i s t e d  by a connander, P h i l i p  Sharp, who played 

a major p a r t  i n  the  planning of ow comfinnd. Tilea t h e r e  was another  co.nnandes 

who w a s  the  S t a f f  O f f i c e r  Operations who r a n  the  day t o  day operat ions,r~ovements  
-. 

e tc . ,  vyself  who d id  t h e  i.rfl.TO work, a S t a f f  Comiunicator and a  Lieutenant Coms,mder 

who handled a  l o t  of the  l!i!TO exercises .  G ina l ly  the re  were two o the r s :  Sand.;; 

C m - ~ i e l l ,  2 !ling Comam.der, who w a s  extremely n ice  and, l a s t  but  not l e a s t ,  t h e  

l!inewatching King. Iie w a s  a  c b x c i n g  man c a l l e d  Liveing who was more of a  f r i e n d  

t o  us  than a  s t a f f  o f f i c e r .  

On l eav ing  Portsmouth we moved back t o  L i t t l e  Orchard a t  Oxted. I was then  

appointed t o  i!.f~f.S.Flewfoundland a s  the  Commulder, t h a t  is the  Second-in-Cornnand 

and Fxecutive Off icer .  I prepared myself t o  f l y  out  t o  Singapore and packed what 

I considered t o  'c  a s m a l l  trunk. I s t ayed  t h e  n ight  a t  the United Serv ices  Club 

w;?en i t  was .pointed out  t o  me tha t  perhaps the  t runk would be a h i t  '3ig f o r  t h e  

a i r c r a f t .  liext norning I rushecl u? t o  Harks and Spencer and bought th ree  l a r g e  

exrandable s u i t c a s e s  sn.d repc l ied  i n  the  Clu:: ~rci s e n t  o f i  tk.e enpty t runk Sac!: 

hoixe. i!e i .~:d r! s a f e  and uneve2tful journey out  t o  Sinsa-mre. i . ! ~  new Captain v s  

Captain !;.G.Goodenough (i.!il:e). i.'&ny people s a i d  t o  xc t h t  he was not the e n s i c s t  

1 1  cup of tea" LT? t i is t  I bad 5ette: ny s t u f f .  I should oay t h a t  h i s  b'vk wns 

muck 2orsc tkan  h i s  b i t e .  3y w l m i n ~  nz7y of h i s  d e f a u l t e r s  <and not punishins 

then  he kept  !lis p u n i s k e n t  r e tu rn  very low. IiewioundlanC w a s  i n  dry doc:: and 

w a s  a5o::t t h rce -cpa r t e r s  of tile vaj. throusli a  r e f i t .  I too!.: over f ron  cy 

predecessor and very soor! a f t e r  tke Captair. t o l d  ce  t b a t  he w z s  being sen t  up 

tke  Ters ian  Gul: t o  be ?resident of n Coll;t >'krtial. E i s  p r t i n g  words t o  re 

were "De s c r e  :!ou do r.0: over p . ~ n i ~ ~ ,  o f t e n  a  warnins is b e t t e r  than puniskzcr.:.'! 

Away he went f o r  n i o ~ i t  to.& teen days. l:ot long a f t e r  k i s  de;\arture,  tbzee men, 
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two seamen and a marine, were caught dr inking some potent  s t u f f  i n  one of t h e  

bathrooms i n  "PTevifie". They were brought t ,efore the  Of f i ce r  of t h e  Day W ~ I O  

immediately placed them on the Commander's Report. I had a l ready discovered t h a t  

d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t h e  s h i p  was on t h e  l a x  s ide .  They a l l  received warrant punishment 

a n d t h e  l o c a l  Admiral approved t h a t  they should rece ive  f i v e  days' ce l l s .  I then 

heard one o r  two buzzes t h a t  t h e  new Commander was considered t o  be tough, tha t  

it was no good expecting t o  ge t  away l i g h t l y ,  and two Chief Pe t ty  Of f i ce r s  were 

even heard t o  s a y  "Thank goodness we now have someone who knows what he is about." 

I n  due course t h e  Captain a r r i v e d  back and h i s  f i r s t  words t o  me were "Have you 

had many punishments, Commander ?'I. I s a i d  t h a t  we had had a few including th ree  

warrant punishments of c e l l s .  I thought he w a s  going t o  take o f f .  However, when 

I expla ined  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  him he calmed down and I th ink  I a c t u a l l y  scored a 

" b u l l ' s  eye". 

My g e n e r a l  experience of b i g  s h i p s  w a s  l i m i t e d  hut  what makes a happy s h i p  

is r e a l l y  t h e  same whether you a r e - s e r v i n g  i n  a b ig  o r  s m a l l  un i t .  I got t h e  

Commanders t o g e t h e r  and we agreed t h a t  i f  we pul led  together  t h i s  would i n  f a c t  

i n d i c a t e  good leadersh ip .  Probably my b e s t  f r i end  was t h e  Fusser Coma!!der, a 

sp l end id  man c a l l e d  Geoff Henderson. He always seemed t o  have h i s  e a r  t o  t h e  

ground and was always wise i n  h i s  advice. The Engineer Commander was Geoffeey 

Pearce,  and though I l i k e d  him he was not  r e a l l y  a very dynamic person. The Doctor 

was a charming m a n  and very he lp fu l  and t h e  E l e c t r i c a l  Commander was equal ly 

p l easan t  and supported u s  well. 

It was not too long before we had the  pleasant  duty of e sco r t ing  the Gothic 

wi th  t h e  Queen and FTince P h i l i p  on board. I always remenber she had Pamela 

blountbatten as one of her  Ladies i n  Waiting. The &to r  boat was alongside the  

Gothic and down t h e  s h i p ' s  ladder  came t h e  Lady i n  Waiting carrying a yellow 

cunshade. Rel ieve  t h i s  o r  not she acc iden ta l ly  dropped the sunshade which f e l l  

i n t o  t h e  s e a ,  and as far as I could s e c  conpletely disappeared. She hurr ied u:, 

the  l adde r  hack on hoard when t h e r e  w a s  a t . r ie f  discussion about ,  I assure ,  what 

t o  60 next .  I n  due course she came down again ,  with no sunshade t h i s  t i n e ,  follo.*ed 

' v  t h e  %een and Prince Fnil ip .  When we a r r ived  a t  Colonko they were invi ted  t o  

lunch on board. Here I discovered something I d id  not know, t h a t  you canqot choose 

what is on t h e  oenu, as t h i s  has  t o  be arranged by the  Queen's advisers .  EL ra r i r .e  

guard w a s  paraded on the  j e t t y ,  our  A d m i r a l ,  Sir W i l l i m  S l a t e r ,  and our Cr.?:ain 

were a l s o  t h e r e  ready t o  rece ive  t h e  Queen. The Captain had a l ready had n cou?le 

of drcss r e h e a r s a l s  and he had t o l d  u s  all that, i f  by any chance hc forgo: arryonc's 

LI~C he would cake onc up quickly and t h a t  person u s  t o  hxux on t o  that n x e .  



The $een W ~ S  wearin8 an a t t r a c t i v e  white d re s s  and white sling-hack shoes. A s  

she  came over t h e  brow, t h e  s h i p ' s  gangway, one s l i n g  s l ipped  hetween her  hee l  

and h e r  shoe and she was s o r t  of pawing t h e  groun2 s l i g h t l y .  Prince P h i l i p  s a i d  

"Tf I were you, da r l ing ,  I would s t o o p  down and put it on correc t ly ."  This  she did. 

The lunch  . .  . went we l l  hu t ,  alas, I , w a s .  no t  invi ted: ,  'de a l l ,  t h a t  , is  t h e  whole s h i p ' s  
. . . . 

company, mustered on the  f o r e c l s t l e  f o r  a  photograph. The $teen was introduced 

t o  a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and a l s o  t o  a  s e l e c t e d  number of t h e  s h i p ' s  company inc luding  

a t  l e a s t  two Sonal is .  i.ie bad  a nurnber of them on board t o  do sone of the  c leaning  

work i n  t h e  s h i p ;  amongst them we a l s o  had sone so-ca l led  "sweepers" who 

I understood were a  c l a s s  below t h e  ord inu 'y  Somali. 

I l i k e d  Admiral S l a t e r  very much indeed. He was p l easan t ,  ab le  and h lessed  

wi th  a sense  of humour. ;I!ien we were c r u i s i n g  round t h e  Indian Ocean he was o f t e n  

accompanied by Lady S l a t e r  and sometines,  when a t  s ea ,  t h e  Quarterdec!; Awning used 

t o  he r igged  s o  t h a t  she could sit on dec!c i n  the shade. I remember once when I 

met t h e  Admiral on deck he asked i f  I would h w e  the  awning put up f o r  Lady S l a t e r .  

I had l e a r n t  hy t h i s  time t h a t  t h e  wise t h i n g  was t o  do a s  I was told.  Accordingly 

I piped "Clear Lower Dec!cU and proceeded t o  e rec t  the  awning. I n  a  few minutes 

I was s e n t  f o r  hy the  Captain and asked why I was e r e c t i n g  t h e  Quarterdeck Awnih~ 

and I s a i d  because Admiral S l a t e r  had asked me t o  r i g  i t .  "Take i t  down", he 

ordered,  and t h i s  is what I did. When I next saw the  admiral  he s a i d  "I thought 

I asked you t o  r i g  the  Quarterdeck Awning." "Yes", I r e p l i e d ,  "but the  Captain 

t o l d  me t o  t a k e  i t  down". The Admiral then  went on t o  t h e  br idge  where t h e r e  was 

e v i d e n t l y  a d iscuss ion  between him and t h e  Captain. The ne t  r e s u l t  was that t h e  

Quarterdeck Awnine; remained down. I o f t e n  used t o  say t h a t  Captain Goodenough was 

s i x  f e e t  nix i nches  tall i n  har5our but  a s m a l l  man a t  sea. H i s  s h i p  handling 

was poor t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t .  

Though perhaps I have been a b i t  c r i t i c a l ,  I never the less  respected Captzin 

Goodenou,yh who was a  g rea t  S t a f f  O f f i c e r  and a man t o  he reckoned with. We all 

!:nctw tilat he was due t o  be r e l i eved  soon, and s o  we decided t o  hold a farewel l  

dinner  f o r  him before we l e f t  Trinconalee i n  Ceylon. It w a s  a gay evening and we 

a l l  hoped he enjoyed it. There WCW I nn glad  t o  say a  good nenu of Conso~me a  l a  

Ce le s t ine ,  Snaked F i l l e t s  of S a l w n ,  Roast Duck, t h d e i r a  Sauce, G a ~ e  C h i p ,  

Caulif lower an6 Green Peas, Iced Cara,nel W k e t ,  Asparagus and q u t t e r  Sauce, 

Dessert  and Coffee. Needless t o  say t h e r e  was a q l e  t o  dr ink  as well. 

Wk.en we were a t  Trinco we used t o  have a  s o r t  of competition during t h e  

a f te rnoon wi..en we case every endeavour t o  ge t  as r any  of t k e  s h i p ' s  con-mny t o  



t ake  paart a s  poss ib le .  There were a l l  s o r t s  of competi t ions such a s  running and 

then  s tepping  on t o  the s e a t  of a cha i r  and over,  u s u a l l y  the re  were about t h r e e  

c h a i r s ;  a r ace  wi th  a t i n  p l a t e  on your head and a wooden club i n  your r i g h t  hand 

whichyou had t o  wave around and if t h e  t i n  p l a t e  f e l l  o f f  you had t o  s t a r t  aga in ;  

a hop, s k i p  and jump competition; asac!c r ace ,  a  three-legged race  and many o thers .  

I got  a  l o t  of o f f i c e r s  t o  take p a r t  inc luding  myself. T iere  was a l s o  beer  availa 'zle 

a t  a sma l l  cos t .  Cie had .'I. thinl: t h r e e  competitions and they were very popular. 

There is a smal l  i s l -md  ca l l ed  So'ler I s l and  and on Sundays, provided you booked, 

yoit could ge t  a t i p  t o p  curry. There was a l s o  ba th ing ,  s a i l i n g  and picnics .  

The Pavy a l s o  had a  camp up country and t h i s  was where we sent  t h e  s h i p ' s  company 

f o r  a  few days '  r e s t .  I went t o  a p lace  above t h i s  camp with Arthur Ilutton t o  f i s h  

f o r  t r o u t .  'rle caught a number of them which had been introduced by E r i t i s h  

s e t t l e r s  nany yea r s  before. Some of the  pools and bends had some r a t h e r  a l a r n i n e  

names such  as Skeleton Pool and Leopards Beware b u t ,  thank goodnass, we d i d  not  

s e e  any alnrming crea tures .  Ile s tayed  i n  a wooden hut and more o r  l e s s  looked 

a f t e r  ourselves.  -. 

On our way t o  Aden I was shown my Conf iden t i e l  Report,  S206, which was very 

good. Captain Goodenough always showed h i s  o f f i c e r s  what he had wr i t t en  i n  thesc  

r e p o r t s ,  but  I never agreed wi th  t h i s  scheme a s  t h e r e  was a  tendency not always t o  

change the  r e p o r t  downwards i f  the  person deserved i t .  Af ter  we a r r ived  at Aden 

Captain E.L.Thomas, Captain Goodenoughls r e l i e f ,  was t h e r e  waiting. We s a i d  

goodbye t o  our  Captain and soon a f t e r  s a i l e d  wi th  Captain Thomas i n  charge. I l ikec!  

him very much indeed. r!e w a s  a much qunter  man than  h i s  predecessor and a l s o  a \ l e .  

Ke had once been a q u a l i f i e d  navigator  and h i s  s h i p  handling was exce l len t .  

Poss ib ly  one of t h e  nore i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  we had t o  do was t o  take wt 

i n  a g r e a t  parade i n  Penang. We now had a1 equal ly  n ice  Admiral on board, Adxiral  

Gerald Gladstone,  a  [:an I had had dea l ings  with before  when he was Captain of the  

Elack Prince. Tinis parade w a s  c t r i - s e r v i c e  funct ion  and contained na t ive  t roops  

a s  w e l l  as our  own. Gcau3e we had tb.c F lag  on board i t  was up t o  tlewfoundland 

t o  orgnnise this s u b s t a n t i d  w a d e ,  a d  i t  suddenly dawned o r  rre t b a t  I would 

have t o  be Parade Coa-ader.  I got  hold of the Gunnery O i i i c e r ,  an exce l l en t  r x - ?  

c a l l e d  N i t c h e l l ,  and s a i d  t h a t  while I apprec ia ted  that I would have t o  be i n  

t o t a l  charge I would p r e f e r  t o  give t h e  oinimun of orders .  We had a quick du:::::: 

run ond I then  r c s l i s e d  how we l l  he bad organised t h e  whole a f f a i r ,  a s  I would ir. 

f a c t  have t o  ~ i v e  only two ordcrs .  The f i r s t  was a General Sa lu te  of Present  

Ares when t h e  Governor a r r i v e d  on the d a i s ,  and t h e  second t o  order  the whole 

parade t o  s t e p  o f f  a t  t h e  quick; t h e r e a f t e r  I would s t a t i o n  !=:<self on the  r i c l ? t  



of t h e  d a i s  and hope a l l  would go well.  The parade d i d  i n  f a c t  go of f  very wel l  

indeed. I n  t h e  evening t h e  TJewfoundland had agreed t o  darken s h i p  and put on a  

f i rework d i sp lay :  another  job f o r  t h e  Gunnery Off icer .  This  too b i a s  p r e t t y  

s u c c e s s f u l  but t he re  was one h i tch .  I n  order  t o  prep-are f o r  t h i s  d isp lay  a l a r g e  

number of rocke t s  were l a i d  on the  f o r e c a s t l e  ready f o r  inmediate f i r i n g .  

Unfortunately one forework f e l l  t o  t h e  ground and s e t  t hewho le  l o t  of ready 

roclzets a l i ~ h t .  I iras wi th  the Captain on the  bridge and we wondered what on e a r t h  

hacl happened when ue saw t h i s  t e r r i f i c  b1.aze. The t o t a l  e f f e c t  ashore was t e r r i f i c  

a s  i t  was a  most spectaculz s igh t .  Glith g rea t  s!:ill it was poss ib le  t o  save t h e  

day and conplete  the  d isp lay .  E-::lier a  cousin of Una's, Pdiles Hudson, came on 

bomd t o  see  re .  He asked me t o  coze ashore a f t e r  the  d i sp lay  f o r  a  drid4 and 

some supper. So when t h e  h i a t u , ~  had sobered down I excused myself andmet  him 

a t  some prearranged spot  i n  Pens..;. 

\!hen a t  Ilong l(ong t h e  comnanders t r i e d  hard t o  give our Captain,  Thomas, 

a d inner  ashore. Unfortunately i t  was t h e  monsoon o r  typhoon season and a t  t h e  
. ~ 

l a s t  minute he decided t h a t  he aus t  remain on hoard. 

I suppose my nenoi rs  would not be complete without a  mention of Japan. 

I had of course been t h e r e  before ,  immediately a f t e r  t h e  w a r  ended, but nox peace 

had re igned f o r  a few yea r s  a7d t h e  s i t u a t i o n  had improved. I oight  say t h a t  I 

have never r e a l l y  l i k e d  t h e  Japanese men, though whether they hide t h e i r  r e a l  

f e e l i n g s  it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  know. On t h i s  v i s i t  t o  Tokyo we a l l ,  I suppose, 

browsed round t h e  shops arrd bought a few things.  It was i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note t h a t  

Japenese goods i n  Hong Kong were i n  f a c t  a l i t t l e  cheaper tha t  they were i n  Japan. 

! ! m y  people had one of t h c  s p e c i a l  hot ba ths ,  inc luding  the  Captain, but I d i d  not ,  

for. some reason o r  bthcr .  h grocp of about four o r  poss ib ly  f i v e  Comanders,  

inc luding  our  Pjajor of Harines, a l l  sougilt out one of those female nudis t  d i sp lays  

which was q u i t e  fun. 

Ye a l s o  had a h r i c f  v i s i t  t o  Karachi where we had t o  take part i n  a m a l l  

rowin5 r e g a t t a  aga ins t  tb.e Pakis tan is .  IJe bad not  b.ad nuch t i n e  t o  p r a c t i s e  '.\I: 

we were de tern ined  t o  win, s o  thn t  r e a l l y  s t rengous e f f o r t s  were made a ~ d  v ic to ry  

was ours.  One day we pu t  on e r i f l e  dri l l  d isp lay  followed by Eeating the  Ret rea t .  

Tk.is proved very p p u l n r .  I mst r c c c r d  a r i l l y  s t o r y  when we went t o  Jhrbay. 

'Je were, o r  r a t h e r  the Wardroo.n vere ,  asker! t o  a  drirks par ty  Kiven by t;,e Euro-m~-.s. 

k w e  were anchored out  we all had t o  cox i n  by boat ,  ax! i n  due course we a r r ivnd  

t0;ett.c.r a t ,  I suppose, a p o l i t e  f i f t e e n  n inutes  l c t e .  There were only two of o a r  

b.osts t h e r e  and ti-.ey apologised profuse ly  saying t h a t  the o the r s  would be alor.5 



s h o r t l y  with the  hooze. Evidently Europeans by s igning  some c h i t  o r  o ther  were 

allowed a reasonable r a t i o n  of drink. !*lithin f i f t e e n  minutes a l l  t he  hos t s  a r r i v e d  

and he l i eve  me the re  w3.s no shortzge of hooch t h a t  night .  

- 
Our next assignment Gas a  c ru i se  up the  Pers ian  Gulf. By t h i s  t i n e  Adrniral 

S l a t e r  had l e f t  =nd was r e l i eved  by Admiral Charles ?,!orris. He was a  g r e a t  nan 

f o r  a f t e r  dinner games a ? d  o;? one accasion,  when at Trinco,  he organised a ga 'e  

at which the re  were two a s i d e  and, a s  f a r  as I gathered ,  you hur led ,  o r  perhaps 

you h i t ,  a h a l l  over a net .  Af ter  a  few minutes he complained that the  game was 

going too  slowly. The next time the b a l l  went over the  net  towards the  Adqiral  

it h i t  him f a i r  and s q u t r e  on the head ai?d he went down l i k e  a log ,  knocked o u t ,  

and i t  tool: him some weeks before he was back t o  square one. 

ble had an  i n t e r e s t i n g  t i n e  i n  the  Persian Gulf. This  was a  p a r t  of the  

vrorld new t o  me. I remenher most c l e a r l y  when we a r r i v e d  a t  Nuscat i n  Oman. The 
.. 

f i r s t  t h ing  I noticed was t h a t  on the  peak o r  rocky h i l l  on the  l e f t  were pa in ted  

man,y of the  names of H.M.Ships that had v i s i t e d  here previously. It w a s  not  10% 

hefore  "~~ewfoundland" 's name was among them. The regu la t ions  ashore were very  

s t r i c t .  Everyone had t o  wear a hat and no smoking o r  drinking was allowed. One 

evening we had t h e  Su l t an  - i n  f a c t  h i s  deputy a r r i v e d  i n  h i s  plzce - p lus  about 

s i x  o r  seven high-ups f o r  drinks,  buffe t  supper,and a film. The A d m i r a l  s a i d  t o  

me "I don ' t  expect our v i s i t o r s  w i l l  d r ink  anything except s o f t  dr inks ,  but  you 

mst have some hard dr inks  behind the t u r r e t  because we have got t o  keep going." 

I n  due course they a r r i v e d  and I approached the  s e n i o r  man, "\lhat would you li!ce t o  

drin!c,SirI1' I enquired, "He k v e  lemon and orange squash and tomato juice availahlo". 

Me r e p l i e d  "Haven't you got anything s t ronger  ?" "Yes, of course we have, S i r .  

Vhat would you li!ce ?" To uhich he r e p l i c d  that he would l i k e  a double whisky ar.d 

soda. In f a c t  they a l l  drcank hard drinks. I asked him how 5 ' ;  was t h a t  they were 

so s t r i c t  ashore and ye t  behaved a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t l y  i n  the  Newfoundland. "Ah,': 

he s n i d ,  "but I nv not ashore now and. we a l l  have t o  go t o  tP.e South of France 

f o r  a t  l e a s t  two aonths i n  the  year t o  prepare f o r  t h e  next ten." 

Everywb.ere we went tke  sheiks,  a t  l e a s t  t he  hcad ones, all c&xe on \oar?  

and wcrc rcccived by the  Adcird, shown the  s h i p  and occes ieur l ly  allowed t o  f i r c  

o f f  a s d l u t i n g  gun. I n  a few places such as Kuwait, t h e  r u l e r ,  Sheik S i r  Abdulla, 

p s s i b l y  one of the  riches: n.r? i n  the Gulf,  w a s  preceeded b:; h i s  okn body ~vL-c!. 
m ib.ey wore blue t rouse r s ,  s c a r l e t  tunics  with about t c n  brass  huttono down tho 

f r o n t ,  buttoned t o  the  neck, with a two inch wide white b e l t  and a white t u rh~an  

a f f a i r .  They loolierl very n=<ut.  





Whe~c we =r ived  a t  t h e  Truc ia l  S t a t e s  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Agent who w a s  Eng l i sh  

a r r i v e d  on board f i r s t ,  followed by no l e s s  than four  l o c a l  boats  each one bi-inzicx 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on board. On t h i s  occasion we d i d  a l i t t l e  t r i p  a t  s e a  f o r  then,  

ble t r i e d  t o  put  on what we c a l l  a "shop window" hut  t h i s  is not  easy  with only  one 

s h i p  p resen t .  However.we d id  do some 2 n t i - a i r c r a f t  shooting a t  a smoke b u r s t ,  

discharged a depth charge, dropped i i f e b u o y s  and picked  the^ up wi th  seaboats ,  a s  

we l l  as g iv ing  them a C o o k '  Tour of t h e  ship. One of t h e  v i s i t o r s  was a young 

l a d  aged e i g h t ,  dressed i n  white wi th  a very l a r g e  dagger a f f a i r  s t rapped t o  h i s  

waist .  I!e was, we were t o l d ,  the  r u l e r  of Sharjah,  son of tne  Sultan.  Oi?. one 

occasion t h e  A d m i r a l  and one o ther  o f f i c e r  were in- r i ted  t o  a sugper it!, I t h i n k ,  

Saudi Arabia. The Captain d id  not wish t o  go and s o  I was asked t o  take h i s  placc.  

Off we went. It was not a l l  t h a t  easy as the head man did  not seen t o  be & l e  t o  

speak much Eng l i sh  and our Saudi-Arabian was non-existent,  F i n a l l y  when we got  t o  

t h e  d e s s e r t  s t a g e  I d id  say t o  hiln "Ho:r n ice  i t  is, S i r ,  t o  have s o  much l o v e l y  

f ru i t . "  \/hereupon he s t r e t ched  f o r t h  and put an enormous tunc?i of grapes on v.y 

p la t e .  I d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  know v:-at t o  do but thought i t  would be rude t o  put any 
.~ 

hack, s o  I had t o  plug on and e a t  t h e  l o t .  

Our time was &awing out  and it was not long before we s a i l e d  westwards, 

homeward bound, with our .paying-off pennant f l y i n g  from the  naifimast. I n  duc 

course we a r r i v e d  s a f e l y  a t  Portsmouth and secured alongside. On t h e  j e t t y  were 

hordes of f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i o n s  but ,  alas, no Una as t h e  boys had measles. Among 

t h e  many was Mike Goodenough, now Rear Ad'airdL, with h i s  wife. IIe carce on board 

and immediately asked my wife and myself t o  lunch a t  t h e  Queen's Hotel. A s  Una 

was not  t h e r e  I wondered whether I should go by myself. "Of course you must cone," 

he sa id .  So I went and had a supe r l a t ive  lunch. 1,ihatever one nay say  the re  would 

not  a l l  t h a t  many Rear Adq,irals who would come down t o  welcome t h e i r  o l d  s h i p s  

hone. 

I n  t h e  evening Una rang ce t o  say t h a t  she would be down the  next day a s  

she  found .?I f r i e n d  t o  look a f t e r  the  boys f o r  twenty-fovur hours. I booked us  

i n t o  t h e  Nuff ie ld  Club and i m e d i a t e l y  began orgznis ing  a dinner  pa r ty  on hoard. 

A s  t h e  Captain had l e f t  I urn able  t o  use h i s ,  o r  indeed the Adn i ra l ' s ,  cabin f o r  

t h i s  affct i r .  I h a d  Gcoff llenterson t h e  Fusser Co.mander, our & v i n e  O f f i c e r  .and 

h i s  wife ,  i.!ajor and iks .  Jack Car ter ,  and I th ink  one o ther  wb.ose m ~ e  o e e m  ra:::er 

i l l u s i v e .  Kc bat! e love ly  dinner  and everyone enjoyed i t  very mch. I was s o r r y  

indecd t o  hec- that Cxptain ' i t o m  was cot  s t a y i n g  on, a f a c t  t h a t  he had conccalcd 

f m n  everyone. 



A f t e r  F o r e i g n  S e r v i c e  l e a v e  I w a s  t o l d  t h a t  my nex t  job would be as 

D r a f t i n g  Commander at  Chatham. The D r a f t i n g  Commander has  a team o f  D r a f t i n g  

O f f i c e r s  and S e n i o r  W r i t e r s  and is .-esponsible f o r  t h e  f a i r  " d r a f t i n g "  of r a t i n g s  

t o  and  from t h e i r  ,jots. We t h e n  decided t o  s e l l  L i t t l e  Orchard as i t  w s  a l r e a d y  

g e t t i n g  t o o  small f o r  u s ,  and I went down t o  Chatha71 and l i v e d  i n  h a r r a c k s  t o  

s tar t  wi th .  Ve had a l r e a d y  decided i f  p o s s i b l e  t o  l i v f  a few m i l e s  ou t  of Chathan 

and  I s t a r t e d  t o  s c o u t a o u n d  and f i n a l l y  v e n t  t o  look  at  Cla re  Corner at  E a s t  

?.tiling. I knocked at t h e  door of C l a r e  Cot tage ,  which i n c i d e n t a l l y  was ouch nore  

t h a n  a c o t t a g e .  A l a d y  came t o  t h e  door ,  d r e s s e d  i n  a s m a r t  w:?ite d r e s s  bu t  wit:: 

no s toclc ings  o r  shoes  on. I exp la ined  t h a t  I was loo!cing f o r  sonewhere t o  l i v e  

and s h e  t o l d  me t o  f o l l o w  her. So,  s t i l l  without  any Shoes o r  s t o c k i n g s ,  s h e  

marched up t h e  r o a d  t o  C l a r e  Corner which w,as n e x t  door. T h i s  seemed a p o s s i b i l i t y  

and s h e  t h e n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  she  had p l a n s  t o  do a few t h i n g s  t o  t h e  house but  t/e 

c o u l d  i f  He wished l i v e  w i t h  them - "then" be ing  h e r  husband, a d o c t o r ,  m.d f o x  

c h i l d r e n  - i n  C l a r e  Cot tage.  I!e decided t o  a c c e p t .  T h i s  l a d y  was c a l l e d  Rronriell 
.. 

and  w a s ,  w i thou t  eny dou' l t ,  a c ' w z c t e r .  Our two c h i l d r e n  went t o  simil-31- s c h o o l s  

as t h e  o t h e r s  and somet ioes  we would have t o  g e t  b r e a k f a s t  f o r  t h e  l o t ,  b e i n g  s i x  

c h i l d r e n  and o u r s e l v e s .  A t  o t h e r  t imes  a whirlwind would appear  i n  t h e  shape  of 

%onwen who would i m n e d i a t e l y  start cooking ! ~ a c o n  z r d  eggs  f o r  u s  a l l .  She was a 

v e r y  c l e v e r  woman azzd we can remember how s h e  hought a huge house n e x t  door o r  

a lmos t  n e x t  door  and proceeded t o  t u r n  i t  i n t o  f l a t s ,  dec id ing  on a l l  t h e  c o l o u r s ,  

f u r n i t u r e  e t c . ,  none o f  which was, t o  my mind, o f  t h e  cheapest .  Or.ce s h e  g o t  h e r  

t e e t h  i n t o  a n y t h i n g  she  went f l a t  ou t  f o r  i t  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  of s u c h  t h i n z s  as 

h e r  family .  \!e l i k e d  h e r  i n  moderation and s h e  c o u l d  he extrecle ly  funny. I n  f a c t  

one Eever lcnev what t h e  l a t e s t  g i ~ n i c k  would be. 

I enjoyed being a D r a f t i n g  Coaxmder  and l i k e d  both  t!le two Coccodores o f  

t h e  b r a c ! ~  t o  whom I was r e s ~ o n s i b l e .  The f i r s t  was Captain  C o l l a r d  who w?s 

e x t r e n e l y  n i c e  t o  work under. The second w ~ s  C h a r l e s  Coler idze .  IIe w a s  ve ry  

d i f f e r e n t  from C o l l a r d  bu t  e q u a l l y  n i c e .  I .dw?.ys r e ~ e . r b e r  t h a t  he had a 6ir.?.er 
. - 

p r t y  f o r  abou t  n dozen o r  G O  6ues:s i n c l u d i x &  t h e  Coc-mder-in-Chief and h i s  xlxe .  

T h y  a l l  sat dsdn a ~ d  d i n n e r  was jmt a%ut  t o  s t a r t  when t h e  Corcander-in-Chief 

s a i d  to Elrs. C o l e r i d g e  "Yhy i~ i t  t k a t  I &3 s i t t i n g  next  t o  oy wife?" She then  s.?ip' 

"Itn a f r a i d  m e r r o r  h a s  c r e p t  ir.." She t h e n  tappet! t h e  t a ? l e  and r a i d  tk2.t t>.e 

s e a t i n g  p l a n  f o r  t h e  d i n n e r  was n o t  q u i t e  r i g h t  and woul6 everyone cove rolnt! ,  

h u t  under  no c i r c t l r s t a n c e n  was myone t o  sit n e x t  t o  h i s  wife.  

I had a good t e a 2  t o  run  the  Chatha? d r a f t i n &  and I l i k e  t o  t h i n k  we d i d  i t  

as w e l l  w p o s s i b l e .  It  w a s  c l e a r  t o  u s  it1 that because t h e r e  were f o u  2raf t i - :  
. . 



a i ! tho r i t i e s ,  Chathan,Portsmouth,Devonport and Lee ( f o r  t h e  a i r  world) i t  would 're 

advantageous i f  one b y  they  could a l l  be combined i n t o  one u n i t ,  say  under a 

Con-nodore Naval Drafting. p lans  were s t a r t e d  and i n  due course a l l  t h e  four  

d r a f t i n g  o rgan i sa t ions  were welded together  a t  Haslemere. It was j u s t  a t  t h a t  

t i n e  t h a t  I heard I was t o  be proroted t o  the  rank of Captain. 'le were a l r eedy  - 
t h ink ing  about buying another  house, proljably i n  t h e  Limpsfield a r e a ,  and eventualL:. 

we found a Vic tor ian  gardener ' s  cot tage heyond [Lome Place. It was a bungalow with 

q u i t e  a number of srnall rooss.  Ue o r i g i n a l l y  thought we might knock some of t h e  

roo3s together  and poss ib ly  5 u i l d  on one more. It then  becan!e o5vious t h a t  i f  we 

pu l l ed  t h e  main chimney down, which i n  f a c t  ac ted  f o r  s e v e r a l  f i r e p l a c e s ,  t h e  roo? 

would col lapse .  Af ter  c a r e f u l  thought we decided t o  take  o f f  t h e  t o p  of t h e  holise 

a d  build up';~ards. '?lo rnployed a bu i lde r  and decided t h a t  cre rrould t r y  t o  do t h i s  

o i t i lou t  an a r c h i t e c t .  Once we had s t a r t e d  r;ror!c I got  s l i g h t l y  cold f e e t .  What 

on e a r t h  bras I doir:; ? Was I being seen o f f  ? Ey luclc I found a surveyor f o r  a 

brewery i n  London who l i v e d  i n  Oxted. I ca l l ed  on him =d asked him w b a t  he would I 

charge t o  come dam o:?ce a wee!< t o  check the  work and t h e  f i n a l  b i l l .  He s a i d  

tweilty-five pounds i n  cash. I w a s  so- surprised and pleased t h a t  I s a i d  "Do3e." 

He saved ce  a l o t  of money and we eventua l ly  f in i shed  up with a very n i ce  house 

c a l l e d  Home Place Cottage. 



C H A r n R  V I I  

r,. l n e r e  a r e  a lways sone l ~ u r d l e s  t o  be  t&.en even iw. t h e  Nevy. The f i r s t  and 

p r o h a i l y  t h e  most impor tan t  is t o  becone a Commander and t h e  second is t o  g e t  

promoted t o  Cap ta in .  I.;hile you can s a y  t h e r e  is a l s o  a h u r d l e  t o  t a k e  t o  become 

a R e a r  h d n i r a l  ?ad upwards, t h e s e  i n  a Way a r e  l e s s  pronounced. I was, needles:. 

t o  s a y ,  d e l i g h t e d  t o  hecoze a Captain ,  I was o n l y  s o r r y  my F a t h e r  was not  a l i v e  

as he  w a s  a lways  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  how I g o t  on i n  t h e  rlavy. ?,!y new appointment was 

as A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  P l a n s  ( A l l i e s ) .  To g e t  a p o s t  i n  P l a n s  D i v i s i o n  is always 

a p l u s  and s o  I was very  p leased .  I commuted from Z u r s t  Green,  which was one 

s t a t i o n  ? e f o r e  Oxted,  and  I soon n e t  J a c k  Iiowson who w a s  ny main c o n t a c t  i n  Franc,? 

and went t o  P a r i s  w i t h  him. It was now c l e a r  that my main t a s k  would be dealin:: 

w i t h  iN!iTO and my i r m e d i a t e  boss  would be R e z  Admiral Desmond Dreyer. I had 

a l r e a d y  had some exper ience  of NATO p lann ing  and had a good ide?. of how impor tan t  

i t  was t o  g e t  on w i t h  my French m d  Dutch co l l eagues .  One o f  t h e  most conplicetec; .  

t h i n g s  i n  NATO was t h e  C h e l  Cornand which was o n l y  a small a r e a  a t d ,  i n  m,wy 

ways, h a r d l y  dese rved  a t r i p l e  o r  even quadruple  s e t - u p  t o  run  it. On t h e  o t h e r  

hand c l e a r l y  we had t o  go a long  w i t h  t h i s  arranzement as a n y t h i n g  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  B r i t a i n  was runn ing  t h e  whole corn-md would n o t  haire been over  popular.  T.".? 

wor!~ was q u i t e  h a r d  and invo lve6  q u i t e  a l o t  of t r z . ~ e l l i n : : ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  ?mi,? 

and The Hague, w i t h  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  v i s i t  t o  Oslo. I n  P l a n s  D i v i s i o n  I toolc o v e r  

from P h i l i p  Culmer who was an a b l e  am. He f e l t ,  a s  indeed many o f  u s  d i d ,  t h a t  

t h e  pay we g o t  i n  t h e  Navy was poor compared w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  s a l a r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l : !  

when o n e ' s  c a r e e r  was n o t  a l l  t h a t  long.  IJe f e l t  s o  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  he asked t o  s?s 

t h e  F i r s t  Sea  Lord who was Hountbatten. To him he  exp la ined  h i s  views and t h o s -  

o f  many o t h e r s .  T h i s  manoeuvre l e d  t o  a complete and upward r e v i s i o n  of t h e  pay 

f o r  a l l  t h e  armed f o r c e s .  

Although I w , u  a A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  of P l a n s  I was a l s o  under t h e  Assist?--.--.' 

Chie f  o f  Naval S t a f f ,  Rear  AcLqira1 k s x o n d  Dreyer,  and k.e would t a k e  tile c h a i r  o f  

t he  n o r 4 m l  day t o  day EIATO a e e t i n s s .  The f u l l  K4TO c e e t i x s  were nor;*:ally c?..'irc.i 

by t h e  F i r s t  S e a  Lord f o r  a e e t i n s s  i n  t h e  United Kingdon and by t h e  o t h e r  C h i c i c  

o f  Kaval S t a f f  when i n  P a r i s  o r  The Ewe. Lookins Sack I do r.ot thit2k t h c s c  

n c e t i n g s  were r e a l l y  o f  m c h  i n ~ r t m c e .  Emir4 cy t i c e  i n  t h i s  pst I w e ~ t  t o  

?-is and The Hague f r e q u e n t l y ,  1 ~ 0 t h  f o r  t h e  h11 P e e t i n ~ s  and a l s o  f o r  soze  

d i s c u s s i o n s .  I t o o k  Una t o  Paris on 0r.e occas ion  when we s t a y e d  t h e  nigk.t ait:i 

Kenqeth H a n i l t o n  who had keen at  Fanghourne wi th  me. Ne b d  a very  good t i - e  

i l ? c l u d i n g  e. s u x r  d i n n e r  a t  soze  stall b u t  e x c e l l e n t  French r e s t a u r a n t .  \!e a l s o  

h d  a f a n i l y  h o l i d a y  i n  l - i t t a n y  at  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  Peg->!eil where we s t a y e d  a t  



q u i t e  a  n i ce  smal l  h o t e l  ca l l ed  the  Hotel de 13. Plage. Though we were a  t o t a l  03 

four we a l l  shared  one enormous room and s t r ange ly  enough t h i s  w a s  a g rea t  succes;. 

We tooii t he  c ~ a r  t o  France by the  Cherbourg crossing and then motored down. ile zl?. 

thorougl~ly enjoyed Jkg-t!eil and. the  boys spent  hours and hours on the  beach. - 
I can remember when on one'occasion, f a i r l y  e a r l y  i n  the  morning,, Patriclc and I 

went down t o  t h e  teach ,  and on the  way back we sair a Frenchnm. car ry ing  the  bigger: 

l o b s t e r  I have ever  seer, i n  ny l i f e ,  The boys w e n  t o  s l e e p  f a i r l y  e a r l y  l e a v i i ~ z  

u s  f r e e  f o r  t h e  eveninz, the  h o t e l  ag ree ins  t o  keep an eye out f o r  the c h i i l d r e n ,  

A l l  t h i s  time we were i n  Home Place Cottaze which was lovely.  The o n l j  

snag was t h e  xarden which was a  f u l l  acre.  I never got back i n  the  evenings u n t i l  

a\out e i g h t  o ' c lock  and wzs then too  t i r e d  t o  do m y  gardening, which t o  be hones: 

I d id ,  but  never r e a l l y  loved it.  I f  it was wet on t h e  Saturday I then had e mcjor 

t a sk  on Sunday. I had a hopeless gardener who was l i t t l e  more than a pain i n  t h e  

neck. 

P a t r i c k  was now e ight  and r i s i n g  t o  t e n ,  w!lile Roger w a s  two years  younger. 

Ile s e n t  Pa t r ic l i  t o  S t r e e t e  Court which was only a couple of miles away so.ke\las 

a b l e  t o  go a s  a day-boy, and Roger went t o  a smal ler  school i n  Oxted. 

Af te r  two years  i n  Plans Division I was appointed a s  Captain Destroyers 

7 t h  Destroyer Squadron and i n  cornnand of H.M.S.Trafale;ar. To anyone who had spent  

a s  much time as I had done i n  small s h i p s  i t  was a g r e a t  thrill t o  th ink  t h a t  I i.;:~.:; 

now go ins  t o  be a Captain (D). We comnissioned the  s h i p  at Portsmouth i n  Novecbei. 

1959 and I had a Lieutenant C o n m d e r  Ian Pearse a s  my F i r s t  Lieutenant.  He was 

as f a r  as I was concerned a good Nunber One but I did  not t h ink  he was everybody's 

cup of tea.  Very s h o r t l y  a f t e r  comiss ion ing  the  squadron coved down t o  Portlnn;! 

t o  work up. The Elavy had produced a work up base the re  and the  objec t  was t o  

a s s i s t  s h i p s  t o  u o r : ~  the r se lves  u p  i n t o  e f f i c i e n t  un i t s .  The base w a s  under 

t , d a i r d  with a fu l l ;  t ra ined  s t a f f  a d  each s h i p  of the  sy:-.&on was worked up t o  

a  s e t  rou t ine  f i n i s h i n g  with a grand exe rc i se  known as "Squarebash". I had never 

I-ec? o f f i c i a l l y  worked up hefore and T. decided t h a t  t h i s  was an excel lent  arrmge.--  

I ~ .  the  WRI. t h e r e  used t o  r e  n work up l a s e  a t  Hull  i n  Scotland under a  Rear Ad:'ir=y. 

G i l b e r t  Stevenson. iie w a s  o ter:.or and he always kept s h i p s  on t h e i r  t oes  w!.ic!? 

i n c i d e n t a l l y  is exac t ly  what is needed. On one occasion i n  the  dead of n i s h t  

AcL?.ird Stevenson crept  on board a sad1 s h i p  from a dinghy anc! threw h i s  cap OR 

deck shout icg  "Fire!" The qua r t c r=s te r ,  o leading  seamx, then kicked the  cay 

over the  s ide .  I \&-ird Steve1tso:1 the2 s a i d  " F h  overLoard - a n d  you w i l l  bloody 

wel l  p t  it." Recar ld~iral., l a t e r  S i r  G i l b e r t  Stevenson, died a t  the w e  of a:)o,it 

ninety-six.  



Our squadron consisted of II,!l.S.Trafalgar, my s h i p ;  1i.M.S .Dunkirli; 

H.1.I.S.Jutland - a l l  of the  Bat t le  C l a s s  - H.M.S.Scorpion and H.Ei.S.Eattleaxe, of 

the  ileapon C l a s s .  The most i n t e r e s t i n s  CommanZlrg Of f i ce r  w a s  Henry Leach i-n 

Jutlancl, He was a nost  zealous and e f f i c i e n t  person, blessed with a sense of 

i,w?our and i n  due course he became not only an Admiral but F i r s t  Sea Lord, 

I w a s  w e l l  served by the  Squadron S t a f f ,  most of who12 were a l s o  sh ips :  

o f f i c e r s .  They were Simon Casse l l s ,  t he  Navigator vho became a Vice-A&?ird, a:.:: 
. ~ ,. . 

rs.y we l l  go flurther; Alistair blemyss, t he  Squedron Torpedo and A n t i - S u b ~ a r i ~ e  

O f f i c e r ;  O l i v e r  Stoney the  Gunnery Of f i ce r  snd Kerlnon the  Supply and Secret?:<~L 

O f f i c e r ,  an exce l l en t  man who a l s o  became an Adniral. Then there  was E i l l  k 5 2 L 2 : .  

t he  Engineer Commander, vhom we a l l  l iked .  I appointed Wemyss as the  Staf f  Ofiicz:: 

Operat ions and he w a s  t hus  respons ib le  f o r  arranging draft programm" sqd, a'.oir.: 

a l l ,  f o r  keeping me informed of t h i n g s  o f f i c i a l  and u n o f f i c i a l , .  

We 211 survived t h e  work-up and f i n a l l y  s a i l e d  f o r  the  Mediterranea.  On 

the  way out  we d i d  exe rc i ses  and usua l ly  a t  1600 hours ( 4  p.m.) we would have SOT.> 

s m a l l  e x e r c i s e  such as dropping a l i febuoy and recovering it. I never l e t  on t o  

my own F i r s t  Lieutenant  what was afoot  as I t r i e d  t o  make everything a s  f a i r  a s  

poss ib le . -  From time t o  time we would have a genera l  dr i l l  and on these occasion: 
. .  . 

I used t o  r u n  then  from another  s h i p  and never f r o n  Tra f i lga r .  This  was a l s o  t o  

demonstrate t h a t '  I ' w a s  not g iv ing  my own s h i p  any s p e c i a l  treatment.  On one 

occasion we picked up the  p i l o t  and h i s  crew of a di tched F l e e t  A i r  A r m  plaqe a d  

had a very  n i c e  l e t t e r  from him a f t e r  he' had l e f t  us. kle a l s o  had qu i t e  ex znk!;.-:; 

time when at Malta. Severa l  Spanish warships were i n  and Una and I went 02 hosrt.  

one o f  themfaradrinlcs  par*. It was g r e a t  fun and we could al l  drink sherry  o r  

Spanish wine. It w a s  sonetim9s a l i t t l e  hard t o  know what t o  say  next and, or, occ 

occ*sion, Una s a i d  t o o n e  of t h e  S p a n i s h o f f i c e r s  how nice  it w a s  t o  have r e a l l y  

good Spanish s h e r r y  out of proper Spanish sherry  g lasses .  A day o r  two l a t e r  w.? 

had, I th ink ,  f o u r  Spanish o f f i c e r s  o f f  t o  lunch. TO my u t t e r  amazexent they, 

t e r r i \ l y  k ind ly ,  1 - rou~h t  us  twelve Spanish sherry  g l a s ~ e s  with the  s h i p ' s  crez: 

on them.' We still have most of then now. On another  occasion we had Lord 

Carrington,  . whom'1 . &d.met.before, . .., I . . _  , f o r . , a ,  . . . -  t r i p  at -sea.. ,, He, ~. whoa I have always lilc.2,:: 

t r a q s f e r r e d - a t  s e a  f roo  s h i p  t o  s h i p  and w n s  occonpanied by 'hiss, a Rem 

Adnira l  nnd t h e  Naval Secretary.  

\le rrere g o i w  t o  be a t  S l i e m ,  Flalta on the  2 l s t  Octo\3er, Traf-ar Day, 

c-?c! I as!:cd t h e  Governor, A b i r a l  S i r  Guy Grant&, i f  he could spare the t i n o  t o  

dine wi th  u s  t h a t  night.  When he accepted we decided t o  take h in  f roo  the j e t t y  





i n  a wkaler manned by s a i l o r s  a l l  dressed i n  Nelsonic r ig .  On a r r i v a l  on 1;3arc' 

t h e  "piping px . ;y"  was a l l  s i m i l a r l y  dressed. It w a s  a grea t  success.  P.fter 

ciinner something occurred of which I knew nothing. We were s tanding on t h e  f o r ?  

c a s t l e  when suddenly two boats  a l l  r i g ~ e d  as s a i l i n g  s h i p s  of t h e  tielson e r a  cap, 

doun-vith t h e  crews s u i t a b l y  dressed,  and jus t  of f  our  hows there  was a b a t t l e  

r o y a l  w i th  Very l i g h t s  and exploding fireworks. It  was grea t  fun 2nd needless  t o  

s a y  t h i s  bras e l l  arranged by Hexy  Leack. Af ter  t k e i r  d isp lay  the  crews a l l  cal:;-. 

on board f o r  &inks and t o  neet P.dr?irel Grailthm. 

Trz fa lga r  bad a s h o r t  r e f i t  i n  b!alta and Una cane out f o r  about t h r e e  

l:!ofitils culd we l i v e d  i n  a fle ' i  i n  S l ieca .  The boys a l s o  c m e  o s t  f o r  t h e i r  SL~LX?? 

kc l id2 .y~ .  'i!e h i r e d  a c a r ,  not exac t ly  a  Ro l l s  Royce, and 7.w much of the  i s l z n d  

i i lc luding going t o  Gozo where I ,  at any r a t e ,  s l e p t  i n  one of the  most uncomfor:;11!:- 

beds ever. 

Af t e r  r e f i t t i n g  we >lent t o  Naples and I was lucky enouzh t o  f l y  Una over. 
. . 

'Je s t ayed  at  t h e  I t a l i a n  .4rced Forces Cluh f o r  only f i v e  s h i l l i n g s  a day, whick 

v;s c e r t a i n l y  a g i f t .  During our s t a y  we went t o  Pompeii, 5erculaneum and c l s o  

took a Foat t o  Capri. La te r  we went t o  Athens and Una flew over again. Th i s  ti:: 

xis s tayed  a s  gues t s  of our  E!ilitary Attache. Tk-* s h i p  a l s o  v i s i t e d  ra rce lona  

which we much enjoyed. It is curious i n  Spain because the  evening meal is very 

l a t e ,  sometimes i n  t h e  region of 11 p.m. o r  even l a t e r .  

\ h e n  I joined t h e  Navy meals were d e f i n i t e l y  poor and t h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  

recru i t in ; .  t h e  l e s s  good mater ia l  i n t o  t h e  Cookine; Department. I aq  frequent!.^ 

anzz-d at t h e  s tandard  of  meals i n  t h e  t!avy today. liow there has been a radic?..l 

cha i se  i n  t h e  s t m d a r d  of food. This  has meant t h a t  tho morale of the  cool;s has 

r i s e n  and has r e s u l t e d  i n  a  d e f i n i t c  improvement i n  the  s tandard of coo!( e n t r i e s . .  

I have ju s t  been r e f r e sh ing  rr,y mmory on t h e  Christmas dinqer i n  Trafaljiar.  

It  cons i s t cd  of a p o d  qua lit;^ hole-aade soup; r o a s t  turkey with sausage sti:fi^i!:,;. 

pt l 'on;  r o z s t  p o p t o e s ,  gx-den peas and b russe l s  sp rou t s ;  C'nrintras ~ u d d i n ;  i r i i k  

~.-c sauce followed by f r u i t  zrid nuts .  Sone yexs l a t e r  I wezt t o  Lossieooutk 

n d ,  1-eins t h e  Di rec to r  Gcncr'al Pcrsonncl Serv ices ,  I wanted t o  see  what t h e  f o c i  

~ 3 s  l i k e .  I was astonished t o  see  a l a r g e  nenu which included g r i l l e d  s t e z k ,  

z s b r o o n  o c e l e t t e s  arid cevcra l  o thc r  hot d ishes  with a wide choice of vegetaklcs .  

There w a s  a l s o  a good s e l e c t i o n  of m e e t s  o r  cheese. I was surpr i sed  and de1i;h::: 

t o  cce t h a t  tkey  had a codern nicro-wave coo!tcr s o  t h a t  your s t e a k  o r  o n c l e t t c  'i-:: 

r.ot cooked hourc before. I asked t h e  Supply COT-mdcr how he had ~ o t  thc  n i c r e -  

Iiavc coo!ter m d  he s a i d  they had b o u ~ h t  i t  out  of mney  received f r o 3  s e l l i n s  

11 g2sh1' ?xrl a s:.all s d ~ s c r i p t i o z  f r o 2  the  Wolf&-e Ctnd. Good food is certain?.: z 

pscs. 



I had a good inspec t ion  f r o 3  F lag  Of f i ce r  F l o t i l l a s  rrho wns Desmond Dreyer 

2nd s o ,  a f t e r  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  than two y e a r s ,  we s a i l e d  home having much enjoyed 
. . 
L-? comnission. 

A f t e r  Foreign Se rv ice ' l eave  I was appointed t o  H.M.S.Raleigh s i t u a t e d  a t  
n  orp point j u s t  over  t h e  '-order i n t o  Cornwall. !!.EI.S.Ganges a t  Shotley took i n  the  

.$ounger e n t r i e s ,  lI.l,!.S.Raleigh dea l ing  wi th  those ?ktv,een seventeen and thirty-tt,:o: 

A L:~ou$i ,- t h e  majorit:/ would he 1;etween e ighteen  and twenty-five. 

Una and I a r r i v e d  at iI.l4.S.Raleigh end we were put up by the  Captain of 
.- 
ii.?l,S.Fisp.rd, Jo:m Peersa l l .  H.M.S.Fisgard was t h e  Apnrentices'  Training College. 

..!:licil I:!&s s i t u a t e d  iirfiediately opposi te  Raleigh. Next day I took over and r:ovoc! 

!.i:to Trevol  House, the  Capta in ' s  residence f o r  H.M.S.Raleigh. Trevol was a  lo.rc7.y 

Georgim. house, thou,?!: l i k e  s o  nay similar naval liouses, i t  r e a l l y  needed centrz.1 

I..:,-.king. kle had a Pe t ty  Of f i ce r  Steward, a  Leading Coo!: and one ttechanical 
.~ 

T n ~ i n e e r  n-3nSa Knight, a  f i r s t  c?%o chap. I was exceedingly lucky t o  ca tch  tho 

D.3.Steward pinching cy she r ry  on my second night.  I d i d  not punish hin but to:.; 

h i n  t h a t  i f  I ever  caught h i n  again he would almost c e r t a i n l y  be d i s r a t ed  t o  Ste;:::: 

I had never heen involvpd i n  t r a i n i n g  before so t h e o r e t i c a l l y  I should har-c 

found i t  a d i f f i c u l t  job,but  i n  f a c t  I discovered t h a t  sound commonsense w a s  a l l  

t h a t  was r e a l l y  needed. 

E n t r i e s  a r r i v i n g  a t  li.EI.S.Raleigh, i f  seamen, u sua l ly  d i d  a  period of a b o t  

fou r t een  weeks of  which they all had about r, week at sea.  Those se lec ted  f o r  the  

Supply and Secretariat, >lechanical and E l e c t r i c a l  Engineering s i d e  u s u d l y  d i d  

only  ahout  s i x  wee!& before going on t o  t h e i r  s p e c i a l i s t  t r a i n i n g  establish71ents.  

T i m  Was t h u s  s h o r t .  The e s t cb l i sknen t  was divided i n t o  two p a t s ,  Part I which 

d e a l t  w i t h  in t roduc ins  c n t r i c s  i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  tcsckiing then t o  look a f t e r  

the?sc lvcs  and l e u n i n e  t h e  o u t l i n e  of d i s c i p l i n e  which a l s o  covered traini: . :  

-:l:isic&l t r a i n i n g  and spor t .  P,vt 2 d e a l t  i n  norc d e t a i l  with the  work of s e a w n ,  

-?;'e t i m  i n  b o a t s ,  and trro courses of expedit ion t r a i n i n s .  Divisions were held 

evcry c!ay &?d involved a parade wi th  our  Joyal k i n e  Band, an Inspection by 

Div i s iona l   officer^ m.d prayers  l a s t i n g  r.ot m r e  thkl f i v e  c inutes .  

T'ce e n t r i e s  were, as explzined ayove, i n  two groups and i n  char@ of cac:? 

Grciip w a s  a I . i e u t e m t  Con~andcr .  Each g r o ~ p  u s  i t s e l f  su3-divided i n t o  divjr ic . --  

r n c ! ~  wi th  o Divis ional  Off icer .  There was a I'ew Entry wir& under a Frew Entry 

*?:l'icer and i t  was here t h a t  neir e n t r i e s  were issccd with t h e i r  uniforcl m d  &:ye:: 



t h e i r  f i r s t  i i l t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  Navy. They were a l s o  medica l ly  examined and 

g i v e n  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  how t h e  c s t a ! ~ l i s k m n t  brorkecl. If i t  w a s  c l e a r  t h a t  a new 

e n t r y  s i n p l y  would not  f i t ,  t h e  m a t t e r  was r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C a p t a i n ,  and my u s u a l  

d e c i s i o n  was t h a t  we would re vie:^ t h e  i.r:?ole m a t t e r  at  t h e  end of P a r t  I, U s u a l l y ,  

t ,ut  n o t  a lways,  new e n t r i e s  clic! s e t t l e  down a f t e r  a few weeks. Pieals were good 

and on a s e l f - s e r v i c e  ? , as i s .  There v a s  ho./ever one go lden  r u l e  and t h a t  w a s  t h o t  

e v e r y  per:;on had t o  f i n i s h  what he had t a k e n ;  t h e r e  w a s  no q u e s t i o n  of h e i n g  

p e r ~ i t t e d  t o  d i s p o s e  of i t  i n  t h e  g a s h  b i n .  

One of t5.e i n t e r e s t i n g  and c h a l l e n g i n z  t h i n g s  a ? - . o ~ t  R a l e i g h  was t h a t  a l l  

e n t r i e s  tended t o  'e uneasy znd some d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  know what t o  expect .  I remember 

a o s t  c l e a r l y  a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  head o f  t h e  Admira l ty  I n t e r v i e w  Poard.  Se s a i d  

t h e y  had a very  s c r u f f y  look ing  e n t r y  w i t h  l o n g  h a i r  and  p e r b b p s n o t q u i t e  as c l e ~ c l  

as oi?e would have wished. The i:dmiral s a i d  t o  t h i s  young man, w5.o seemed q u i t e  

b r i g h t ,  "Do you r e a l l y  want t o  ~ e t  i n t o  t h e  Royal i'lavy ?" "Yes, ' S i r , "  he s a i d .  

V - L ~  ~ , . - n  why didi; ' t  yo2 have your h a i r  c u t  and a t t e m p t  t o  look a b i t  s f la- ter?"  t h e  

Admiral  ?s!ted. ' I e l l  S i r ,  i f  I h-ld c u t  my h a i r ,  c l e a n e d  n:yself up and t h e n  failed 

f o r  t h e  Eiavjr I crould r e a l l y  k3ve l o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  r e s p e c t  of ny group. I f ,  on t h e  

o t i l c r  h-and, you d.o a c c e p t  ,xe I sh?.ll have ny b a i r  c u t  and s h a l l  look  r e a l l y  q u i t c  

s-mt." P.fter d i s c u s s i o n  t!ley clecided t o  t d k e  t h i s  younx m a n  and I o f t e n  wonder 

how he e o t  oil. \ie i n  P a l e i a h  'r..ad sor.iewket siriilar c i r c u ~ s t a n c e s  t o  d e a l  riitii .  

The f a c t  t h a t  everyone is i n  t k e  same + ,oa t ,  t h e  chaps  a r e  busy and,  a p a r t  f r o n  2. 

c e r t a i n  anount  o f  s h o u t i n g ,  t h e  e n t r i e s  a r e  t r e a t e d  f a i r l y ,  a l l  h e l p s  t h c n  t o  s e t t l e .  

I n  t h e  e s t a k l i ~ s h e n t  we bar! tine Commander who was second-in-command, t h e  

T r a i n i n g  Comn~nder  who was e n t i r e l y  r c s p o n s i ' > l e  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n z ,  a P a y x a s t e r  

Cornnander who ran the  a c c o u n t s ,  s t o r e s ,  f c c d i ~ g ,  s u p l i e s  and s o  on,  a Dental  

Co?.~a.nder and a Hedica l  Cozzmder .  !ic had a  f u l l  and c o z p l e t e  s y l l a b u s  end i f  e n  

e c t r y  was no: do in^ w e l l  he was :.rou:ilt b e f o r e  :?is Group O f f i c e r ,  ti:en p o s s i b l y  ce::'. 

! .cfore tCc Trai r . ing Co-nzider, ~0 : . :2 t incs  s e n t  on t o  ce. T h o , ~ g ; ~  we cleru-l j ,  il,~.' 

so:e fzilu??:: t h e  n..:::::cr was r.ct ,crcat  m:! t h e  s?ne:-el :.:cr=le o i  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ~ . ? ~ :  

:, 
1 .  ~ l : c r c  :.ls a1v;r:;s 3 i;c:2 Zn t ry  G a s d  a t  D i v i s i o n s  and t h i s  I f e e l  rras ;. 

- 
Goo? t h i n < .  ,:;..tries i n  th.2 Gur-d Ia!c:i t h a t  they  :rould '.e watc'.cd a11 t h e  t i c c  

.. ,.).ilc I i n  t!:e p . ~ - d  c~qi l  t h c r e  is no dou',t t h a t  t h e y  t r i e d  very hard.  At Sunday 

g i v i s i o n s  I i n s ~ i k e d  a  :?.ir P.G-.her of divisions bu t  csu?.lly coulr! n o t  do t h c n  231. 

t.;x-: f r o -  t::e h s i c  i:.s:n:ctior., ti::e was nl10:fed f o r  ,;anes xi$ e w r y  e?:r.- 

;-.I.' t o  ta:ce :art. ?;';itc a  lo: of t i r e  wns s p n t  do*?? or. t h e  e s t u a r y  v h r c  cvcr:;k-.:: 

:-a2 t o  l e u " .  t o  u s e  an o ? r  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  r i ~ ,  unric;  and s a i l  a :!wee-in-one whaler.  



There  were two outward bound o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  '?:.he f i r s t  and more e lementary  was a t  

P i e r  Cellars. E e r e  a d i v i s i o n  p l u s  two o f f i c e r s  would be moved t o  a p l a c e  02 t h e  

c o a s t  a few m i l e s  down t h e  way, where t h e y  a r r i v e d  on F r i d a y  evening and s t a y e d  

u n t i l  la te  Sunday n i g h t .  They f e d  t h e x s e l v e s  and were f u l l y  occupied on t h o  

S?.turday ? a d  Sunday. They.might be doing e lementa ry  c l i f f  c l i n k i n g  o r  s o n s t h i n s  

e q u a l l y  c h a l l e n g i n g  i n  boa t s .  Soizetines t h e y  had a sing-song i n  t h e  even ings  and 

i n  n e a r l y  a l l  c a s e s  t h e y  eiljoyc*. i t .  The second Outward Bound Organis lLion ! i - -  cca 

u s u a l l y  h e l d  on Dartnoor .  The aim o f  t h e s e  e x e r c i s e s  was t o  d e o o n s t r a t e  t o  t k s e  

young peop le  t h a t  th.ey cou ld  l o c k  a f t e r  themselves  wi thou t  much difficult:,-.  0i:e 

had t o  Se c z r e f u l  on D-artmoor as t h e r e  a r e  nzqy swampy a r e a s .  

Very soon  a f t e r  ny = r i v a l  when I was hav ing  a g l a s s  of heer  i n  t h e  c i~rdroor :  

b e f o r e  l u n c h  an e l d e r l y  parsor. i n t r o d u c e d  himself  t o  ne. He was Canon Eenskin  

llr:?o had a par j . sh  n o t  t o o  f a r  ariay at  S t , J o h n f s .  I!e s a i d  "I d o  hope now you a r e  

h e r e l s i r ,  t h a t  I s h a l l  con t inue  t o  be allo.dec1 t o  !;:e a n  Ronorary Meml~er of t h e  ) l e ss  ." 
t:e was a g r e a t  f r i e n d  of mine f o r  nany y e a r s .  I rernernberwe had about t h r e e  o r  

f o u r  d e n t i s t s  and  one p a r t i c u l a r  one was thoroughly  had. I s a i d  t o  t h e  Surgeon 

Commander (D) "I r e a l l y  t h i n k  that t h i s  p z r t i c u l a r  chap is a b i t  beyond t h e  p l e . "  

" I t ' s  a l l  r i g h t ,  S i r ,  t h e  mat te r  is a l r e a d y  under  way." Not o n l y  was t h i s  Sad 

d e n t i s t  removed from R a l e i g h ,  he was, t h m  goodness,  removed from t h e  bJavy. 

\/hen at  R a l e i g h  I w a s  a l s o  i n  charge of t h e  T r e v o l  X i f l e  Range which was 

q u i t e  c l o s e .  T n i s  was a superb  range and one used  c o n s i d e r a b l y  by t h e  Navy and 

Royal Marines.  I have f o r  y e a r s  been i n t e r o s t e d  i n  s h o o t i n g  and found t o  my 

mazement  t h a t  I b r a s  n nenber o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ' s  r i f l e  t e x t .  There were r;my 

i t e n s  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o n p e t i t i o n s  s u c h  a s  d e l i b e r a t e  f i r i n g  a t  d i f f e r e n t  r a n g e s ,  

sna?  s h o o t i n g  at  t m g e t s  o n l y  v i s i b l e  f o r  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  as w e l l  as r a p i d  fir in^ 
a t  v a r i o u s  r'anges. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  r i f l e  s h o o t i n g  t h e r e  was r e v o l v e r  shoo t ing .  

I lised t o  v i s i t  t h e  rangc  d n o s t  e v e r y  morning f o r  abou t  f i f t e e n  o r  twenty ninutc ,?  

b e f o r e  D i v i s i o n s  w.6 as t h e  r e v o l v e r  c o m p e t i t i o n  approached I d i d  even core .  

I kr.c.d tb.e C a n t o i n  of t h e  Gunnery School  was determined t o  win t h i s  c o ~ x : i t i o x  

a?.:! I though: t h a t  cay'.e I ,  a S d t  ! lorse,  cou ld  g i v e  h i a  a s u r p r i s e .  Ecre a6ai;: 

tb.cre were v a r i o u s  d i f f c r e n t  k i n d s  o f  s b o o t i n c ,  i n c l u d i n g  d e l i b e r a t e  and rn? id  a t  

v a r i o u s  rn? ;es ,  s n a p ,  e t c .  To zy g e n t  d e l i g h t  I won t h i s  c o n p e t i t i o n  w?.ic?a, 

t:-,ou,:h i t  p l e a s e d  ze, showed t:?e p z n e r j  v o r l d  t h a t  two can p lay  at  t h i s  gn:-C. 

I k.card tha: t h e  f o l l w i n 3  ycar ,  a f t e r  I bad l e f t ,  he d i d  win t h e  c o - . : ~ t i t i c - .  

Once s y e a r  we ha? tt,e .;uee;.'s i i l r thday k a d c  srkic:~ i ~ v o l v e d  n pra. ' .? 0:' 

khc :rl:olc o f  i i .>: .S.hlei=i;  ~ y d  zii ;Iir.spectiox by s o , x  A&ir,d. I a i : c d  ,\!i:irnl 





Desrfioi~d Dreyer whom I l.;ne'.f q u i t e  well .  Re r:as Flat O f f i c e r  Air then and a r r i v e d  

i n  a g l o r i o u s  b r i g h t  Ereen hnl icopter  pllis of course Lady Dreyer, who I always 

thought was worth a guinea a  minute. 'Ye had a dinner  pa r ty  t h a t  night  t o  which we 

h?.d i n v i t e d  t h e  Captain of H.II.S.Fisgxd arc! h i s  i ~ i f e ,  t h e  Commanders of t h e  ttro 

c,yta?$isi-.!nents and some others .  I h e s i t a t e  t o  say  t h a t  the  dinner  was one b-undred 

per cent  p e r f e c t  hecause the  main d i s h  which was dusk was almost inedible .  Though 

vie had an e x c e l l e n t  chef he h.36. not r e a l i s e d  t h a t  the duck, o r  t h i s  pa r t i ca l -  

c'.ucli, i.iould. '-e thorouqhly tough. Tiowever we a l l  survived and we th ink  everyc.ne 

r e s l l y  enjoyed i t  very much. 

I n  t h i s  esta!.!:lishnent we had two Church of England p r i e s t s ,  the  s e n i o r  one 

being Geoff Thorn1e.r. Geoff t s  e lde r  b ro the r  was at Pangbourne with ir.e but uss 

unfo r tuna te ly  !r i l led i n  tile V.X.  Geoif I l i k e d  very m~ch .  He w s  a  g rea t  ci-.z.ract?: 

ancl. :ras f r i e n d l y  with a l l .  He has noti l e f t  the  N ~ v y  and runs a  pa r i sh  near Lily-coir- 

Then vie had one Rorsn Cathol ic  p r i e s t  whom I a l s o  l i ked .  IIe and Geoff got on very 

;.:ell and t h e r e  bras an a i r  of cooperat ion between the  two churches. F i n a l l y  we tzc! 
. . 

. Tree C;hurcbman, an exce l l en t  r ,xn c a l l e d  Earsley-1:lhite-; !le had I suppose abouf 

e i g h t  Confirmations a year and our bishop was the  Bishop of Truro. !/e used t o  riiy 

the ck~anges a b i t  !>y having Credito;! from the  Exeter  a rea .  I.le normdly  had a!?o'~t 

f i v e  minutes of przyers  at Divisioas except on Sundays when we had Com~.union a t  

fl a.l?. and morning s e r v i c e  at about 10.j0 a.m., a l l  those  under t r a i n i n g  had t o  

a t t e n d  morning s e r v i c e  on Sundays. It always seemed t o  me t h a t  the  p r i e s t s  had a  

good ci, .a~ce of making heahrsy while a t  Raleigh. 

I was as!ced 1?y t h e  Admiralty t o  i n v i t e  Prince Chula who l i v e d  3ot  too f a r  

n.,:~;.. !!e was a Sianese who had m r r i e d  a! Enel i sh  g i r l  q d  they had one chi ld .  

2ccausc he had na r r i ed  someone who xas  not Sianese he wai i  not e n t i t l e d  t o  ascecd 

tho throne;  he d i d ,  houever, go Lack t o  Siam f r o n  tir:e t o  t h e .  He c&::e t o  Ralci;;': 

twice i n  r,y t i r . : ~  and  toslc Divisio:; on each occasio!l. i;is mc! I :gent t o  hi; lie-c 

:'c- l~inck. once. Later  on he died of cancer. Sone t i c e  l a t e r  v l~en  I was a t  t i ~ c  
. . 
I a r s t e n  !!ospit.d a t  S u t t o ; ~  I sa:; tint ti lere was a  w a r d  gaze:! a f t e r  Princess  C>::l;.. 
- :..vidently this wx-d was piven ')y Pr incess  Ctxla a f t e r  her  hus'?andts death, t o  h,-1:. 

c!:ilc?rca s ~ ! f f c r i n ~  fro::: cmccr .  

S:rpqe thin,;s irapyr. ir, l i f e .  One of the Lieutenant  Car--anderr., a kee:, 

s: ootc:, asked t::e r??'xir?.l Screri::endcnt t o  c o x  over  one evening t o  si.oot dl?cl;. 
. . 
:.c c.-.?:e a.?d t!:e plrt;. 'dl went 20:m t o  a creek where they w k e d  tke A b ~ i r a l ' r .  ia:.. 
.. . . i s t o r y  does co t  rese.?'.er !;or rr.~-.y duck t h y  s h o t ,  b ~ t  the  n e a t  hos t ,  tP.ouc!; a 

s$,?r;?;:, >ad for,-~:ten t'-.ak t?.e t i d e  c o x r ;  in a t  bigh water. 1 leave you t o  i zac lnc  

. ... ' I .  oc;r:~.red w?cn tile:, rett:rced to the  Adqirn l ' s  ca r  t o  f i n d  i t  wdnsh! 



Over CL-z i s tmas  we used t o  c l o s e  ciovin t h e  es ta ' s l i sh!nsnt  f o r  allout f o u r t e e n  

days ,  l e a v i n g  o n l y  a s n a l l  team f o r  s e c u r i t y  and t o  d e a l  w i t h  energencies .  On 
I 

Noxing Nizht 1962, I !was woken by Una's  :,!other who s a i d  t h a t  water  w a s  d r i p p i n g  

througl~.  t h e  c e i l i n g .  I realisecl .  t h a t  a p i p e  bad pro3.>ably b u r s t  a s  it 11ad been 

sno:iing h a ? .  I the:? went ~p t o  t h e  l o f t  t o  s e e  what t h e  s i t u z t i o i l  b i a s  a d  I 

r e ~ e m h e r  t o u c l i i n ~  a p ipe  ~ n c !  g e t t i n g  a- e l e c t r i c  shot!<. I came t o  t h e  conc lus ion  

t h a t  any f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  l o f t  w* n o t  u o r t ; ~  it. I n  t!le e s r l y  n o r n i n ~  

i n  deep snow I ?lent un t o  tiie cu:?, r.r?iich i n c i d e n t , z l l y  was 3 h u t t e d  cam? w i t h  t:he 

e x c e p t i o n  o f  a few s n a l l  hric!; bui1dir .g~.  I uuic!<ly d i scovered  t h a t  a very  l s r e e  

nu.r.!ler of r a d i c t o r s  bad '3urst. Sore  had , jus t  c racked  and sor;.e had a c t u a l l : ~  b u r s t  

hrea!;ing nany windows. I decided t o  r i n g  u p  t h e  P!nrager of :!av;r Works who had 'besn 

i n s t r u c t e d  t o  d r a i n  t h e  whole system. I go t  on t o  h i n  and s a i d  tkat a nuz'.er of 

r a d i a t o r s  had crac'ced and so3e :?ad b u r s t  and t h a t ,  as h i s  department had drair.ed 

t h e n , I  tb.ouzht I had ::etter l e t  him knov. "Don't worry me a2out a few r a d i a t o r s ,  

a f t e r  a l l  i t  is h o l i d a y  t i c e . "  I r e p l i e d  "It's n o t  j u s t  a few' r a d i a t o r s ,  i t  i s  

o v e r  two hundred and f i f t y  m d  u n l e s s  lu'a-iy Glorks g e t s  saving we w i l l  have no ke2.t 

f o r  n l o n g  t i n e . "  To s a y  t h e  l e a s t  of i t  %k w-as s:?oclted. I n  f a c t  i t  too!< a!:o?it 

two months b e f o r e  every  r a d i a t o r  i u d  been r e p a i r e d  o r  rep laced .  I o f t e n  wo;ld?r 

what happened t o  whoever i t  riw f r o n  llavy Works who w ~ a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d r a i n i n g  

t h e  system. 

One mornin2 I cou ld  not  s e e  v e r y  w e l l  and e v e n t u a l l y  v e n t  t o  Eee olur 

Surgeon Conmmder who s a i d  he tb-ought I ought  t o  s e e  t h e  eye s 2 e c i a l i s t  ii: t h e  ilavy 

H o s p i t a l  ix P1:r::outIl. T h i s  I d i d  and !le s a i d  he thought  i t  w3.s  o n l y  a temporary 

d e f e c t  n;~d t ioold g e t  b e t t e r .  Lie never  t o l d  ne t h a t  he had w i t t e n  on ny medical  

p a p e r s  " s u s p e c t e d  d i s s e n i n e t e d  s c b l e r o s i s " .  Not o n l y  was he u t t e r l y  wrong ' :ut  i t  

was v e r y  naoghty o f  k i n  n o t  t o  have informed me. It was i n  f e c t  a tumour i n  t h e  

bear! whit?. apgeared  a g a i n  i n  1954. 

The Co;lrr.ander o f  Z a l e i c h  w,as a c l e v e r  e n ~ i n e e r  c a l l e d  Fa t  Turner.  fie ;<;'rl 

h i s  w i f e  ! !argaret  were v e r y  k e l p f u l .  She liad been :irou,-:ht a p  i n  France arid syol-i. 

f l u e x t  F rench  znri vss a l s o  ~ o o d  2.t Ger:?an. The T r a i n i i l j  C o ? - ~ a ~ d e r  w a s  2. ver:: 

? l e ~ s . s m t  perso;; by :kt. n3-c o i  Iiu,;h Zario.-,. lie di:i a s p l e n d i d  jo:: clr,d, tkca::: :-:?:.; 

d i f i c r c r . t  f r o 2  ti.e CO~X~&?C!~:, k:s? b t : i  s o t  on fGoilsly. i?d<!l w.?s rrarriec! t o  

!bn ica .  L a t e r  !!us?. n o t  o x l y  ' ~ e c x c  a C?.?:&ir. k t  ?;so 3 !?ear ?,+-?ir.d servi;::; ?..-. 

?la,- O f f i c c r ,  r o y a l  Ys:;:? 3.l h.p-5 !7-:i.;htc?a O!l r e t i r e , ? e n t  f r o o  t h i s  a!r~in:rc:: i .  



p a r t  of t h e  s h i p  o r  esta '>lisknent.  The Commander-in-Chief's s i g n a l l e d  r e p o r t  on 

h i s  inspec t ion  read  a s  follows: 

"Please convey t o  a l l  concerned my congra tu la t ions  on a very s a t i s f a c t o r y  

inspec t ion .  I was 9 a r t i c u l a r l y  inpressed i r i t h  t h e  smartness and enthusiasn of a l l  

on parade and t h e  cleanl i i less  of a11 warking a i d  l i v i n g  spaces desp i t e  the  - . . 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s i n g  out of ageing bui ldings.  \ / e l l  Done." 

i!eedless t o  say I made q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  everyone i n  the rihole of Raleigh was 

inforned  of t h e  Co::l.nander-in-Chief's views. I ,  a t  any r a t e ,  tias pleased. 

r chere is 2 sayinz  t h a t  w r i e t y  is t h e  s p i c e  o? l i f e  and, though some nii;ht 

say t h a t  t h e  r e g i n e n t a l  sys t en  is h e s t ,  o t h e r s ,  and t h a t  inc ludes  hie, consider  t h e  

naval  syster! a l s o  has i t s  meri ts .  Ily next apnointnent was as Captain of t h e  F l e e t  

i n  t h e  Far Ezst .  The Captain of t h e  F l e e t  (COF), under the Chief of S t a f f ,  is 

respons ib le  f o r  running the  personnel,  acconmodation and general  adminis t ra t ion  of 

t h e  F l e e t .  I flew out  t o  Singapore t o  serve  under t5.e Chief of S t a f f ,  Rear Admiral 

: rape- l l ichol l s ,  whom I a l ready knew. Una followed a few weeks l a t e r .  \le 

were accommodated i n  a pew house, 128 Kings Avenue. The house was modern m.6, 

thouzh adequate,  d id  not conpare with t h e  o l d e r  houses. We had b a s i c a l l y  t h r e e  

Chinese se rvan t s .  There w a s  i i m ,  who might poss ib ly  take  drugs a b i t ,  h i s  wife 

Ah Koaa and one o t h e r ,  p lus  of course the  usua l  hangers-on. They were q u i t e  

adequate. One of  the  r a t h e r  ex t raord inary  th ings  about Lin was t lmt h i s  i dea  of z 

Chinese meal was r i c e  wi th  a few b i t s  of meat o r  vegetables  i n  it.  To do what I 

c a l l  a Chinese meal seened t o  be beyond him. If, on t h e  other  hand, you wanted a? 

Engl ish  d i s h  such  as r o a s t  beef ,  t h e r e  was no d i f f i c u l t y .  About t h e  t i n e  I a r r i v e 6  

t h e  Head of  t h e  Dockyard was about t o  leave  and he wi th  another dozen were given .a 

super  Chinese meal on t h e  nainland. I w a s  luc!:y enough t o  he one of the  dozen and 

i t  r e a l l y  war;  one of the bes t  Chiaese teals I have ever  eaten. A s  f a r  a s  I can 

resenher  r i c e  was served last when feir of  u s  could poss ib ly  e a t  any more. 

Soon a f t e r  I had. td<e;l over ,  a t e a 3  of ' r i t i s h  pol i t ic ia r .6  c2r.e out and i icrr  

-iven a Cools '  Tour and o shop windoir demns t rn t ion .  The oply two I c&-. recon' .er  

;rere Perinis ileeley and  Lord Shepherd. The l a t t e r  l i v e d  a t  Oxted s o  we k~:ew hi:. a 

,.it s i n c e  our  ch i ld ren  and h i s  went t o  tb.e sane school.  ::e was R Labour peer k a v i r . ~  

i r h e r i t e d  tk.e t i t l e  f r o 2  h i s  f a t h e r ,  an eninent  t r a d e s  unionist .  I q u i t e  l i k e d  

: . !~ l co ln  Shepherd i n  coderatio?. 

I w a s  a;lazed a t  soxe of  the q u c s t i o . ~  var ious  Co?:zirs of  s h i y s  woulc! as:: 

ce.  Sozc rccrc. easy t o  'ansder an? so?,? were l e s s  c x y  because they  had .I sorx?wh-?k 



t r i c k y  s o c i a l  s l a n t .  I remember when t l le De lh i  came i n  w i t h  t h e  Admiral on bosi-d 

3,iho w a s  none o t h e r  t h a n  C h a t t e r j i  ("Chatterbox").  I c a l l e d  on a r r i v a l  as was t !~e 

c u s t o n  and it w a s  r e a l l y  r a t h e r  n i c e  t o  s e e  him aga in .  He s a i d  t o  me "Do you t h i n k  

you c o u l d  c a s h  a small cheque f o r  me, a s  t h e  a l lowance from t h e  I n d i a n  Government 

is o n l y  t h r e e  pounds which w i l l  h a r d l y  g e t  me i n t o  Singapore. ' '  "How much?" I asked 

"i!ell,  I w a s  h o p i n s  f o r  seventy." I s a i d  I would c e r t a i n l y  c a s h  i t  i f  i t  was on a? 

E n ~ l i s h  hank, which i t  was, I got  t h e  s e v e n t y  pounds an2  p a i d  i n  h i s  cheque as 

f a s t  as I c o u l d  - i t  d i d  n o t  ' :o~nce.  Una and I went on 'board f o r  a dri-nks p a r t y  

s t a y i n g  on f o r  supper  a f t e r w a r e s .  I thought  t h e  drinlcs s i d e  r.rould never  end. I t  

,nust have been about  2215 (10.15 p.n.) b e f o r e  we went down f o r  supper .  To ny 

Lhorror t h e r e  were y e t  more d r i n k s  b u t  2.t last  we s a t  down f o r  t h e  n e a l  and !.!as I 

g lad .  I thinl:  I w a s  l e s s  g l a d  when i t  a r r i v e d  as t h e r e  w a s  a lmost  n o t h i n g  t o  e z t .  

I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  were s i x  o r  s o  of u s  a d .  a d i s h  cane round containin:  f o u r  s a r d i n e s  

and a s c r a p  o f  l e t t u c e .  There r ! s  e v e n t u a l l y  s o a e t h i n g  e l s e ,  bu t  n o t  t o o  much 

o f  it. C h a t t e r j i ,  who was c l e v e r ,  dict i n  due c o u r s e  f i n i s h  up as head o f  t h e  

India;. Piavy and I last  h e a r d  he vas  i n  S u s i n e s s  i n  De1:li. . . 

I had saxe good f r i e n d s  i n  S ingapore  as b o t h  Sian and Wendy %rape- 

: i i cho l l s  were k i n d ,  Dic!: and S1:eila P a i g e ,  t h e  new bead o f  the  Naval Yard, were 

g r e a t  f r i e n d s  and C o l i n  Madden, c a p t a i n  o f  one o f  t1q.e c a r r i e r s  was a l s o  ve ry  

f r i e n d l y .  L i f e  was p r e t t y  'usy and I was c e r t a i n l y  e n j o y i n g  i t .  The Navy had 2 

s o r t  o f  camp a f f a i r  u p  i n  t!?e h i l l s  known es F r a s e r  !{ills and we and a few o t h e r s  

a l l  went up t h e r e  f o r  a  few days. It was heaven because  i t  w a s  l e s s  h o t  and i t  d i d  

n o t  r a i n  e v e r y  day which seeme6 t c  Se  t h e  d r i l l  i n  Singapore.  Feing Capta in  o f  t k e  

F l e e t  I thought  I had b e t t e r  go t o  Kong Kong and s o  i n  due course  Una and I fle: .~ 

up. The p l a n ,  I t h o u g h t ,  was f o r  u s  t o  s t a y  w i t h  t h e  Commodore, George S inons ,  

f o r  a fcr.1 days  and t h e n  t o  fend f o r  o u r s e l v e s .  T h i s  p l a n  o n l y  p a r t i a l l ?  succeedec' 

a s  G e o r ~ e  would n o t  hear  o r  us  ~ t a y i n g  anywilere excep t  i n  h i s  house. I had !:noi:n 

Eons Kong f a i r l y  w e l l  f o r  s x i y  yecars bu t  Una had never  been t h e r e  beforc .  It i s  

a f a s c i n a t i n g  p l a c e  m d  one I love.  The C o r ~ o d o r e ' s  hoxse w a s  very n i c e  a-.d u- 

towx?.z tl:c pea!: a  b i t .  I!c wcre l e n t  a  c , u  and d r i i . e r  by a  f r i e n d  o f  c,, hrot:le.:': 

- t!lc f r i c n d  was nic.b.&::ed "China". 

k s  no o f t e n  hzppens t h e s e  &ys  t h e r e  w a s  c o x  i n d u s t r i a l  t r o u b l e  i n  :he 

d3ckj?xd and s t e p s  had t o  '-e M i e n  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  dl E u r o ? e a ~  proaert:.: w a s  

s a l e ~ a r t i e d .  I w.d o.!e o f  t ! ~  Ad?i ra l ty  civili?-p.s c z l l e d  ~ ! n n m n  used t o  ~ t r c l  

a h c a t  a t  cis\:. Though ue were a lways e x p c t i c g  s o x o n e  t o  l c a p  o u t  of :b.e i.usl:es 

sll w a s  nuie:. TDc head can ir  S i n s a ~ x  has n C5i-ese c a l l e d  Lee Suan Yew ( i t  
.. 

is c o t  s ~ l t  l i k e  :!?is 1.xt t h i s  is t h e  way i t  is ~ = ~ c e d ) .  ::e was a c l e v e r  nz? 



who had. been t o  one of our leading u n i v e r s i t i e s .  There b r a  a fsnous Admiral cs.lled 

Lefanu. The s t o r y  goes t h a t  he rains up Lee Suan U and s a i d  "Is t h a t  you Lee Kuan 

You?" "Ye6," was t h e  r ep ly ,  to which he amwered " l le l l ,  t h i s  is Leff Fan Yew." 

- 
Our p lans  were t o  t?!<e a wee!cfs holiday and f l y  up t o  ?aglro!i. F'ut a l a s  

i t  d i d  not  work out  t h i s  way. I was not s ee ing  a s  wel l  as I ougbt and saw t h e  heac? 

naval  doctor ,  Surgeon Captain Cujel ,  who s s i d  I should s e e  the Army doctor  a s  t k y  

:lad 5 hosp i t a l .  O f f  I \rent and, a f t e r  one consul ta t ion ,  he s a i d  he thought I o u ~ h t  

t o  s e e  ti-e Mi? doctor  a s  he had r o r e  experience i n  t h i s  s o r t  o i  complaint, s o  o f f  

I went t o  s e e  him. I n  the  neanwhile Una w a s  very anxious t o  go t o  Aus t r a l i a  ard.  

we h e w  t h e  General was f l g i n g  down t h e r e  f o r  t e n  days s o  we app l i ed  f o r  a sea t .  

We were t o l d  it was f u l l  up. I ,  however, d id  not  s t o p  t h e r e  2nd rang tbe  Genera l ' s  

ADC a n d , a f t c r  expla in ing  the  reasoils, he 62irl he would c e r t a i n l y  give her 2 se2.t. 

Saving seen  t h e  RPLF Doctor th ree  t i n e s  he s a i d  he d i d  not  f e e l  he could do a i i y t i ~ i ~ ~ ? .  

t o  h e l p  but  f e l t  su re  i t  would inprove. Because my papers had "suspected 

f i s sen ine ted  sclxlerosis" on then the t h r e e  doctors  a l l  t b ~ g h t  t h a t  t h i s  w,is th.e- 

t rouble .  F i n a l l y  I went t o  see Ad;niral Dreyer and s a i d  t o  hin t h a t  I nust 1'\? 

allowed t o  go horne t o  see 2. t ip - top  neurologis t  and a t ip - top  op tha ln ic  s p e c i a l i s t  

m d  could I p lecse  maice a s i g n a l  t o  t h a t  e f f ec t .  He agreed zrc! I wrote o f f  e si~;:-l 

s2.ying t h a t  I was on my wey h o ~ e  and t h a t  t h e  necessary appointoentn must be made 

wit;-, c i v i l i a n  s p e c i e l i s t s .  I saw t h e  neurologist  very quickly ,  a charming mm. 

c a l l e d  Dr.  C-ooddy. l!e, :.laving looked et ne and exaninec! me, s a i d  t h a t  I should 1-e 

i n  h o s p i t a l  and within a few %ours I was i n  the i\latio:~al !.:ospital, Queen Square. 

I k.e$ alreed.; convinced rlna t h a t  she must go on h e r  Aust ra l ian  t r i p  come what cay. 

After  s e v e r a l  minor operat ions and var ious  t e s t s  I wa.5 operated or? f o r  a tunour '::I 

t ! ~  ' e s t  surgeon f o r  t h i s  s o r t  of t h ing  i n  the country. IJna f i r s t  heard what had 

happened when she  got  t o  Per th  on her way Sack. She went on t o  Singapore, had ,s 

!~,-rc twenty-four hours t o  pac!.: u? and zek 2 plane hock t o  Ensland. 0a a r r i v a l  a t  

iie2t!lrov she was . m ~ c d  h?Z t he re  wcre r?y brot:lcr Jokn and d a t r i c ! ~  with a s a i l o r  

<!river. She w . u  driven s t r z i z h t  to  tho hos?it?J. azd the re  I was, well  Lut  very 

Ir. dcc courze I recovered m< r r a s  r:oved t o  JO:~.'s k,oosc m d  i53d r;eversl 

-o2t+s sic!: leas? .  >!e,m:r::ilc r e  hsd ~.::cd ireoff Fearcc t o  s e l l  our c a r  iqhic:.: k3e 

d id  n!.if~:lly well .  h'hen I >A? hccn es?-.ir.c.' by the tlaval doctors  P-qd seen Dr.C;oocc!:; 

xz in  I w,w fin:.lly prono-nced i i t  enough t o  1:c given m o t h e r  jol:. On t ? i s  occasicr.  

tbc ... - se- t  c e  t o  ::!e *fer.ce Xcse~uc?  Esta1?lisls7ent a t  'Jest Fyf lee t .  1 was supruse2 

t o  I?.: xq a d v i s e r  'ut :;ere t i ?  not sec.7 ~ u c h  o?s r tun i t : r  t o  +<vise  and I uns core  

t?an ~ r , ? t e f u l  t o  leave. I w a s  t!!en sen t  a s  the  Senior  ? h v a l  , \d r i ser  on the  S t a i f  



of t h e  t e a ?  runn ing  Unison 1965. T h i s  w a s  a n  v l n u a l  e x e r c i s e  h e l d  i n  t u r n  by each  

s e r v i c e .  I n  1965 i t  was t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  Royal A i r  Force  t o  do t h e  honours. \re 

s t a r t e d  p lann ing  i n  hnclon and I g o t  on w e l l  w i t h  n:i Army and P4.F c o l l e a g u e s  and 

lil:ted t h e  A c t i n g  A i r  \?ice-::!srshall. Ply main jo!? was t o  a d v i s e  oil naval. n ~ t t e r ~  

and a r r a n g e  t h e  s t a t i c  d i sp lny .  I th-ought t h a t  t h i s  d i s p l a y  must be good and. I had 

all. t h e  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  Royal Navy !;ehind me. The p i e c e  de r e s i s t m c e  tias a n o d e l ,  

l i f e  s i z e ,  of P o l a r i s  z?d t h e r e  was r.0 doubt t h a t  t h i s  was a grer.t a t t r a c t i o n .  

Apar t  f r o n  t h e  s t a t i c  d i s p l a y  t k e r e  vrzs a l i v o  one a well .  Hore t h e  F l e e t  A i r  Ar= 

put  on a c i a ~ n i f i c e n t  sho.,~ 2qd oile whic!~ n o s t  o f  t h e  ~ u e s t s  w i l l  renember. 

I w a s  now sone\.rhere .ear t h e  t G n  of  t h e  Ca;staii.zt L i s t  and t h e  p t l i c y  ria.-, 

t o  w r i t e  t o  ti.as= near in;  tile t o p  s o x  n o c t h s  b e f o r e  s?.ying t h e y  i.roulS I;e nronotec;, 

t h e i r  chances  were even o r  t h e y  c:oul6 n o t  be pronoted.  O ' 7 s e r v i n ~  t h a t  I b.zd !lee;? 

v e r y  s e r i o ~ t s l y  ill I d i d  not  r a t e  ny c:?.snces as beic: ve ry  high. I n  due c o a r s e  

I g o t  t h e  even cliances l e t t e r  ' ~ u t ,  j u s t  ' ~ e f o r e  t h e  end o f  Unison, I heard  t h a t  I bras 

t o  '2e p r o a o t e d  Rear-Ad.xira1 and-was I p leased .  I had two n i c e  l e t t e r s  at  t h e  end 

o f  Unison. 0:le was f r o n  t h e  F i r s t  S e z  Lord which r e a d  as f o l l o w s :  " J u s t  a l i n e  

t o  s a y  ho,,~ good i t  w a s  t o  s e e  you 5ack i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  and crhat a thoroughly good 

Unison you and pour c o l l e a g u e s  produced. With a l l  good wishes." The o t h e r  was 

f r o n  ' l i ce  A d n i r a l  S i r  Fra.!.'.c ! i o p l < i ~ s  c o n g r a t u l a t i n ~  ua a l l  on what a s p l e n d i d  i inison 

we had produced. 

I n  due cotu'se I was appo in ted  2s D i r e c t o r  Genera l  Persona l  S e r v i c e s .  There  

were i n  f a c t  two o t h e r  O i r e c t o r s  Gei lera l ,  one f o r  T r a i n i n g  Lid one f o r  t<zclnin,y. 

I w a s  r e s p o i ~ s i b l e  t o  t h e  Second Sea Lord and,  str&-tgely enough, t h i s  w a s  Ad;niral  

Deo.xond Dreyer. As Ki\!PS I was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o i  t h e  appointment of all o f i i c e r s  u? 

t o  mc! i n c l u d i n g  Conmmder ,and bad a team o f  C a p t a i n s  and Comandr rs  t o  zs is t  z e ,  

o r  i n  o t h e r  ?rorc!s t o  do t h e  jo5. I w , ~  h a s i c a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  tatters t o  

do r r i t l ~  t h c  personnel, o t h e r  t h a n  i.!a.ning a i d  T r a i a i n ~ .  It was i n  nan? wlys ;! js'. 

r i 3 h . t  up G;. s t r e e t  s-s personne l  k!sd a lways been n e z r e s t  t o  ny h e a r t .  I v i s i t c c l  

::or,: of  t h ?  r a v a l  e s t a : 1 l i s h 7 c n t s  i?. t ? e  United l i i ~ g d o n  a::! l i s t e n e d  c.lre:ullj- t o  

what t h e  v a r i o u s  C a j t a i n s  had t o  say  as t > . i s  is o f t e n  a  i;ood way t o  l e x ?  v k a t  are 

tk.e f e e l i n f i s  of t?c  F l e e t .  

-hiis was r e a l l y  t t e  t l . i r d  occas ion  t k o t  I kad s e r v e d  u-tder Cesr.o:d Dre;;er 

be wes t o  c e  e. f r i e n d  a~,d I o f t e n  t?in:i  t h t  b.e playec! e. part i n  , ; e t t i ~ ~  ~c 

p roao ted  :o n e a r  A d a i r a l .  

i v i s i t e d  L o s s i e n o c t h  i n  t k e  Yorth of Sc0:1&ld.  thou;!^ i l l  t k e  :,-J c o r t k  



i t  wac am e x c e l l e n t  Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  2s the  weather, though u s u ~ l l y  cold, vec; 

good. I was i n t e r e s t e d  t o  meet the  P e t t y  Of f i ce r  i'Hat.~ks''. These b i r d s  were flo;!? 

of f  over t h e  f i e l d  every morning a-?d sonet ines  s e v e r a l  t i a e s  i n  order  t o  clea-? othel 

bi* away as these  could sometimes ge t  i n t o  a j e t  engine with d i sa s t rous  r e s u l t s .  

I have never :been a g rea t  "dou!~le-hedder" but a t  Lossie  the re  w a s  the  nost enorrour, 

c~.ouile bed I have ever  seen and even I could f ind  no f a u l t  with i t .  It ev iden t ly  

c m e  o a t  of t h e  o l d  Xoyal Yacht and had, of course, t o  have extra. l a r g e  s'r.eets and 

!-.lanltets. I was nost inpressed with t h i s  a i r  s t a t i o n  an.? I discovered t h a t  r o s t  

of t h e  r a t i n g s  ~h.0 worked there  enjoyed i t  too. 

I had 'y now served a!:out thirty-three years  i n  t h e  Zoyal !!avy and f e l t  t k t  

I r e a l l y  h e w  q u i t e  a l o t  about what went on i n  it. Eu3 was f i r s t  inbroduced i n t o  

t h e  Navy i n  t h e  days when the  food f o r  t h e  whole s h i p ' s  c o z - a y  w a s  !;ased or. s h i p ' s  

b i s c u i t s ,  d r i e d  neat and f i s h  sad s o  fo r th .  Very o f t e n  t h s  b i s c u i t s  were f i l l 1  of 

b!eevils. Xi!n . . helped everyonealong.  I n  t;:e wnr everyone got  one e igh th  of s. pizi 

of r u z  a day. Chief ad Pet ty  Or f i ce r s  had i t  neat uh i i e  the junior  r a t e s  hail i t  

as grog,  t h a t  is t h e i r  q ~ ~ o t a  of run \!a r ixed  wit?, t ! r ee  parts of water. You ?--,I ... &. 

of course t o  be over twenty t o  ge t  your r a t ion .  ;.!ost people too!: run z ~ d  o f t e c  

s o l d  t h e i r  t o t  f o r  the  highest  pr ice  they could ce t .  ?iavy rux ir;  very fitrong ax! 

z? e i g h t h  of a p i n t  is q u i t e  a l o t  of run. k l i e v e  me when I t e l l  you t h a t  i f   yo;^ 

have only your quota at say  noon, you a r e  l e s s  well  ecpipped t o  dea l  with a l l  the 

soph i s t i caked  equipment i n  sh ips  todoy. Not only t h i s ,  i n  the w a r  t k c  Chief mrl 

P e t t y  O f f i c e r s  were e n t i t l e d  t o  buy wises and beer and the  junior  r a t e s  were e n t i t l  

t o  buy !-eer. This  could neaQ t4bt i n  addi t ion  t o  your t o t  of rum you could a l s o  

have a t  l e a s t  2 p in t  of 'eer. I f  i t  ha.ppened t o  he your 5 i r th6ay  the  custoz !:as t c  

jio round the  messr!ecks asking fo r  "sippers". I decided t h a t  we were now pas t  re!: 

and t h a t  i t  should '>e a '>olis;~ed. I wrote a c a r e f u l l y  worded paner expla in in% ?:I 

a r ~ u x e n t s  i n  favour o: the  abolition of run. Soze of my conte i~porar ies  s a i d  :>.a'. 

I would never ,  ever  ge t  t h i s  thro-gb. and, i f  I d i d ,  i t  n ixkt  lead  t o  r a j o r  

< i s c i ? l i n a r y  t rouklc  i n  tke F lee t .  I was no: to  be ?u: off  s n d  tlie r a r e r  we?:'l: 

forward t o  tb.e 3ru-d of Aci-liralty which w.;s s p l i t  on i t .  The Firs: Se3 i o r d  s.?i.i 

:I- as lo?.; 3s I 13 Yirst Sea Lord you w i l l  never c c t  r i d  0:' rcrr.." !?? ,.<?.: 

r i t h t ,  !?ut whe2 Ad.7iir.d I,efa;.r: too:; ovcr I ron  h i s ,  tb.e 3 ~ - d  of Adziral ty as -ee l  

t:mt r u l  should ':c stopped. 'Iherc wcrc about t.30 w z ? l r s  ,'it, ,as I had n1w.l:;~ 

thougilt, t l ~ c  Flce: ?.greed. I c w o t  r c c z l l  e : a c t l y  wi.?: the co:lprnsation Was ?::t 

i t  i n  t : ~ c  reg ion  c f  three n i l l i o l :  ;o?mds. A nice sun 15ut thous?.: 

I n s r ~ f f i c i e n t .  '.;it:) t h i s  cocey the P.-.\y h l s  created a splen6id c lu5  a t  SW~tl:..fic': 

nex I?ortsaout> f o r  tk.e use of t:!e Taxer kc:;. The f l e e t  is no~i  f?.r h e t t c r  ec,.ii!.;c 

t:,an i t  cvcr  W C X ,  even i f  1 Sa:' SO. 



i!e e l s o  had a F l e e t  Amenity Fund and t h e r e  was a prohlem as hmvr lhest t o  

i n v e s t  t h i s  mons:;. I t h o u ~ h t  c a r e f u l l y  about t h i s  a?d then  recomnended a? u p  w.d 

coming small merchant taak .  Some doubt was expressed  over  t h i s  h u t ,  a f t e r  t h e  

Second Sea  Lord had s e e n  one of t:?e d i r e c t ~ r s ,  azreemcnt was reached  a3d t h e y  

becane r e s p o n s i ' d e ,  s9 '> jec t  t o  one o r  two  ino or p o i n t s ,  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t n e n t  of t h i s  

Fund, which I b z l i e v e  was iil. t h e  r e g i o n  of a n i l l i o n  pounds. I n  r:!y t ime i t  d i d  

w e l l  m.c! I v a s  in te res tec !  t o  l e a r n  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a t  4 d n i r a l  S i r  Fran!.~ T \ ! i s s f s  

so:? w a s  no:$ wor!rin_r i n  t h i s  fir:!. 

I \:.IS luc!cy enough t o  ;??,re a sc?er'i  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  o l d  Adn?.rzlty B.!ildii~x 

i.!:lic:? 1oo':ecl o v e r  t h e  5 o r s e  G ~ ~ a r d s  2aad.e. I.hch goes  on t h e r e  z d  I h2.d a r e d l y  

f i r s t  c l a s s  s e a t .  The .Troo,~ini;  o f  t?.e Colour was always very  :cpul;r a r d  on t,;ro 

o c c a s i o n s  ve n o t  o i ~ l g  had i:.ai?y s e s t s  inc!.udin~ c h i l d r e n  at  t h e  r..s.ir. f u n c t i o n  but  

&so f o r  t h e  d r e s s  r e h e a r s a l .  It w a s  alsc p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h o s e  a t t e n d i n g  t o  have 

snxe refres:"i.!ents. 

The hours  f o r  crorking i n  t h e  A b i r a l t y  and t4inistr;. of  Defence were,  I 

u n d e r s t o o d ,  from 10 a.m. t o  6 p.m. ! l a y ,  such as I ,  p r e f e r r e d  t o  start much e a r l i e r  

t h a n  10 a.m. and s o  I used  t o  c a t c h  a t r a i n  at zbout  8 a.m. 19 t h e  t ime  I had 

walked from V i c t o r i a  t h r o u s h  S t . J m e s l s  Park I would = r i v e  at  about 3 a.3. T h i s  

c e a n t  t b a t  I had z.t l e a s t  f i f t y  c l e a r  3 i n u t e s  b e f o r e  t h e  h i ~ s t l e  and 11ustle o f  

b u s i n e s s .  One norning when I was rralltins dam t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  I s l i p p e d  on soire 

i c e ,  f e l l  and pu t  my a r n  ou t .  Luc!.:ily I v1~a.j q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  d o c t o r  I sup?or ted  

and was i n  k o s p i t a l  i n  Oxted f z i i r l y  qu ick ly .  I was t h e n  t o l d  i t  would he ahout  

t v o  h o u r s  h e f o r e  t h e  ric:?t d o c t o r  could 'arrive. I t  was s o  painful t h s t  I ::es;ec! 

t h a t  sor.1ethin; ',e done e x l i e r .  !I few minutes l a t e r  a d o c t o r  m r i v e d  a r d  i n  one 

1 j z 1 1 ;  ! :  I !lac! t o  s t a y  i n  h o s p i t a l  f o r  tl:e r e s t  of t h e  day. A d2y 

1.ntcr I \ras on r:j- 112j. doxn t o  Tor,wint <as I had :lee- w!:ed t o  t d t e  D i v i s i o n s  z7.4 
- m 

syd: at :Lie d i n q e r  on ' ~ r  ...ial.z.v I:i&;!:.  he C?.:tain o f  %.:!.S.l!alei~i: w.ls  2 ;-erGo:! 

c a l l e d  Dicl: !421ite, n nos: a' l lc T J ~  who finnll : ;  f i n i s h e d  u;, as a f u l l  a d n i r a l .  >.11 

w.c:~t w e l l  ;.=.d I hopc!  cy .sycec:~. v e c t  down f a i r l y  w e l l .  

A s  TC:JZ I was a l s o  i zvo lved  i n  :be Xoyal :'a;.ll C i - e ~ a  C o r m r a t i o n .  1 !.ad 

a c t ronr ,  all:! i3 thiiir, i n  t i n  shace  cf  t!ocnt:.atten i n  tb.e !!?.vy and a very  pler\s?-?: rr 

:an c a l l e d  Jirx::: C a r r e r a s  :i'-.c w a s  l a t e r  kn i~f i t ec ! .  Ocr p r o i l e x  was t c ~  s e t  :he 'es:  

CL~-".(! zos: u~  t o  d a t e  f i l - s  fo: 2s l i t t l e  z o x y  ;ls p ~ s i k l ~ .  J i n y  Car re rnz  .das 

rx -. 
ir. t!:c f i l l  world :!c w . 5  orrj. csef*ul .  ~ ; l e  r.m?Scr oi O C r  : l h  Corora: ion w . ~  a 

pleas;.ilt ran & ? = t i e  SZL.:~. O:, zy r c t i r e i e n t ,  w i t 1 1  c? c z l l e d  l!r.!;al:cr 
,. . ,,lr.?ton k c l y d  n:; l o t  ,de ::sic &ivc:r R :.-ir,:n>ll d inner  R t  t;:r: i!ir,-.;?e].lc. 



As a r e s u l t  o f  ny turnour I c d h s i d e r e d  I was v e r y  lucky ,  n o t  o n l y  

t o  have l a r g e l y  recovered ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  have been p rono ted  t o  Rear  Admiral. 

I - t h o u g h t  t k a t  I would o n l y  g e t  one joF, i n  t h i s  r a n k  and s o  i t  was no s u r p r i s e  

t o  l e a r n  t h a t ,  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  a p p o i n t ~ e n t  o f  t h e  D i r e c t o  Genera l  Personne l  

S e r v i c e s ,  I was t o  'e p l a c e d  on t h e  r e t i r e d  list. I suppose i t  is o n l y  n a t u r a l  

t o  f e e l  a  l i t t l e  d i sappoin ted  h t ,  t o  be h o n e s t ,  I t h i n ' '  I w a s  i n  f a c t  q u i t e  

happy t o  l e a v e .  

i.iy c a r e e r  i n  tk-e Royel Navy had l a s t e ? .  t h i r t y - f i v e  ye-lrs durif ig which 

t i n e  I had t - a v e l l e d  throughoat  t h e  world. I hnd s e r v e d  t h e  whole war a t  s e a  

and had n o t  had a s c r a t c h .  F u r t h e r z o r e  I had en joyed  cy t i n e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  

very; nuch. 

I have o f t e ? . t o l d  young people t h a t  one is very l u c k y  indeed  t o  e n j o l  
. . 

o n e ' s  ! i o r k i n ~  l i i e  t o  t h e  f u l l ,  an2 t h e r e  :<ere of course  i o r  rr.e t i c e s  l e s s  

p l e n s n n t  t h a n  o t b e r s .  

The main reason  why I had enjoyed ny se2.5oins l i f e  was due t o  two 

t h i n g s .  F i r s t  of dl I had wanted t o  j o i n  t h e  Navy a d  enjoyed i t ,  and s e c o n d l y  

I was e x t r e c e l y  h a p p i l y  mar r ied  t o  Una who more t h a n  p layed  h e r  p a r t .  




